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44th Annual Interdisciplinary Spinal Cord Injury/Disease Course:  
A Focus on Neuromodulation  
 
The AbilityLab Academy is the not-for-profit, educational arm of the Shirley Ryan AbilityLab (formerly 
known as the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago). We are dedicated to advancing the ability of healthcare 
professionals by sharing the latest scientific discoveries and clinical practices that accelerate outcomes for 
patients. 
 
Our hospital has been ranked the “Best Rehabilitation Hospital in America” for 30 consecutive years, and 
our commitment to education and training has always been an integral part of that success. As our 
organization takes its next step in transforming rehabilitation, the AbilityLab Academy, is committed to 
bringing you new and innovative opportunities to learn. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Practitioners can build better therapeutic interventions when clinical decision-making and current research is 
at the forefront of evidence-based care. This innovative, interdisciplinary online course focuses on the 
resources and strategies that allow individuals with SCI/D to achieve their highest quality of life through 
methods of neuromodulation.  Over two days, this course will integrate interactive lectures, a workshop, case 
and panel discussion in order to facilitate skill-building opportunities.  The course focuses on 
neuromodulation and its use in treatment with restoration of motor control in individuals with SCI/D.  The 
course will review the focus on the mechanisms driving these invasive and noninvasive techniquies and 
translate into clinical recovery for injuries in the spinal cord.  The application of clinical assessment of patients 
with SCI and neuromodulation in practice via functional electrical stimulation, transcranial magnetic 
stimulation (TMS) and implanted devices will be reviewed. Day 2 will tap into the challenge of quality of life 
issues of living with a SCI/D such as pregnancy and sexuality, as well as promotion of disability as a critical 
element in medicine.  
 
Successful completion:  
In order to receive contact hours, daily sign in and completion of an on-line evaluation are required. 
Participants will attend live online lectures that provide a foundation for the online interactive sessions.   
 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
Physical Therapists, Physical Therapist Assistants, Occupational Therapists, Occupational Therapy Assistants,  
Nurses, and Physicians (not offering CME) 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to: 
 

• Identify current research and trends in neuromodulation with spinal cord injuries. 
• Theorize how various stimulation methods work mechanistically on the injured spinal cord 
• Discuss how experimental interventions using invasive and noninvasive methods can improve 

function in individuals with spinal cord injury  
• Discuss psychosocial considerations for men women living with a spinal cord injury and their families 

regarding reproductive health and sexuality.    
• Review issues facing individuals living with a disability and how advocacy and inclusion can inspire 

change in the population 
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COURSE CHAIRMAN 
Monica A. Perez, PT, PhD 
Scientific Chair, Arms and Hands AbilityLab, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab  
Professor, Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, 
Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine  
Research Scientist, Hines VA 
Dr. Perez received a Ph.D. in physical therapy from the University of 
Miami School of Medicine. She attended the University of 
Copenhagen as a post-doctoral fellow where she studied 
transmission in spinal cord networks. She then completed a 

postdoctoral fellowship at the Human Motor Human Cortical Physiology and Stroke Neurorehabilitation 
Section at the National Institutes of Health, where she focused on studies of cortical physiology and 
plasticity. Her main research interests are in understanding how the brain and spinal cord contribute to the 
control of voluntary movements in healthy humans and in individuals with spinal cord injury. She uses this 
mechanistic knowledge to develop rehabilitation therapies following CNS damage. 

COURSE COMMITTEE 

    Kelly Breen, MS, OTR/L † 
      FES lab therapist, Arms & Hands Lab, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab 
      Research therapist, SMU Lab, Arms & Hands Lab 

Sara Hobbs, PT, DPT, NCS† 
Board-Certified Clinical Specialist in Neurologic Physical Therapy, 
Therapy Manager, Spinal Cord Innovation Center 

    Amanda Myron Olson, PT, DPT, NCS † 
        Board-Certified Clinical Specialist in Neurologic Physical Therapy, SCI   
        Innovation Center Manager, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab Spinal Cord Injury 

 Program

  Ellen Jo Suerth, RN, CRRN  
       Ellen Jo Suerth BSN RN CRRN ONC 
       Clinical Nurse Educator Spinal Cord Innovation Center 
       Shirley Ryan AbilityLab
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COURSE FACULTY 
 
