
BAYHAM BY-LAW #2003-044 
SWIMMING POOL REGULATIONS 

 
3.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS: 

 
3.1 Every owner of a privately owned swimming pool shall ensure that the swimming pool is maintained in good 

repair, free of leaks.  
 
3.2 Every owner of a privately owned swimming pool shall erect and maintain a fence completely surrounding such 

pool in accordance with Section 4 of this By-law.  A pool with a forty-eight (48”) inch or greater sidewall 
measured from grade and having removable access to the pool does not require fencing.  

 
3.3 No owner shall fill a privately owned swimming pool with water or allow water to remain therein unless a fence 

has been erected in accordance with this By-law.  
 
3.4 Every owner of a privately owned swimming pool shall notify the Chief Building Official within twenty-four 

(24) hours or by the next business day of the completion of a fence so that an inspection may be conducted.  
 
3.5 Every owner of a privately owned swimming pool shall ensure that every gate and every door providing access 

to such privately owned swimming pool shall be kept locked at all times when the pool is not in use.  
 
3.6  No owner shall construct, install or erect any swimming pool on any property, which will or may, in any manner, 

alter the existing drainage of water upon, in, along, or through such property so as to obstruct the drainage of 
such property or obstruct the drainage of any adjacent property or create ponding upon any property.  

 
3.7 Swimming pools shall be drained to the street or directly to a storm sewer system when being drained or emptied, 

and shall comply with all applicable Provincial Regulations with regards to the discharge of chlorine.  No owner 
shall permit a swimming pool to drain on to an adjacent property.  The backwash from pool filters shall be 
drained to either a sanitary or a storm sewer or may be spread on lawn areas provided seepage there from does 
not affect adjacent properties. 

 
4.0 FENCING REQUIREMENTS: 

 
4.1 Every owner of a privately owned swimming pool will erect and maintain a fence with a minimum height of 

1.22 metres (4 feet) above grade. 
 
4.2 Any fence constructed in accordance with this By-law will conform to the specifications contained in 

SCHEDULE “A” attached to this By-law.   
 
4.3 Any fence constructed in accordance with this By-law shall be erected to have no more than a 50 mm (2 inch) 

clearance under the said fence.  
 
4.4 Any fence constructed in accordance with this By-law shall not have any attachments or bracing on the exterior 

facing of the fence within a height of 1.22 metres (4 feet) of the grade level that may facilitate climbing.  
 
4.5 Any fence constructed in accordance with this By-law shall not be located any closer than 0.91 metres (3 feet) 

from the edge of a privately owned swimming pool.  
 
4.6 The wall of a building or structure may be used in place of a portion of a required fence provided that it meets 

the requirements for fences contained herein. 
 
4.7 A boundary fence may be used as a part or all of the required fencing provided for in this By-law provided 

that the requirements of this By-law are met in full. 
 



SCHEDULE 'A' 
FENCING REQUIREMENTS 

 
A fence required by Section #4 of this By-law shall be constructed and maintained as follows: 

 
1.  ACCEPTABLE MATERIALS: 

A fence erected under this By-law may be of chain link, vertical board, metal picket vertical rod or angle irons 
construction or any other material deemed to be acceptable by the Chief Building Official. 

 
2. REQUIREMENTS FOR CHAIN LINK CONSTRUCTION: 
2.1       That the mesh of the chain link be no greater than a 50 mm (2inch) mesh so as to prevent the passage of a                                           

spherical object having a diameter of 100 mm (4 inches). 
2.2    The chain link fence be constructed of galvanized wire no less than No. 12 gauge diameter or minimum No. 

14 gauge steel wire covered with vinyl or other approved coating forming a total thickness equivalent to No. 
12 gauge galvanized wire.  

2.3    That the chain link be supported by a rigid metal bar at the top and a stiffener for the bottom of the fencing.  
2.4    That the chain link be supported on substantial steel posts not more than 3 metres (10 feet) apart, and at least 

0.914 metres (3 feet) below grade and to be encased in concrete at least 100 mm (4 inches) thick all around the 
post.  

 
3. REQUIREMENTS FOR VERTICAL BOARD OR METAL PICKET CONSTRUCTION: 
3.1 That the vertical board or vertical metal pickets be of not less than 19 mm x 64 mm          (1” x 3”) and spaced  

so as to prevent the passage of a spherical object having a diameter of 100mm    (4 inches).  
3.2 That the vertical board or vertical metal pickets be attached to horizontal members spaced vertically at a 

distance of no less than 1.22 metres (4 feet) apart so as not to facilitate a hand hold or foot hold unless said 
members are on the pool face side of the fence and the vertical members have an opening no greater than 50 
mm (2 inches).  

3.3 That the vertical board or vertical metal pickets be supported on substantial posts placed not more than 2.4  
metres (8 feet) apart and installed at least 0.914 metres (3 feet) into the ground.  

 
4. VERTICAL IRON RODS OR ANGLE IRONS CONSTRUCTION: 
4.1 That the vertical iron rods or angle irons are no less than 1.25 cm (1/2 inch) in diameter or of equivalent 

strength.  
4.2 That the vertical iron rods or angle irons are no less than 1.5 metres (5 feet) in height and the openings  

between the vertical rod or the angle irons does not exceed 80 mm (3 inches) apart so as to prevent the passage 
of a spherical object having a diameter of 100mm              (4 inches). 

4.3 The distance between the horizontal members or stringers shall be no less than 1.22 metres  (4 feet). 
 

5. GATE REQUIREMENTS: 
Every gate erected in a fence around a privately owned swimming pool shall conform to the following 
requirements: 

 
5.1 Every gate shall be of construction and height requirements equivalent to that required for the fence.  
5.2 Every gate shall be supported on substantial hinges that are self-closing.  
5.3 Every gate shall be equipped with a self-latching device at the top and inside of the fence and fitted for a locking 

device.  
 
6. DECKS: 
6.1 Where a deck is erected at or near the rim level of an above-ground privately owned swimming pool, the deck 

shall be fenced and gated and such deck fencing and gates shall conform to the requirements for fencing and 
gates contained within Sections #4 and 5 of this By-law. 

 
6.2  Deck must be protected with a handrail and guards and pickets for decks over twenty-four (24”) inches above 

grade. 
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