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Hot summer days, sizzling barbecues, melting popsicles, and cannonball splashes are the best of what summer has to offer.
Summer is the season to make lasting memories with family and friends, but this summer is the best to date, as my family
gets to experience the magic of the season with my daughter. From first dips in the pool to toes in the sand, we are loving
every second. To our family, the magic of summer sparks from parties, delicious recipes, vibrant fashion, and home decor.  

My team and I have worked hard to weave our traditions, home style, and favorite recipes into our very first CBG Craft
Chronicles. This is a seasonal magazine filled with our stand-out recipes, home decorating hacks, and crafts for the whole
family! Our inaugural issue is packed with interactive crafts for kids that will keep them busy all summer long, adult DIY
home projects that are guaranteed to brighten space, and simple recipes for the perfect outdoor party! I hope you enjoy

our passion project! Happy summer!  
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B A K E R F E L U I A . CO

S IMP L E

UN I CORN

POPS I C L E S

INGRED IENTS  &  MATER IALS  

1  cup  f resh  o r  f rozen  b l ueber r i e s  
2  cups  van i l l a  coconut  m i l k  
2  tbsp  map l e  s y rup  
12  oz  wh i te  choco l a te  
1  tbsp  coconut  o i l  
Va r i ous  pas te l  f ood  co l o r s  
Sp r i nk l e s  
Pops i c l e  mo ld  
Pops i c l e  s t i cks  
Toothp i cks  ROSA L YNN

DAN I E L S
CONTR IBUTOR 

" I  r emember  i ndu lg i ng  i n  homemade
pops i c l e s  du r i ng  my  summer  b reaks  a s
a  ch i l d .  I t ’s  p re t ty  nos ta l g i c  f o r  me ,  so

I  c ame  up  w i th  th ree  k i d - f r i end l y
Un i co rn  Pops i c l e  r ec i pes  tha t  any  k i d

wou ld  en j oy . "
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EA S Y  REC I P E S

STEP  1 :  BLEND 
1 .  B l end  b l ueber r i e s ,  coconut  m i l k  and        
    map l e  s y rup .  B l end  un t i l  b l ueber r i e s  a re  
     ex t reme l y  f i ne .  
2 .  F i l l  mo ld  w i th  b l ueber ry  m ix tu re  and        
      add  pops i c l e  s t i cks .  F reeze  4-5  hou rs .    

STEP  2 :  COVER  
1 .   Th i r t y  m inu tes  be fo re  you  t ake                 
      pops i c l e s  ou t  o f  the  f reeze r ,  s t a r t           
      work i ng  on  you r  choco l a te .  Use  a              
      doub l e  bu rne r  to  me l t  wh i te  choco l a te  
      and  coconut  o i l .    Le t  me l ted  choco l a te  
      coo l  t o  room tempera tu re .    
2 .  Sepa ra te  th ree  t ab l e spoons  o f                    
      choco l a te  i n  d i f f e ren t  conta i ne r s  to        
      co l o r  i nd i v i dua l l y .  Use  the  rema in i ng     
         wh i te  choco l a te  to  d i p  the  pops i c l e s .   

STEP  3 :  DECORATE  
    D r i zz l e  o the r  co l o r s  o f  wh i te  choco l a te  
     on to  pops i c l e s .  Top  w i th  sp r i nk l e s  and     
     r e tu rn  pops i c l e s  back  to  f reeze r  fo r        
     30  m inu tes .  

/  04



CH I CKEN

AVOCADO

SPR I NG  RO L L S

INGRED IENTS  

Dr i ed  r i ce  paper  
Rot i s se r i e  ch i cken ,  sh redded  
Avocado ,  t h i n l y  s l i ded  
Red  cabbage ,  t h i n l y  s l i c ed  
Ca r ro t s ,  sh redded  
C i l an t ro  
P l um 
3  tbsp  ho i s i n  sauce  
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EA S Y  REC I P E S

STEP  1 :  BLEND  
1 .  Pee l  t he  p l um  and  remove  the  p i t .  B l end  
     t he  p l um  w i th  3  tbsp  ho i son  sauce  and  3  
     t sp  wate r .  B l end  un t i l  t he  sauce  i s              
     smooth .  Se t  a s i de .  
2 .  D i p  the  d r i ed  r i ce  paper  i n  warm wate r     
     and  l a y  f l a t  on  a  cu t t i ng  boa rd .  Add  red  
     c abbage  i n  the  m idd l e  o f  the  r i ce  paper .  
     Laye r  on  ca r ro t s ,  ch i cken  and  c i l an t ro .    

