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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
This section deals with the diffi culties that artists expect to fi nd

when they try a new paint which is different in some way.  

What’s new about Atelier Interactive?

To be successful the difference in a new paint needs to be something artists can use optionally, because all artists 
use a bundle of tricks that have accumulated over time and are passed on as part of the tradition.

Controllability is Interactive’s point of difference.

· Being able to keep your paint wet when you want to blend is not challenging because 
everyone is used to handling wet paint and they now have the advantage of being able to 
extend the wet blending stage when they want to. 

· Oil painters do a lot of blending because oils remain wet for a long time. Sometimes
too long.

· Acrylic painters do more layering because the time available for blending has been so 
limited (until now).

· What Atelier Interactive introduces is the ability to keep your acrylic paint wet whenever 
you need to do more blending. You can introduce this new way of working whenever you 
like and incorporated it into your normal layering process, because the wet paint dries 
quickly as soon as you stop painting.  

How does it work?

When you want wet paint for blending you spray your painting with Unlocking Formula to keep it wet or to rewet 
it if it has started to dry. When you stop using Unlocking Formula, your painting dries normally.

Are there any hidden diffi culties?

Not really, because the choice of using the Unlocking Formula is up to you. The paint itself does behave slightly 
differently because it dries “from the bottom up” and does not form a skin. 

When Atelier Interactive is touch dry it can be over painted, but it goes through a curing stage during which the 
paint layer is “tender” until curing is completed some time later. If you plan to use a sgraffi to technique (vigourous 
scratch back, the technique that some artists use where they apply a second layer of paint and then scratch back 
vigorously to reveal some of the color beneath), we recommend using a traditional medium, like Atelier Binder 
Medium, mixed into your under layers to fi rm them up quickly. Note also that all acrylics dislike cold or humid 
wet weather and need warmth to dry them out.



W W W . A T E L I E R A C R Y L I C . C O M

INFO SHEET 111
UPDATED JULY 2016

Is there anything else?

Artists do fi nd that they get a more integrated effect when they use Atelier Interactive, even if they are not 
consciously keeping it wet with Unlocking Formula, and of course this means that it makes painting a little
bit easier.

What about Mediums?

There are mediums to keep your paint wet and there are also traditional mediums that make the painting skin 
over and dry quickly. Check the Atelier Mediums section on the website.

Can I use other brands with Atelier Interactive?

Yes it is compatible with other artists’ paints, but when you mix the two the mixture is dominated by the 
traditional formula, and the Unlocking Formula will not work with it. Most artists block in quickly so the early 
stages of a painting is where you would use your old paint or mixtures of it with Atelier Interactive. 

Are there any techniques where I may need to modify my basic Atelier Interactive 
paint?

Yes. If you prefer to block in very quickly, or if you like to do multiple layering techniques, you may want to convert 
your Atelier Interactive paint so that it becomes a traditional paint. You can do this by adding some Universal 
Medium/Varnish, or for that matter any of the other traditional mediums. Of course, you can use your favorite 
medium from other brands if you wish and it will probably make Atelier Interactive act more like a traditional 
acrylic too. Always test before application, as artists can do some creative things with paint.

Why is such an interesting paint so little known in America?

It’s brand familiarity probably. Atelier Interactive is very popular in Australia, which is its home territory. It 
is almost hidden away in America, because when Golden Open was released many artists thought that Atelier 
Interactive was a new slow drying paint like Golden Open. Most likely, they tried their familiar Golden brand to 
see if they would like using slow drying paint.

What precisely then is the difference?

Golden Open is what it says it is: A paint that is slow drying and therefore useful for such purposes as plein air 
sketching. It works well, but is specialized for slow drying techniques only.

Do I need two kinds of paint?

If you are using Golden Open you probably do need Golden Heavy Body as well. The Atelier Interactive formula is 
patented, and the interaction between the paint and the Unlocking Formula is unique because you can have wet 
paint whenever you want it, but you can also have normally drying paint as well, depending on how you want to 
use it.