 

Jane E. Butler, Ph.D.      SPEAKER 
Senior Principal Research Scientist, Neuroscience Research Australia 
Professor, School of Medical Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, University of New 
South Wales, Australia  
 
Professor Butler received a Ph.D. in the neural control of breathing from the 
University of New South Wales, Australia. As a post-doctoral fellow she worked 
at the Miami Project to Cure Paralysis, University of Miami. Her current 
research includes fundamental and translational outcomes in the neural 
control of breathing with the aim to improve respiratory motor impairment in 
ageing, and respiratory or neurological disorders, such as spinal cord injury. In 

2019, she co-established the Spinal Cord Injury Research Centre at Neuroscience Research Australia, a 
centre focussed on the development and understanding of novel clinical methods to improve both 
respiratory and limb muscle function after spinal cord injury. 
 
 

Warren M. Grill, Ph.D.         SPEAKER 
Edmund T. Pratt, Jr. School Distinguished Professor of Biomedical Engineering 
Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering Professor of Neurobiology 
Professor of Neurosurgery Duke University 
 
Warren M. Grill received the B.S. in biomedical engineering in 1989 from Boston 
University and the Ph.D. in biomedical engineering in 1995 from Case Western 
Reserve University. Professor Grill teaches courses on circuits and 
instrumentation, bioelectricity, and the fundamentals and applications of 
electrical stimulation.  His research interests are in neural engineering and 
neuromodulation and include design and testing of electrodes and stimulation 
techniques, the electrical properties of tissues and cells, and computational 

neuroscience with applications to restoration of bladder function, treatment of movement disorders with 
deep brain stimulation, electrical stimulation for treatment of pain, and vagus nerve stimulation for 
regulation of organ function. He has published over 220 peer reviewed journal articles and has been 
awarded 53 US patents.He is Co-Founder, Director, and Chief Scientific Officer of NDI Medical, a medical 
device incubator, Co-Founder, Director, and Chief Scientific Officer of DBI, which is commercializing a novel 
approach to brain stimulation for neurological disorders, and Chief Scientific Advisor at SPR Therapeutics, 
which has developed a novel therapy for treating pain. In addition, he provides technical consulting to both 
small and large medical device companies. Dr. Grill serves as a Consultant to the Neurological Devices Panel 
of the FDA Medical Devices Advisory Committee, on the editorial boards of Brain Stimulation and Current 
Opinion in Biomedical Engineering, and is Deputy Editor for the Journal of Neural Engineering. He was 
elected as a Fellow of the American Institute of Medical and Biological Engineering in 2007, elected as a 
Fellow of the Biomedical Engineering Society in 2011, and was awarded a Javits Neuroscience Investigator 
Award by NIH-NINDS in 2015. 
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Kevin L. Kilgore, Ph.D.      SPEAKER 
Professor, Dept. Orthopaedics and Dept. PM&R, MetroHealth System and 
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine  
 
Dr Kevin Kilgore received the BS degree in Biomedical Engineering from the 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, in 1983, and the MS and Ph.D. degrees in 
Biomedical Engineering from Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, in 
1987 and 1991.  He is also a Biomedical Engineer in the Research Service of the 
VA Northeast Ohio Healthcare System and is an Associate Director in the 
Cleveland Functional Electrical Stimulation Center.  His research interests are in 
the clinical applications of functional electrical stimulation to provide hand and 
arm function for individuals with paralysis, and in the application of electrical 
currents to control unwanted neural activity. 