STEP  2 :  ROLL  
1 .  The  r i ce  paper  w i l l  s o f ten .  Wrap  the           
     sp r i ng  ro l l  b y  fo l d i ng  the  bo t tom up .           
     Then  l a y  on  the  s l i c ed  avocado .    Fo l d  i n     
     t he  s i des  fo r  the  r i ce  paper .  Ro l l  ends .  

STEP  3 :  D IP  
    Repeat  s teps  1 -3 .  S l i c e  the  ro l l s  i n  ha l f     
     a t  an  ang l e .  When  you ' r e  r eady  to  ea t ,     
     d i p  the  ro l l s  i n  t he  p l um  ho i son  sauce .     
     Add  S r i r acha  sauce  i f  you  l i ke  a  l i t t l e        
     k i ck  to  you r  sp r i ng  ro l l .
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3 - I N GRED I EN T

PEACH

COBB L ER

INGRED IENTS  

1  box  o f  ye l l ow  cake  m ix  
3  15 .25  oz  cans  o f  peaches  i n
sy rup    
Ha l f  s t i ck  o f  bu t te r  

CHAN  VU
D IRECTOR  OF  CONTENT  

"When  summer  ro l l s  a round  and
peaches  a re  f i na l l y  i n  season ,  t hey
a re  my  favo r i t e  f r esh  f ru i t  t o  bake

w i th .  He re  i n  Georg i a ,  we  have  some
of  the  bes t  peaches  and  I  wanted  to
i nco rpora te  a  t a s te  o f  home  i n  th i s

rec i pe . "  
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EA S Y  REC I P E S

STEP  1 :  M IX  
1 .  P reheat  oven  to  400  degrees .  
2 .  I n  a  seasoned  cas t  i r on  pan ,  f i l l  w i th  2        
     c ans  o f  peaches  i n  s y rup .    Sp read  the           
     peaches  and  sy rup  even l y  i n  the  pan .  You  
     c an  use  a  casse ro l e  d i sh  i f  you  l i ke .   
3 .  Add  ye l l ow  cake  m ix  ove r  the  peaches .  
4 .  Cu t  bu t te r  i n  s l i c es  and  tuck  i t  i n  the        
      y e l l ow  cake  m ix .    

STEP  2 :  BAKE  
1 .  Pou r  the  f i na l  c an  o f  peaches  and  sy rup     
     o ve r  the  cake  m ix .  No  need  fo r  s t i r r i ng .  
2 .  Bake  i n  the  oven  fo r  1  hou r .    

STEP  3 :  TOP  
   Se rve  w i th  van i l l a  i c e  c ream .  En j oy !
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CHOR I ZO

CHEESE

B I S CU I T  B I T E S

INGRED IENTS  

1  l b s  cho r i zo ,  c as i ngs  r emoved  
3  cups  a l l - pu rpose  f l ou r  
2  t easpoons  ch i l i  powder  
2  teaspoon  ga r l i c  powder  
1  and  1 /2  teaspoon  bak i ng  powder  
1 /2  teaspoon  sa l t  
1 /4  teaspoon  g round  red  pepper  
1  and  1 /2  cups  sh redded  sha rp           
   cheddar  cheese  
1 /2  cup  chopped  g reen  on i ons  
2  l a rge  eggs  
1 /2  cup  bu t te r ,  me l ted  and  coo l ed  
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EA S Y  REC I P E S

STEP  1 :  M IX  

1 .  P reheat  oven  to  375  degrees .   

2 .  I n  a  l a rge  bow l ,  comb ine  f l ou r ,  ch i l i           

     powder ,  ga r l i c  powder ,  bak i ng  powder        

     and  sa l t .  Add  cheese ,  cho r i zo ,  and  g reen  

     on i ons .  

STEP  2 :  ROLL  

1 .  I n  a  sma l l  bow l ,  wh i sk  togethe r  eggs  and  

    me l ted  bu t te r .  Add  egg  m ix tu re  to  f l ou r  

    m i x tu re  un t i l  i ng red i en ts  a re  mo i s tened .  

2 .  Shape  m ix tu re  i n to  1 - i n ch  ba l l s ,  and           

      p l a ce  1  i n ch  apa r t  on  p repa red  bak i ng     

      shee t .  Bake  fo r  15  m inu tes  o r  un t i l           

      l i gh t l y  b rown .  

