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O U T D O O R  S P A C E S

D E L I G H T F U L

A stunning, vertical succulent garden becomes the focal 
point of this outdoor deck, where timber and native 
plants blend seamlessly with the natural surrounds. 
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PICTURED Industria X  ‘GP’ tray in yellow; cactus vases from Jumbled; 
glassware from The Source; succulents in pots from Moss Industry 
Weddings and Events; table and bench seats from GlobeWest; swan 
planters from Moss Grotto; black and white awning from Brax.
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O U T D O O R  S P A C E S

With lush vegetation high on the agenda, stylist 
Julia Green approached the design of her outdoor 
deck with impeccable attention to detail. The 
house itself is an L-shape built around the garden, 
and with doors that slide all the way open, the 
deck becomes an extension of the interior.

“I love the way I can see the deck from all vantage 
points of our house,” says Julia, who chose the 
silver ash timber of the decking for its faded 
patina and ability to blend with the surrounding 
environment.

The vision was to have a private enclosed space, 
encompassing pool and motorised awning, 
to allow year-round entertaining. As the deck 
measures in at around 220 square metres, 
Julia made the most of the available space by 

having Pippi’s Plants install a vertical garden of 

succulents.

“If the right soil and plant choices are made, they 

are the lowest maintenance gardens you can 

install,” she says. 

With her fondness of succulents stemming from 

her childhood, Julia used the plants to create a 

stunning effect in her outdoor masterpiece: “Their 

colours, shapes and textures make them an artful 

but practical choice.” 

The native plants surrounding the deck look lush 

but not overly manicured. Julia admits to getting 

the sweats when her husband gets out the 

gardening tools: “I like it to be unstructured, and 

he tends to butcher it!”

TRAY Industria X ‘GP’ tray 
$220 industriax.com.au

CHAIR GlobeWest ‘Capri 
Houndstooth’ occasional chair 
$980 globewest.com.au

POT Palm tree planter 
in lemon (large) $249 
thefamilylovetree.com.au

Buy good pieces of furniture 
that will go the distance, as 
the outdoors can be harsh and 
items can rust easily.

Ensure you have shade. For 
us, the awning was a blessing: 
If it’s too hot to sit under the 
sun, we are not forced inside. 

Consider plants that you have 
time to care for. Don’t install high 
maintenance plants if you are too 
time-poor to care for them. 

POOLSIDE “The pool is central to the courtyard, 
and flanked by great banana lounges from 
GlobeWest,” says Julia. “It’s our private enclosed 
hideaway from the rest of the world. The best part 
is that you can hear the ocean from our courtyard, 
so you are swimming in a salt pool to the rhythmic 
sound of the waves. It’s heaven.” 

TROLLEY Industria X 
‘GP’ three-shelf trolley in 
Dulux ‘Deep Pool’ $680 
industriax.com.au

PLANTER Black 
swan planter $25 
canaryjanesflowers.com.au

TOWEL Loom Towels 
‘Coastal Wave’ hand towel 
$45 loomtowels.com

SHOP THE LOOK >
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VERTICAL GARDEN Julia hired Pippi’s Plants to create 
an outdoor masterpiece with the succulent-filled vertical 
garden. “Pippi’s included irrigation in ours. So in summer, 
we drip-feed it once a day, and in winter, less. Michael (the 
owner of Pippi’s Plants) pays the odd visit to mine to check 
that it’s still flourishing. It’s one of the best things we 
added to our home by a long shot.”