 
 

Vivian K. Mushahwar, Ph.D.      SPEAKER 
Professor, Division of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, Department of Medicine; 
Director, Sensory Motor Adaptive Rehabilitation Technology (SMART) Network; 
Director, Smart Technology (ST) Innovations 
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, University of Alberta 
 
Prof. Vivian K. Mushahwar received her B.Sc. degree in electrical engineering 
from Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, USA in 1991 and a Ph.D. degree in 
bioengineering from the University of Utah, Salt Lake City, USA in 1996. She 

received postdoctoral training at Emory University, Atlanta, GA, USA in rehabilitation medicine and the 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB, Canada in neuroscience. She is currently a professor in the 
Department of Medicine, Division of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at the University of Alberta, a 
Canada Research Chair (Tier 1) in Functional Restoration, and a Killam Professor. She is also the director of 
the Sensory Motor Adaptive Rehabilitation Technology (SMART) Network at the University of Alberta. Her 
research interests include identification of spinal-cord systems involved in locomotion, development of 
spinal-cord-based neural prostheses for restoring mobility after spinal cord injury, identification of 
rehabilitation interventions coupled with neuromodulation for enhancing mobility, and the use of active 
intelligent wearable devices for preventing secondary complications associated with neurological 
conditions including spasticity, pressure injuries, and deep vein thrombosis. 
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Emad Ibrahim, M.D., H.C.L.D.       SPEAKER 
Assistant professor, Departments of Urology and Neurological Surgery at the 
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine in Miami, Florida.  
Director of the Male Fertility Research Program at The Miami Project to Cure 
Paralysis 
 
Dr Ibrahim is board-certified by the American Board of Bioanalysis (ABB) and is 
currently the Director of the CLIA-certified Andrology Laboratory and the Sperm 
Cryopreservation Program. Dr. Ibrahim was a post-doctoral fellow at the Male 
Fertility Research Program of The Miami Project to Cure Paralysis under the 
mentorship of Dr. Nancy Brackett and continued in the position of assistant 
scientist. He is an expert in management of ejaculatory dysfunction and 
infertility in men with spinal cord injury. He performed over 2,000 penile 

vibratory stimulation procedures and over 500 electroejaculation procedures. He also trained more than 
75 professionals to perform these procedures and counseled over 700 men with SCI about the status of 
their infertility and provided information about assisted conception to over 150 couples with a male partner 
with SCI which helped 105 couples to achieve pregnancy. Dr. Ibrahim has presented his scientific work in 
many scientific meetings and has authored more than 100 scientific papers and abstracts as well as book 
chapters in the field of male infertility in men with spinal cord injury. 
 
 

Stacy Elliott, M.D.       SPEAKER 
Clinical Professor in the Departments of Psychiatry and Urologic Sciences 
University of British Columbia/ PI and Faculty member at International 
Collaboration on Repair Discoveries (ICORD) 
 
Dr. Stacy Elliott is a Sexual Medicine Physician whose interests lie in the sexual 
and reproductive consequences of medical or surgical problems. She is the 
Medical Manager of the BC Center for Sexual Medicine, Co-Director for the 
Vancouver Sperm Retrieval Clinic, and a sexual medicine consultant to the Sexual 
Health Rehabilitation Service at GF Strong Rehabilitation Hospital. She teaches 
undergraduates, postgraduates of UBC Medical School and has taught numerous 
practicing physicians. Dr. Elliott is an internationally recognized sexual medicine 
expert and speaker, and has extensive peer reviewed publications and book 

chapters on chronic illness, cancer, neurological disease and disability. She was recognized for her clinical 
care and research in sexual rehabilitation and fertility in persons with spinal cord injury by receiving the QE 
II Jubilee Medal for her work in 2012 and The Fellowship of American Spinal Cord Injury Association (FASIA) 
in October 2020. 
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Aiko K. Thompson, Ph.D.     SPEAKER  
Associate Professor Department of Health Sciences and Research 
College of Health Professions Medical University of South Carolina 
 
Dr. Thompson received her Ph.D. in Neuroscience from the University of 
Alberta, Canada, and did post-doctoral training at the Wadsworth Center in 
Albany, NY. She developed the original human H-reflex and motor evoked 
potential (MEP) operant conditioning protocols and conducted the first H-reflex 
and MEP conditioning studies in people with spinal cord injury, in which 
successful conditioning improved people’s walking. Her long-term research 
goals are to understand plasticity of the central nervous system (CNS) as it 

relates to motor control, and to learn how to guide that plasticity to help restore useful function in people 
after CNS damage. Her current research focuses on investigating functional roles of spinal reflexes during 
dynamic motion and evaluating the CNS plasticity associated with changing EMG evoked responses (e.g., 
spinal reflexes) in people with and without CNS damage.  
 

