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A Merry 
little WiSConSin 
CHriStMAS
Although there are plenty of glass Christmas 
ornaments on the market, Brad Wipper-
furth wanted something different. So, he 
formed his own business Wipper Willow 
Ornaments offering original, hand-crafted 
ornaments featuring Wisconsin landmarks 
and honoring Lake Geneva.

“The design makes them unique,” says 
42-year–old Wipperfurth. “They are specifi c 
to different landmarks and even specifi c to 
smaller cities. We’ve always loved visiting 
Lake Geneva and like traveling to different 
areas in Wisconsin.”

Wipperfurth, who has a degree in com-
munications and commercial art from the 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, had 
been working in insurance management 
when he decided to return to his creative 
roots. Knowing how much his own three 
children, ages four to nine, looked forward 
to the holidays, he thought, why not cre-
ate something that can become a treasured 
heirloom?

In his family, he says, “Christmas is a favor-
ite. The kids love to see the ornaments 

when we get them out. I thought it would 
be a great idea to have a Christmas orna-
ment that you can display to remember 
special times.”

Wipper Willow’s blown-glass ornaments 
begin with Wipperfurth’s original sketches 
which are sent to noted glassmakers in 
Poland for production. Besides ornaments 
replicating landmark buildings from his wife, 
Isa’s hometown of Okoboji, Iowa, and orna-
ments depicting the city logo of Middleton, 
Wisconsin where they now live, of note 
are the recently added Lake Geneva orna-
ments. These include a handcrafted 3½" 
high sailboat and a two-sided, 
dimensional Lake Geneva 
greeting inspired by a vintage 
postcard. The postcard is 5¼" 
inches high and 3¼" inches 
wide. Each design is a limited 
edition and available until it’s 
sold out.

“The biggest thing I enjoy is 
being able to create unique 
products that people can 
enjoy,” he says. “They can be 
passed down from generation 
to generation. They all have a 
story to tell.”

The ornaments start at $30 and can be 
ordered online at www.wipperwillow.com.

DelAvAn eAtery 
tHriveS in neW 
‘olD’ HoMe
When fellow Delavan businesswoman 
Debra Adler purchased and renovated the 
storefronts a few doors away, Laura Jacobs 
Welch knew she’d found the perfect new 
home for Brick Street Market. Now, she says, 
the Delavan eatery can “do more of every-
thing. The customers have been very excited 
about it. We’ve been very warmly received.”
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