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REALLY REALLY OLD 

AURORA BOREALIS CRYSTALS 

  

  

Swarovski, based in the mountains of Wattens, Austria, was the first to develop the technology  

to produce the coating known as Aurora Borealis in the mid 1950s. This AB effect was named 

after the beautiful flashes of colors in the Northern Lights. It was made by special request for  

the French couture designer Christian Dior, who was the first to use Swarovski  Crystals with 

AB finishing for his for clothing and costume jewelry collections.  

This coating technique spread in the late 1950s through 1960s to other factories in 

Czechoslovakia and West Germany that were also producing cut crystals. 



The machine cut beads were fairly similar in shape and faceting from factory to factory, but 

some were produced in different shapes with different cuts of facets. 

A few of the different facets can be seen pictured above. 

 

The source of the beads can often be identified if they are in their original packaging. 

  

 

 
 

The production of Swarovski was wrapped in a folded paper envelope that was opened to access 

the beads, as shown in the picture on the top left. The beads were loose inside the paper wrapper. 

The K.S. & Co. Trade Mark underneath the quantity, size, style and color indicates that this 

merchandise was made after 1949 and before 1969.  

As the picture on the above right shows, the production of Czechoslovakian merchandise  

usually came in boxes wrapped in a blue-grey paper wrapper, and was labeled with the style 

number, size, color and quantity. Sometimes the goods were loose on strings, and other times 

they came in plastic trays, pictured bottom left.  Here, our importer's logo is clearly identified  

on the box label JSR for Joseph S. Rosenberg.   

They were placed into grey pressed cardboard boxes, and Made in Czechoslovakia was stamped 

on the side. These goods were produced after 1958, since there was no production of glass  

beads in Czechoslovakia from World War II until 1958.  
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