Cheri Blauwet, MD                      SPEAKER AND PANELIST   
Dr Blauwet is Board Certified in both Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation as 
well as Sports Medicine. She is a graduate of the Stanford University School of 
Medicine and completed her residency training in PM&R at Spaulding 
Rehabilitation Hospital/Harvard Medical School, where she served as Chief 
Resident. Additionally, she is a former Paralympic athlete in the sport of 
wheelchair racing, competing for the United States Team in three Paralympic 
Games (Sydney '00, Athens '04, Beijing '08) and bringing home a total of seven 
Paralympic medals. She is also a two-time winner of both the Boston and New 
York City Marathons, and has been nominated for the ESPY Award, the Laureus 
World Sports Award, and Women's Sports Foundation Athlete of the Year.  She 
is the Chairperson of the International Paralympic Committee’s Medical 
Committee and serves on the Board of Directors for the United States Anti-

Doping Agency (USADA) as well as the Neilsen Foundation Quality of Life Grant Review Board.   
 

Mara Gabrilli,       SPEAKER AND PANELIST 
Senator in Brazil  
Member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Ms. Mara 
Gabrilli, adverting professional and psychologist, is the first quadriplegic Senator 
in Brazil and member of the Committee onthe Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
She was an active longdistancerunner - besides marathons, she ran a 101K in 
Firenze, Italy - skiing in waters or ice mountains. In 1994 at the age of 26 she 
became quadriplegic in a car accident. Three years later, she founded the Institute 
Mara Gabrilli, an organization that develops programs in defense of the rights of 
persons with disabilities, promotes the Universal Design and fosters sport, 
cultural, and social projects and scientist researches. In 2005, Ms Gabrilli was 
nominated Secretary for the newly created, Department of Handicapped Issues, 

the first one in Brazil, by the Mayor of São Paulo after having offered him a plan of action to redesign the 
city, the largest in South America, to become friendlier and accessible for people with disabilities. She 
developed dozens of projects in the city of São Paulo for urban infrastructure, education, health, 
transportation, culture, leisure, labor, among others. Her work model became a reference in hundreds of 
Brazilian cities andstates, with the creation of policies oriented to the inclusion ofpersons with disabilities. 
Ms Gabrilli, twice elected Congresswoman as well as Councilor ofthe City of Sao Paulo, presented 56 bills 
of law, 2 constitutional amendment proposals and was the rapporteur of 15 bills of law.  
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Dr. Oluwaferanmi Okanlami     SPEAKER AND PANELIST 
Assistant Professor of Family Medicine, Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, and 
Urology at Michigan Medicine; Interim Director of Services for Students with 
Disabilities (SSD) and Director of Adaptive Sports & Fitness within the Division of 
Student Life at the University of Michigan.  
Director of Adaptive Sports in the Michigan Center for Human Athletic Medicine & 
Performance and is the Spokesperson for Guardian Life in their Equal & Able 
Partnership.   
 
He is a member of the Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honors Society,  received 
Michigan Medicine’s Distinguished Early Career Alumni Award in 2020, and was 
given the “A Teacher’s Teacher Award” by the Academy of Medical 

Educators.Nationally, he serves as the Disability Issues representative on the Steering Committee for the 
Group on Diversity and Inclusion at the AAMC, and the National Medical Association’s Council on Medical 
Legislation. He speaks around the country on topics related to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, including, 
but not limited to the lack of black male physicians and creating a health system that is accessible and 
inclusive to both patients and providers with disabilities, and has been featured on CBS News, Fox News, 
PBS News Hour, and MSNBC’s Morning Joe.  He is leading efforts to create an adaptive sports program, 
providing access to physical fitness and recreational and competitive sports for all. 
 