STEP  3 :  D IP  

     Se rve  warm w i th  sou thwest  d i pp i ng           

     s auce .  
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PRE T T Y   

I N  P I NK

GRAPE FRU I T

COCKTA I L

INGRED IENTS  

1 /4  cup  g rapef ru i t  j u i ce  

½ cup  spa rk i ng  wate r  

1  oz  tequ i l a  and  ad j u s t  to  you r           

   t a s te ;  vodka  can  be  used  i n s tead  

2 -3  t ab l e spoons  o f  m in t  s imp le           

   s y rup ;  wate r ,  suga r ,  f r esh  m in t  

F resh  l ime ;  about  ½ l ime ,  bu t  you     

   c an  add  more  i f  des i r ed  

I ce  

MAR I A

PROVENZANO
CONTR IBUTOR 

"When  i t  comes  to  cock ta i l s ,  i t  i s  a l l
about  ba l ance .  I  p re fe r  a  d r i nk  tha t

has  b r i gh tness  and  f l a vo r  r a the r  than
a  d r i nk  tha t  i s  ex t reme l y  sweet .  I  have

c rea ted  what  I  l i k e  to  ca l l  “P re t ty  i n
P i nk  Grapef ru i t ”  cock ta i l ,  because  i t

l ooks  so  f ancy  you  w i l l  f ee l  p re t ty
s i pp i ng  on  i t .
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EA S Y  REC I P E S

STEP  1 :  COMB INE  
1 .  Make  the  s imp le  s y rup  by  comb in i ng  the  
     s uga r  and  wate r  i n  a  sauce  pan  ove r           
    med i um hea t .  
2 .  S t i r  un t i l  t he  suga r  d i s so l ves  and  i t           
      comes  to  a  s immer .  
3 .  S t i r  i n  t he  f resh  m in t  l eaves .  
4 .  S immer  on  l ow  fo r  about  8 - 10  m inu tes ;     
      s t r i ng  occas i ona l l y .  
5 .  A l l ow  to  coo l  and  remove  the  m in t .  
6 .  S to re  th i s  i n  a  sea l ed  conta i ne r  and           
      r e f r i ge ra te .  

STEP  2 :  ST IR  
1 .  I n  a  t a l l  g l a s s ,  s t i r  t ogethe r  the                    
     g r apef ru i t  j u i ce ,  t equ i l a  and  s imp le  s y rup .  
2 .  Add  i n  the  spa rk l i ng  wate r  and  i ce .  

STEP  3 :  GARN ISH  
1 .  Squeeze  i n  the  j u i ce  o f  ha l f  a  l ime .  
2 .  Ad j u s t  to  you r  t a s te  by  add i ng  more  o f     
      any th i ng  you  l i ke .  
3 .  Ga rn i sh  w i th  m in t  and  g rapef ru i t  s l i c es .
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HEA L THY

TURKEY  CH I L I

INGRED IENTS  

1  l b  l ean  tu rkey   
1  zucch i n i  squash ,  d i ced  
1  ye l l ow  on i on , d i ced  
4  sweet  baby  be l l  peppers ,  d i ced  
2  ce l e r y  s ta l k s ,  d i ced  
1  pack  o f  l ow  sod i um ch i l i              
   s eason i ng  
1  cup  o f  l ow  sod i um vegetab l e     
   b ro th  
1  l a rge  can  o f  Rote l ' s  m i l d  d i ced  
   t omatoes  and  g reen  ch i l i e s  
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EA S Y  REC I P E S

STEP  1 :  COMB INE  
 Comb ine  a l l  i ng red i en ts  i n to  a  s l ow  
  cooker  and  l e t  i t  se t  on  h i gh  fo r  8  hou rs .  
  S t i r  we l l  and  se rve .  Add  sa l t  and  pepper  
  t o  t as te  (bu t  no t  too  much  sa l t ) .  

STEP  2 :  TOP  
 Add  g reen  on i ons  and  non- fa t  sou r  c ream 
  i f  you  l i ke  i t  c reamy .  En j oy !
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D I Y  OUTDOOR

S TORAGE

OT TOMAN

MATER IALS  

5  ga l l on  bucket  and  l i d  
150  fee t  o f  3 /8  i n ch  (98- 108 lb )     
  tw i s ted  s i s a l  r ope  
I ndus t r i a l  ou tdoor  g l ue  
Sc i s so r s  
Un i co rn  SP iT  Zea  Tea l  Ge l  S ta i n     
  and  b rush  
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HOME  D I Y

STEP  1 :  WRAP  

1 .  Remove  the  l i d  f rom the  bucket  and  se t           

     a s i de .  

2 .  S ta r t i ng  a t  the  bo t tom o f  the  bucket  and        

     g l ue  the  end  o f  the  rope  a l ong  the  bo t tom    

     edge .  

3 .  S ta r t  wrapp ing  the  rope  a round  and  up  the  

     bucket ,  s ecu r i ng  w i th  g l ue  a s  you  go .    

STEP  2 :  L ID  

1 .  Make  su re  you  s top  wrapp ing  when  you  ge t     

     t o  the  top  where  the  l i d  w i l l  f i t .  Secu re  the  

     end  o f  the  rope  w i th  g l ue .     

