
YOU WILL NEED
A hot palette, like a pancake griddle, set to around 175 degree F 

Natural bristle brushes: hog and hake style

A substrate that is absorbent, such as a wood panel 
(do not use acrylic primed surfaces)

Hot Sticks Wax Paints - We used Cobalt Blue Light, Titanium White, 
Ultramarine Blue, Yellow Ochre, Citron Green, & Naphthol Red

Hot Sticks Wax Medium

Slick Wax or Soy Wax for cleaning

Pottery tools for scraping

Paper Towels

Heat gun

PAINTING WITH HOT STICKS

Find out more about encaustic painting tecniques and encaustic paints at www.encausticpaints.com

Begin by melting Enkaustikos Wax Medium Hot Sticks on 
the hot palette set between 150 and 175 degrees F. To 
melt the Wax Medium hold the Hot Stick with your finger-

tips and touch the stick to the hot palette, the wax will melt and 
you can control how much wax you want to melt at a time. 

With a natural bristle brush, apply a base coat layer of En-
kaustikos Wax Medium to the entire surface that you will 
be painting on. If you are painting on paper, this step is 

not necessary. You can place your substrate directly on the hot 
palette for this process, as the heat from the palette will make it 
easier to spread the wax medium.

To create pools of color for your brush, simply rub your Hot 
Sticks on the hot palette and melt what you need instantly.  
You can use the paint unmixed or you can create color 

mixes right on the hot palette by combining two or more colors 
together with your brush. Now you can apply the paint that is 
on your palette to your painting surface using your brush. If the 
substrate remains on the hot palette you will be able to work 
with your paint continuously since the paint will stay liquid. This is 
a nice technique for starting off.  If you paint on a cool surface 
the wax paint will cool instantly. This will allow you to build layers 
of paint. There is no drying time with wax based paint, once the 
paint comes away from the heated palette it cools instantly. 

Continue to paint your image until you are done. If you 
have painted on a cool surface then place the painting 
face up on your hot palette for just a couple minutes to 

gently reheat and therefore create a stronger bond of wax lay-
ers. If you painted your image while your surface was on the hot 
palette, this step is not necessary. 

For added interest use scraping tools to carve back into 
the painted surface to create lines and designs in your 
wax.

Allow your painting to completely cool. You can frame 
your painting or display it on a picture stand. You do not 
need to frame behind glass. To clean your brushes or pal-

ette use a paper towel to wipe away paint while warm.
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