 

Mike Burris                                                                                          MODERATOR 
Unite 2 Fight Paralysis Board President                
Mike (of Colorado Springs, Colorado) received his B.A. from the University of 
Iowa and has an M.S. in Systems Management from the University of Southern 
California. Mike has more than 35 years of experience in the world of space 
exploration. He served as an Air Force intelligence officer from 1977-1982. 
After he left the Air Force, he went to work at Science Applications 
International Corp. (SAIC) before retiring as an Assistant Vice President at the 
end of 2011. Prior to joining the U2FP Board he served on three boards; he 
served 10-years as a school board member for the Lewis-Palmer School District 
#38 in Colorado during the 1990s, he was a member of the International 

Astronautical Congress (IAC) Space Transportation Committee from 2004-2011, and he is currently a 
member of Shirley Ryan AbilityLab formerly Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC) Foundation Board. In 
July 2009 while body surfing Mike suffered a C4 incomplete SCI that, although he is ambulatory, still impacts 
him today. Being on the U2FP Board provides him the opportunities to advance the goals of our community 
and advocate for all of us to live our best possible lives. Mike was elected to the role of Board President in 
the spring of 2019. 
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Dr. Colin Franz, M.D., Ph.D.                  MODERATOR 
Assistant Professor, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine, 
Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, and Neurology 
 
Dr. Colin Franz, MD/PhD, is a physician and scientist at the Shirley Ryan 
AbilityLab. His subspecialties include neuromuscular medicine, 
electrodiagnostic medicine, and neuromuscular ultrasound. He see patients 
for (i) peripheral nerve injuries, (ii) brachial plexus injuries, (iii) nerve or 
tendon transfer candidates or postoperative rehabilitation, (iv) 
polyneuropathy, diaphragm muscle weakness and ultrasound studies, and 

(v) motor neuron diseases such as ALS. Colin is the director of the Electromyography (clinical) and 
Regenerative Neurorehabilitation (research) laboratories at the Shirley Ryan AbilityLab hospital. His 
research is heavily inspired by the patient populations he cares for. His laboratory team takes a highly 
technology-oriented approach to precision rehabilitation medicine. Current studies range from transient 
(resorbable) implanted devices to deliver therapeutics directly to regenerating axons, to making human 
neurons derived from patient-derived pluripotent stem cells to determine isolate how individual genetic 
factors effect neurotrauma outcomes.  
 
 

Allison Kessler, MD, MSc     MODERATOR  
Attending Physician; Spinal Cord Injury Innovation Center 
Shirley Ryan AbilityLab 
Assistant Professor of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Northwestern 
University’s Feinberg School of Medicine 
 
Dr. Allison Kessler earned her medical degree from Northwestern University’s 
Feinberg School of Medicine and completed residency training at Northwestern 
Medicine and the Shirley Ryan Abilitylab. She also completed her fellowship in 

Spinal Cord Injury Medicine at the Shirley Ryan Abilitylab. Prior to moving to Chicago she completed a 
Master’s of Science in Biomedicine Bioscience and Society at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science. Her clinical activities focus on neurorehabliitation with a special interest in spinal cord injury 
recovery, pregnancy in spinal cord injury, and adolescent SCI as well as research focused on swimming after 
spinal cord injury. She is involved in medical education and is a curricular thread leader for the Feinberg 
School of Medicine.   
 

Bing Chen, M.D., Ph.D.                  LAB INSTRUCTOR  
Fellow at Shirley Ryan AbilityLab, Chicago, IL, USA.  
 
He received his Ph.D and Master of Science degrees in Rehabilitation Sciences and 
Master of Education degree in Measurement, Evaluation, Statistics and Assessment 
from the University of Illinois at Chicago, USA. He also received his medical degree at 
the Southwest Medical University, China. To study the mechanisms of spasticity and 
other neurophysiological change after human spinal cord injury, he joined the lab of 
Dr. Monica Perez at Shirley Ryan AbilityLab. His research is focused on the 
mechanisms of spasticity and non-invasive method to improve motor function after 
human spinal cord injury. 
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Corrie Abegglen, PT, MSPT † 
Physical Therapist, Arlington Heights Day Rehabilitation, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab 
 
Kathryn Abplanalp, MOT, OTR/L † 
Senior Occupational Therapist, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab Inpatient Spinal Cord Injury Program 
 
Jason Barbas, PT, DPT, NCS † 
Board-Certified Clinical Specialist in Neurologic Physical Therapy, Therapy Director, Ability Labs and 
Internal Staff Development, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab 
 