2 .  G l ue  and  wrap  the  rope  a round  the  l i d ,           

     sp i r a l i ng  i nward  un t i l  t he  en t i r e  l i d  i s              

     cove red .    

STEP  3 :  PA INT  

   App l y  Un i co rn  SP iT  Ge l  S ta i n  w i th  a  b rush  to  

   t he  bo t tom por t i on  o f  the  bucket  to  add  a        

   pop  o f  co l o r .  En j oy  the  amaz ing  l a vender           

   s cen t  o f  Un i co rn  SP iT  wh i l e  you  pa i n t !     
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NO  S EW

OUTDOOR

P I L LOWS

MATER IALS  

Outdoor  t ab l ec l o th  
Fabr i c  g l ue  
Po l y - f i l  
S c i s so r s  
Ya rd  s t i ck  

L YNN  L I L L Y
FOUNDER  AND  CH IEF  EXECUT IVE

OFF ICER  
" I  l o ve  b r i gh t  f un  pa t te rned  ou tdoor

p i l l ows ,  bu t  they  a re  so  expens i ve !  One
p i l l ow  can  r ange  f rom $30-50 !    I n s tead

of  b l ow ing  my  who l e  budget  on  one
p i l l ow ,  I  pu r chased  an  ou tdoor

tab l ec l o th  and  a  bag  o f  po l y - f i l  and
was  ab l e  to  make  th ree  16x16  i n ch

p i l l ows ! "  
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HOME  D I Y

STEP  1 :  MEASURE  
1 .  Lay  the  t ab l ec l o th  ( i f  t he  mate r i a l              
     a l l ows ,  i r on  o r  s team out  wr i nk l e s )  on  a  
     f l a t  su r face .  
2 .  Measu re  and  cu t  one  p i ece  o f  f ab r i c  to     
     36  i n ches  x  18  i n ches .  Cu t  i t  i n  ha l f .  
3 .  P l a ce  bo th  p i eces  f ac i ng  each  o the r .    

STEP  2 :  GLUE  
1 .  G l ue  a l ong  a l l  4  s i des  l eav i ng  a  6  i n ch        
     open i ng  on  one  s i de .   
2 .  A l l ow  g l ue  to  d ry .  
3 .  F l i p  the  p i l l ow  i n s i de  ou t .     

STEP  3 :  STUFF  
1 .  F i l l  w i th  po l y - f i l l .    
2 .  Fo l d  the  edges  o f  the  open ing  i nward  to  
    match  the  seams  and  g l ue .  Le t  d ry .           
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D I Y  MARB L ED

COF F E E  TAB L E

TRAY

MATER IALS  

1  doub l e -paned  p i c tu re  f r ame  
1  wh i te  p i e ce  o f  paper  
Marabu  Easy  Marb l e  i n  Aqua     
 G reen  and  Wh i te    
1  wooden  dowe l  t o  s t i r  
1  pa i r  o f  g l oves  
Wate r  
La rge ,  c l ean  empty  b i n  
Photo  o r  p r i n t  o f  you r  cho i ce  
I ndus t r i a l  g l ue  
2  cab i ne t  hand l es  
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HOME  D I Y

STEP  1 :  PREP  
1 .  Add  wate r  to  you r  b i n ,  f i l l  up  enough  to     
     comp le te l y  submerge  g l a ss  
2 .  P i ck  two  Easy  Marb l e  co l o r s  
3 .  Wear i ng  g l oves ,  shake  each  bo t t l e .  Add     
      one  co l o r  a t  a  t ime  on to  the  su r face  o f  
      t he  wate r ,  be  generous .      

STEP  2 :  MARBLE  
1 .  Once  the  su r face  i s  comp le te l y  cove red     
    w i th  Easy  Marb l e ,  l i gh t l y  s t i r  t he  co l o r s     
     u s i ng  you r  skewer .    
2 .  Once  you ’r e  done  s t i r r i ng ,  qu i ck l y  and        
      c a re fu l l y  g rab  one  g l a ss  pane  ho ld i ng  i t  
      by  i t s  top  co rne rs  and  d i p  en t i r e  pane     
      i n to  the  wate r  f rom bot tom to  top .    
3 .  Wh i l e  the  g l a ss  i s  i n  the  wate r ,  u se  a        
      pape r  towe l  t o  r emove  excess  i nk  f rom    
      t he  su r face  to  avo id  doub l e  d i p .    
     
STEP  3 :  ASSEMBLE  
1 .  P l a ce  the  marb l ed  g l a ss  on  top  and  then  
      a t t ach  f r ame  back i ng .       
2 .  Next  f l i p  ove r  and  g l ue  cab i ne t  hand l es     
     t o  oppos i t e  ends  o f  the  f r ame .           
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B A K E R F E L U I A . CO

D I Y

DOORMAT

P LANTER

MATER IALS  

Wooden  box  
Rubber  doormat  
I ndus t r i a l  c r a f t  g l ue  
Sc i s so r s  
Wh i te  sp ray  pa i n t  
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HOME  D I Y  

STEP  1 :  RUBBER  MAT  
1 .  Cu t  a  p i e ce  o f  the  rubber  mat  to  f i t  t he     
     f r on t  o f  the  box .    
2 .  Sp ray  pa i n t  w i th  wh i te  to  match  box .           
      Repeat  coa ts  un t i l  t he  mat  i s  comp le te l y  
      wh i te .  
3 .  Once  the  box  i s  pa i n ted  and  d ry ,  g l ue  the  
    mat  to  the  box .  

STEP  2 :  FLOWER BOX  
1 .  I f  t he  box  i s  no t  meant  fo r  the  ou tdoors ,  
     t r ea t  w i th  wate rp roof  sp ray .    
2 .  D r i l l  a  f ew  ho l e s  fo r  wate r  d ra i nage .  
3 .  Sp ray  pa i n t  the  wooden  box  wh i te .    

STEP  3 :  PLANT  
1 .  P l an t  you r  f avo r i t e  p l an t s  and  s ta r t              
     deco ra t i ng  you r  po rch !



B A K E R F E L U I A . CO

D I Y  TAS S E L

J EWE LRY

MATER IALS  

1  se t  o f  embro ide ry  f l o s s  
2  2 1mm shor t  f i shhook  ea rw i res
(n i ck l e  f r ee )  
2  9mm round  j ump  r i ng  (n i ck l e
f ree )
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S IMP L E  CRA F T S

STEP  1 :  CUT  
   Cu t  8  i n ches  o f f  o f  the  embro ide ry  f l o s s .     
   Se t  a s i de .  Cu t  the  ends  o f  the  res t  o f  the  
   s e t  o f  embro ide ry  f l o s s .  

STEP  2 :  LOOP  
1 .   Loop  c l u s te r  o f  f l o s s  th rough  9mm r i ng .  
2 .  Use  the  8  i n ch  f l o s s  to  l oop  3  t imes              
      a round  the  top  o f  the  t asse l .  T i e  a  t i gh t  
      kno t  and  t r im  o f f  the  excess  f l o s s .  

STEP  3 :  ATTACH 
1 .  Gent l y  open  the  j ump  r i ng  and  s l i de  the     
     f i sh  hoop  ea rw i re  th rough .  P ress  the  j ump  
     r i ng  t i gh t  and  ro ta te  the  j ump  r i ng                 
     open i ng  to  h i de  w i th i n  the  t asse l .  
2 .  Repeat  s teps  1 -4  fo r  the  second  p i ece  o f  
     t he  ea r r i ng .  L i ne  up  the  ea r r i ng  t asse l s        
     and  t r im  o f f  excess  f l o s s  to  even  ou t  the  
     ends .
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D I Y

WATERME LON

P I ÑA TA

MATER IALS  

Paper  p l a te  
S t r i ng  
Candy  
T i s sue  paper  
Ca rds tock  
S tap l e r  
G l ue  
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K I D S  CRA F T S

STEP  1 :  BU ILD  
1 .  Fo l d  p l a te  a round  s t r i ng .  S tap l e  edges        
     t ogethe r ,  l e av i ng  room to  s tu f f  candy .  
2 .  Cu t  t i s sue  paper  l a ye r s .  G l ue  to  bo th        
      s i des  o f  the  p l a te .    

STEP  2 :  DECORATE  
   Add  ca rd  s tock  seeds  on  top  o f  the  t i s sue  
   pape r .    

STEP  3 :  PLACE  
   P l a ce  wate rme lon  p i ña ta  i n  a  hang ing           
   pos i t i on  f rom a  t ree .  Whack  and  ge t  you r  
   c andy !
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CAC TUS  R I NG

TOS S

MATER IALS  

Pa i n ted  te r raco t ta  po ts  

Qu i ck  g r i p  

Embe l l i s hments  

Outdoor  s t y ro foam 

Spray  pa i n t  

Foam-tac  

T i s sue  paper  

Rope  

MAR I A  GARC I A
CRAFTER  

" I  l o ve  spend ing  my  summers  ou tdoors
w i th  my  f r i ends  and  f am i l y ,  so  what

bet te r  way  to  en j oy  the  sunsh i ne  than
w i th  a  f un  and  s imp le  game  o f  cac tus
r i ng  toss !  Th i s  c r a f t  i s  easy  to  c rea te

and  can  doub l e  a s  ou tdoor  deco r ! "  
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K I D S  CRA F T S

STEP  1 :  DECORATE  
   Pa i n t  and  embe l l i s h  th ree  o r  more                 
     t e r raco t ta  po ts .  Use  qu i ck  g r i p  to  a t tach  
     embe l l i s hments .    