Kristen Forand, M.A., CCC-SLP † 
Senior Speech and Language Pathologist – 22nd floor Spinal Cord Injury Innovation Center 
Allied Health Training and Orientation Manager – Staff Development 
 
Piper Hansen, OTD, OTR/L, BCPR † 
Clinical Practice Leader, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab 
Clinical Assistant Professor,  Academic Fieldwork Coordinator, University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
Marisa Hernandez, OTD, OTR/L † 
Occupational Therapist, Spinal Cord Innovation Center, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab 
 
Mary Kuncis, BSN, RN, CRRN † 
Registered Nurse & Clinical Nurse Coordinator, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab Inpatient Spinal Cord Injury Program 
 
Julia Liguzinski, MOT, OTR/L † 
Occupational Therapist, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab Inpatient Spinal Cord Injury Program 
 
Colleen Zale, OTR/L, PT, DPT † 
Occupational Therapist, Physical Therapist, Spinal Cord Innovation Center 
 
AGENDA 
 
Thursday, April 8,  2021   
 
8:00  Expectations and Introduction to the course  
 
8:15 Facilitating Cough by Neurostimulation and Training after Spinal Cord Injury 

Jane Butler, Ph.D.  
 
8:45  Recovery of Lower Urinary Tract Function following Spinal Cord Injury   
 Warren M. Grill, Ph.D. 
 
9:15 Functional electrical stimulation to increase quality of life and function  
 Kevin L. Kilgore, Ph.D. 
 
9:45 Discussion* moderated by Monica A. Perez, PT, PhD 
 
10:15  Break  
 
10:45  Workshop: Physiological impairment level assessment: Spasticity, Sensory, TMS, Vibration 
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 Monica A. Perez, PT, Ph.D. & Bing Chen, Ph.D. 
 
12:45    Lunch  
 
1:45  Case discussion  

2:30 Case Study Problem Solving + Goal Setting (Small Group Session)* 
 †Faculty from Shirley Ryan AbilityLab leading small groups 
 
4:30    Conclusion Day 1 
 
Friday, April 9, 2021   
 
8:00  Reflection and Learning Summary   
 
8:15  Restoring Locomotion by Arm Cycling and Electrical Stimulation after Spinal Cord Injury 

Vivian K. Mushahwar, Ph.D. 
 

8:45 Conditioning a Simple Reflex Improves Locomotion after Spinal Cord Injury 
Aiko Thompson, Ph.D. 

 
9:15 Neurostimulation Improves and Preserves Rehabilitation Gains after Spinal Cord Injury 
 Monica A. Perez, PT, Ph.D. 
 
9:45 Discussion* moderated by Colin Franz, MD, Ph.D. 
 
10:15  Break  
 
10:45  Sexual and reproductive health after SCI  
 Stacy Elliott, MD  
 
11:15  Male Fertility in SCI  

Emad Ibrahim, MD 
 

11:45  Moderated discussion by Allison Kessler, MD, MSc 

12:15 Lunch  
 
Panel Discussion : Advocacy, Inclusion, Inspiration 
1:15  Cheri Blauwet, MD   
 
1:30 Oluwaferanmi O. Okanlami, M.D., M.S. 
 
1:45   Mara Gabrilli, Senator 
 
2:00 Moderator: Mike Burris  
 
2:45  Overview and Wrap Up : Monica Perez, PT, PhD / Melissa Kolski  
 
3:00  Conclusion  
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Physiological Impairment Level Assessment    
  
In this online lab, participants will have an opportunity to review different assessments that are 
important in patients with SCI/D.  Each demonstration will review outcomes focusing on sensory 
function and dermatome assessment, spasticity assessment using a portable dynamometer, and 
transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS)and use of vibration in conjunction with stretching.  The 
session will feature both demonstration and instruction with cases.  
 