STEP  2 :  CARVE  
1 .  T race  and  cu t  cac tus  a rm  shapes  ou t  o f     
      t he  ou tdoor  s t y ro foam .  Cu t  th ree  to           
      comp le te  one  cac tus .    
2 .  Repeat  th i s  s tep  w i th  the  rema in i ng           
      c ac t i ,  v a ry i ng  the  s i ze  o f  bo th .    

STEP  3 :  TEXTUR IZE  
1 .  Sp ray  pa i n t  each  cac tus  and  l e t  d ry .    
2 .  Use  Foam-Tac  to  a t tach  cac tus  a rms  and  
      l e t  d ry .    
3 .  Add  a  t i s sue  paper  f l ower  to  each  cac tus  
      f o r  a  pop  o f  co l o r .    

STEP  4 :  R INGS  
1 .  Use  Qu i ck  Gr i p  to  g l ue  rope  i n to  r i ngs .        
    Make  seve ra l  r i ngs  so  eve ryone  can  p l ay !
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SUMMER

MASON  J AR S

MATER IALS  

Mason  j a r s  
Pa i n t  
Marke r  
Goog l y  eyes  
Fe l t  
T i s sue  paper  
Ca rds tock  
Pops i c l e  s t i cks

J E S S I C A

BERC I AN - RU I Z
CRAFTER  

"Mason  j a r s  a re  the  u l t imate  summer
must -have .  F rom pa r ty  deco r  to  sweet

tea  g l a s ses ,  you  can  use  them fo r
p rac t i c a l l y  any  c ra f t  o r  r ec i pe !  These
j a r s  wou ld  be  the  pe r fec t  a ccesso ry

fo r  an  ou tdoor  pa r ty  o r  an  i ndoor
summer  f l a re ! "
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K I D S  CRA F T S

STEP  1 :  PA INT  
1 .  Pa i n t  mason  j a r s  un t i l  co l o r  i s  so l i d  and
l e t  d ry .    

STEP  2 :  CUT  
1 .  Cu t  ou t  f e l t  f o r  f l owers  i n  s ca l l i on           
     shape  and  ro l l  up .  Cu t  f e l t  i n to  cac tus     
     a rms ,  koa l a  nose  and  ea r s .    
2 .  Cu t  paper  shapes  fo r  koa l a  ea r s  and        
      f l am ingo  head .    

STEP  3 :  DECORATE  
1 .  A t tach  goog l y  eyes  to  each  mason  j a r .    
2 .  Use  pe rmanent  marke r  to  add  de ta i l s  t o  
      t he  mason  j a r s .  
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BY SANDRA RODRIGUEZ | charmedcrownblog.com 

Are you in full swing of all things summer yet?  What better way to enjoy the season
than with tech items that make summer just as fun and relaxing for adults as it is
for kids! To be honest, grown-up gadgets have evolved a lot and they just keep
getting better and better, especially in the last few years. Check out ten of the
coolest tech items I could find for this summer: 

1. The AMMSUN Beach Tent with sandbag anchors is not only easy to put up on a hot
summer day but it comes in different colors and is light to carry wherever you go. 

2. The AirPuff Inflatable Lounge Chair Outdoor for the beach or any outdoor travel.
It's comfortable and the best part, it's portable.  Easy to carry and inflate when you
need to lounge and the best time to lounge is when you're reading your digital
magazine subscription on your Kindle, which brings me to the next best tech item. 

3. If you own a Kindle, Amazon makes it super easy to take your favorite magazine
subscription with you without the fuss of carrying a stack of them to the beach.
These digital Kindle edition subscriptions are affordable and easy to download for a
good read, all while lounging on your portable, inflatable chair.  

4. If you're a wine lover like me, then this is probably the best thing you've heard of
yet. An on-the-go wine chiller. Yes, please!  It's such a great tech item to have when
you're nowhere near a refrigerator and we all know a cooler at the beach is not
going to maintain your wine as chilled as you'd like.  This is one of my top must have
items this summer. 

5. We all know that summer means friends and listening to music or watching videos
together. This AmazonBasics 5-way multi headphone splitter makes it easy enough
to do just that.  Sharing is caring and making the best memories with friends while
sharing is key! 

1 0  M U S T - H A V E  S U M M E R  T E C H

G A D G E T S
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6.  Fits in your pocket.  This Ancord Wireless Bluetooth speaker is perfect when you’re packing
to head out on your next venture because you don’t have to worry about packing too much with
this mini speaker.  It’s supposed to be loud just like a regular speaker so don’t go judging it by its
size. 