Faculty: Monica Perez, PT, PhD &  Bing Chen, PhD  

 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY 
All cancellations must be in writing.  Refunds less a 20% administrative charge will be given until April 1, 
2020. The Academy reserves the right to cancel or change any programs for due cause. Cancellation of a 
program by the Academy will result in a full refund of tuition.  The Academy is not responsible for the 
refund of travel or hotel expenses under any circumstance 
 
IMPORTANT REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
Registrations will be taken in the order in which tuition checks or credit card information is received.  We highly 
encourage you to register online as these are processed more quickly than mailed or faxed registrations.  Full 
Tuition must accompany the registration form in order to confirm a place in this course.  Until you receive your 
confirmation letter, you are not officially registered for the course.  For online registrations, you will receive 
email confirmation on the day that you register.  For registrations received by standard mail or fax, the 
confirmation may take up to 3 weeks after we receive your registrations.  If you do not receive confirmation 
within this period, please call 312-238-6042. 
 
One week prior to the course, only internet registrations and faxed registrations that include an email will be 
accepted.  Please note that the course could reach its maximum enrollment before this time.   
 
LOCATION 
 
The program will be held online.  
 
Teaching modality/Delivery method  
This course is taught virtually using Zoom, an online meeting platform, and the Academy Learning Portal, 
and other online learning materials. 
 
TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 
To participate, you will need access to a computer with an Internet connection. High-speed broadband 
access (LAN, Cable or DSL) is highly recommended.  

 
• Internet connection: broadband wired or wireless (3G or 4G/LTE) 
• Web browser: Windows: Internet Explorer 11+,  Edge 12+, Firefox 27+,  Chrome 30+ 

o Mac: Safari 7+, Firefox 27+,  Chrome 30+ 
o Linux: Firefox 27+,  Chrome 30+ 

• JavaScript and Cookies enabled 
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• Flash Player 9+ 
• Speaker or headset to listen to audio files and participate in Zoom calls 

 
ACCESSIBILITY  
Please contact the Academy if you require special accommodations for this course.  
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT 
 
Physical Therapy  
This two-day course has been approved by the Illinois Physical Therapy Board for 12.5 contact Hours. 
Approval #216-000069 
 
The Shirley Ryan AbilityLab is recognized by the New York State Education Department's State Board for 
Physical Therapy as an approved provider of physical therapy and physical therapist assistant continuing 
education. This two-day course has been approved for 12.5 Contact Hours  
 
The following states require continuing education units with no state specific approval: CT, IA, and WA 
 
Occupational Therapy 

Shirley Ryan AbilityLab is an AOTA Approved 
Provider of professional development. Course 
approval ID# 01640. This distance learning-
interactive course is offered at 1.25 CEUs 

[intermediate level,Foundational Knowledge/OT Service Delivery]. AOTA does not endorse 
specific course content, products, or clinical procedures. 
 
Nursing  
 

 
The Shirley Ryan AbilityLab (P0609-11/30/2022) is approved as a provider of nursing continuing 
professional development by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on 
Accreditation. This CNE is being offered for 12.5 contact hours of continuing nursing education 
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44th Annual Interdisciplinary Spinal Cord Injury/Disease Course April 8-9, 2021      
   

Early Bird Registration Fee by February 25, 2021 $200 

Registration Fee After February 25, 2021 $300 
 
Questions? Contact Melissa Kolski, at mkolski@sralab.org or 312-238-7731 
 
Mail to:   Academy 
 Shirley Ryan AbilityLab 
 355 E. Erie Street, Suite 12-West  
 Chicago, Illinois 60611   
 
Please TYPE or PRINT your name and professional initials (MD, OT, PT, RN, etc.) as you would like them to appear on 
your continuing education certificate. 
 
First Name _______________________________Last Name  

Home Phone ( ) Prof. Initials  

Home Address  

City State Zip  

Organization/Facility  

Work Address  

City State Zip  

Work Phone ( ) Fax ( )  

Position  

E-mail (required)  

Please note: registration will not be processed without full payment. 
 
Method of Payment:   Check enclosed (Payable to: Shirley Ryan AbilityLab)  
  Credit Card 
Credit Card Users Must Complete the Following Information:   
 

 MasterCard    VISA       American Express 

Credit Card #  _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ 
Expiration Date  _ _ /_ _       CVV _ _ _ _ (security code on back of card) 

Name on Card  

Billing Address  

City State Zip  

Cardholder’s Signature  

Credit card registrations may be mailed or faxed to: 312-238-4451.   

Register Online at www.sralab.org or complete the  

form below and return with payment 
 

mailto:mkolski@sralab.org