7. This Fujifilm Instax Share smartphone printer is a must have this Summer for all those
memories you’ll be creating.  We all know how easy it can be to forget about all the pictures we
take and put off to print but with this smartphone printer right in front of us it’ s easy enough
to print your photos the very moment you get the opportunity to do so. 

8. Movies outdoors are what summer’ s were made for.  It’ s not summer without having at least
one outdoor movie party!  This Epson PowerLite Home Cinema 500 is compatible with a big
screen, HDMI, and built-in sound.  I honestly need one of these asap.  We usually borrow one, but
having one of our own is not out of our reach anymore. 

9.  Now campers, this is a must-have.  I’ m no camping expert but I must say, this BioLite
Campstove 2 Wood Burning and USB charging even impressed me.  I’m actually looking forward
to camping now just to put this BioLite to work. 

10.  I don’t know about you but I tend to use my phone for just about anything these days and so
I tend to use up my battery in no time.  This Weikin Fast Wireless Charger is a lifesaver and
saves me when I’m nowhere near home and in need to charge my phone. 

Now that you have the inside scoop on the best tech items this summer, you’re sure to be the
life of any party and ready when you’re ready to throw one.  I can’ t tell you how excited I am for
these.  Summer is one of my favorite seasons for entertaining so I know these are sure to be a
hit. 

S ANDRA

RODR I GUEZ

Photo: Instax
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BY JESSICA WATT | jessicawatt.com 

The long, warm days of summer are the perfect time to kick back, relax and
invite friends over for a night of entertaining under the stars. With a little
planning and these simple tips, you can put together an evening that you, as
the host, can enjoy just as much as your friends. Here are a few tips to help
you throw the perfect, stress free summer get together!  

A drink station is a must for any party and my absolute favorite addition to
any get together. I purchased a bar cart that I use to transition through
seasons and holidays. It is totally functional and gives you another fun area
to decorate. You can never have too many kinds of drinks during the
summer so I like to keep my bar cart stocked full of flavored waters,
lemonade, iced tea and fruity sangria. To keep our drinks bug-free, I place a
cute cupcake liner over the cups and stick a paper straw through the middle
of the liner. Orange slices work, too. Add a burst of color to your drink
station! I like to keep my kiddos happy too with a wagon full of ice and juice
boxes that they can grab as needed.  

Nothing will make your guests run inside faster than an evening filled with
mosquitos. They can totally ruin a good time, so having a basket filled with
bug spray will help your party stay bug and itch free. I like to keep mine,
along with sunscreen (if you are entertaining during the day), in a cute
basket where all of my guests can see it and feel free to use as needed.
Citronella candles also help keep those party crashers away, while adding
some fun ambiance to your party.  

5  T I P S  F O R  S U M M E R   

E N T E R T A I N I N G
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Serving food in large apothecary jars not only looks beautiful on your table,
but they also keep your foods bug-free. Apothecary jars are perfect for
fruit salads, pasta salads and green salads. Attach a cute label to let guests
know what is in each jar. Filling mason jars for individual servings is another
fun way for guests to grab their food easily, kick their flip flops off and
relax. Who doesn't love eating out of a mason jar?  

One of best parts of summer is being outside, so meals that don't keep you
away from your guests are best and summer is all about grilling anyway!
Small kabobs of chicken in your favorite marinade and grilled colorful
veggies are the perfect entree in addition to your salads. Your guests can
just grab a skewer or two along with their salads and you can spend more
time enjoying their company instead of worrying about being in the kitchen.
Yummy food and enjoying your guests is a win-win!  

Friends circled around a campfire is the perfect way to end the day and you
cannot have a campfire without s'mores. Don't have a fire pit? Sterno
canned heat does the job just as well. Fill a large tray with your favorite
s'more must-haves. Marshmallows already skewered, chocolate bars,
crackers, chocolate chip cookies, peanut butter cups, caramels, and
whatever else you like on your s'more! Having everything out of its
packaging will let your guests serve themselves easily. Make sure you have
paper towels and wipes nearby for sticky fingers!  

Relaxing and making memories is what summer is all about. Surround
yourself with friends, cold drinks, a good meal and enjoy the moment!  

J E S S I C A  WAT T
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BY ELLEN LAFLECHE-CHRISTIAN | confessionsofanover-workedmom.com 

These travel hacks will make all the difference on your next family
vacation! Summer is the time for family travel. But, getting from point A
to point B with the kids isn't as easy as you think. Here are a few of my
favorite travel hacks for families that will make the travel part of your
vacation a little bit easier. 

1. Stay organized with a shoe organizer. 
Did you think that shoe organizers were just for shoes? They make a great
way to organize your child's toys, sippy cup, crayons, snacks, wet wipes,
and pacifiers. They hang easily over the back seat in a car, airplane, or
train. Just unroll it once you board and keep everything within arms reach.
Choose a clear shoe organizer to make it easier to see. 

2. Dress everyone in layers 
You never what the temperature will be like when you land. And, to make
travel even more complicated, you never know who will get cold on the
airplane. If you dress everyone in layers, you can take off or add layers
when temperatures change rather than changing your entire outfit. Or, if
you're traveling with small children and they make a mess on their shirt,
it's easy to just take off a layer to reveal the clean shirt underneath. 

  

5  T R A V E L  H A C K S  F O R  F A M I L I E S
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3. Keep cords and chargers handy. 

   Don't lose your charging cords, chargers, and earbuds in the bottom of       

   your bag or carryon. Store everyone's tech cords in an eyeglass case. This 

   will keep the cords from getting tangled and make them much easier to     

   find. 

4. Keep dirty shoes away from clothes.   

    If you need to pack your shoes back in your suitcase but are worrying       

    about the dirty soles making a mess, no problem. Just place your shoes in 

    a clear shower cap sole side down. The cap will keep your shoes from       

    making a mess in your suitcase. 

5. DIY I Spy Game. 

    Nothing is worse than children that are bored. You can make your own I     

    Spy Game with an empty plastic soda bottle, Epsom salt, and a variety of 

    plastic toys, trinkets, beads, and charms. Just seal the top with duct tape 

    so they cannot get it off and make a mess. 

E L L EN

L A F L E CHE -

CHR I S T I AN
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BY JESSICA LITMAN | theorganizedmama.com 

Back to school can be stressful with all the last-minute to-do's. But when you get
organized before school starts, everything has a way of becoming less stressful. As a
professional organizer, I have some tried and true methods for 10 things every mom
should do for back to school! 

1. Establish Routines 
   As the summer winds down, start getting ready for back to school by establishing     
   routines for both morning and night. Get the kids internal clocks back on track so     
   they can wake up earlier than they have during the summer. This means going to bed 
   earlier! 

2. Set Up A Drop Zone 
    So the kids are going to be barreling through the door at the end of the day and     
    dropping all the stuff all over the house. Why not create a designated drop zone so 
    they don’t have to leave a trail? I have created drop zones using oversized baskets,   
    clear containers, cubbies, or something as simple as a mat! 

3. Create A Command Center 
    Look at all the papers coming in, then create a specific location for each category   
    of paper. They could be school, activities, medical, health, or important documents.   
    Find an effective location for those papers to be filed. Clipboards, hanging file         
    folders, or magnetic boards can easily be used to create an effective command         
    center that holds all the documents you need!  

4. Meal Prep 
    Once school starts, your day will fly by, so thinking about dinner can be challenging! 
    Start your week by meal prepping. I like to try one new recipe a week and keep the 
    rest simple/familiar. Plus I do the new recipe toward the beginning of the week, as I 
    am more willing to actually cook dinner! 

1 0  T H I N G S  E V E R Y  M O M  S H O U L D   

D O  F O R  B A C K - T O - S C H O O L
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5. Organize Closets and Drawers 
    Before school starts, go through all the kiddos’ closets and drawers. Create an organized           
    system for them to find exactly what they need. I love to give each drawer a specific category.   
    This will help streamline where the child needs to look to find clothing in the morning. 

6. Keep Things Low Key 
    Sometimes we forget that back to school can be stressful for the kids as well as us. So give       
    yourself and the kids some downtime. Take the afternoon to go on a bike ride, or play in the       
  pool. By keeping things low-key, are you creating a stress-free back to school for everyone! 

7. Get Supplies And Fill Out Forms 
   Make sure you get all the necessary school forms completed and turned in before school starts. 
   Plus grab those school supplies; teachers appreciate this, too! 

8. Schedule All The Appointments 
    Don’t forget to get those doctors appointments scheduled during that downtime between           
    camp and school. We schedule the doctor, eye doctor, and dentist in August so we are prepared 
    for school. 

9. Pictures 
    Once you take your first-day pictures, create a folder in your picture app on your phone. Add     
    the first-day pictures, along with any other pictures that you take of your child throughout the 
    year. You can turn that into a book or a collage once the year is done. 

10. Mom Time 
     Finally, don’t forget to schedule in some mom time! Back to school can be stressful so make       
     sure you allow for some time for yourself. Schedule that haircut you have put off or that           
     manicure you wanted to do. It gives you something to look forward to once school starts! 

J E S S I C A

L I TMAN
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