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  A                               Message from the Dean ...

It is widely known that the address of Benedict XVI given at 
the University of Regensburg on 12 September 2006 sparked 
a serious controversy over his seemingly derogatory remarks 
about Islam as a religion that has historically advocated 
violence. Less well known is that the pope’s comments were, 
in fact, part of an exploration of a much larger problematic;  
the relationship between faith and reason. Using a highly 
questionable 14th-century text hostile to Muslims, Islam was 
depicted, on philosophical grounds, as placing God above 
rationality (that is to say, greater than and beyond the grasp 
of the human mind). Unfortunately, most reporters missed 
this larger, more abstruse philosophical argument being 
made, fixing instead on what appeared to be an inflammatory 
caricature of Islam as a religion of irrationality and, therefore, 
one with an unfortunate propensity towards violence.

What was missed in all the brouhaha that followed the 
delivery of the Regensburg address, however, were the 
pope’s remarks about the philosophical thought of the great 
Franciscan master, Bl. John Duns Scotus. Indeed, the Holy 
Father used the Subtle Doctor as an example of the same 
dangerous trend in philosophical thinking that he found 
in Islam. In this the pope, steeped in the philosophical 

categories of Neo-Thomism, 
was guilty of relying 
upon older (and aberrant) 
understandings of Scotus 
which have historically 
tainted the reputation of
 

(Cont’d on page 9.)
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The Joseph A. Doino VisiTing professors for 2007

Maria Pia alberzoni, Ph.D. has graciously 
accepted an invitation to visit the Franciscan 
Institute during the 2007-2008 Fall Semester as 
the Joseph A. Doino Visiting Professor. 

A renowned author and specialist on Clare 
and her movement, Alberzoni has also pub-
lished multiple works tracing the relationship 
of the Franciscan movement with the papacy, 
the local church and communes. Among her 
writings are Chiara e il papato, La nascita di 
un’istituzione: l’ordine di S. Damiano nel XIII sec-
olo (in English translation Clare of Assisi and the 
Poor Sisters in the thirteenth century published 
by Franciscan Institute Publication at St. Bo-
naventure, NY).

Professor Doctor luigi Pellegrini, o.F.M. CaP., 
the 19th recipient of the Franciscan Institute 
Medal (Summer 2006) will be the Joseph A. 
Doino Visiting Professor in Spring 2008. 

Professor Pellegrini is known for significant 
contributions to Franciscan studies in the areas 
of the question of the Franciscan insediamenti in 
Italy, the life of the early Franciscans (especially 
their eremitical orientation), the scritti of Fran-
cis of Assisi and the manuscript tradition of the 
early Franciscan sources, with special attention 
given to the Early Rule.

Pellegrini delivered a paper titled “Poverty 
and Wealth: Two Irreconcilable Realities?”on 
the occasion of his reception of the Institute 
Medal. It is anticipated that his presence on 
campus for the 2007-2008 Spring Semester will 
be the occasion of lively debate and challenging 
discussions on a variety of topics Franciscan.

CAmpus ConsTruCTion upDATe

Four major projects begun during the summer of 2006 are completed: the renovation of Hickey Dining 
Hall, the addition of Cafe LaVerna (a specialty coffee and bake shop) on the east end of the Hickey, the 
renovation of Shay-Loughlin dorms, and the refurbishing of the baseball field. Construction is ongoing 
on the Science Wing to De La Roche Hall and will begin soon on The Paul and Irene Bogoni Rare Books  
Library Addition.
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2007 frAnCisCAn insTiTuTe meDAl reCipienTs

regis J. arMstrong, o.F.M. CaP. will be the 
20th recipient of the Franciscan Institute Medal 
during ceremonies surrounding the Feast of St. 
Bonaventure, July 14-15, 2007. He will deliver a 
paper titled “ThAT They mAy be sAnCTifieD in be-
ing one As we Are one.” 2lTf 59

Regis received his MDiv and MTh from 
the Capuchin Theological Seminary, an MSEd 
from Iona College and a PhD from Fordham 
University. He currently serves as professor at 
the School of Religious Studies at Catholic Uni-
versity of America in Washington, DC.

A world renowned scholar on Francis and 
Clare, Regis is perhaps best known to Institute 
students and graduates for his work on Clare 
of Assisi: Early Documents and as one of the 
three general editors of Francis of Assisi: Early 
Documents He has written and/or translated 
nine books and authored many journal and en-
cyclopedia articles. Until recently he has also 
served the Franciscan family as General Editor 
of Greyfriars Review.

In addition to his work on the writings of 
Francis and Clare, Regis has given us True Joy: 
The Wisdom of Francis and Clare, Bonaventure: The 
Enkindling of Love, The Constitutions of the Order 
of Capuchin Friars Minor and Towards Renewal: 
Documents of the Plenary Councils of the Capuchin 
Friars Minor.

Dr. Phil. ludger HonneFelder has been named 
the 21st recipient of the Franciscan Institute 
Medal. The honor will be conferred during the 
Scotus conference this fall on the campus of St. 
Bonaventure University, October 18-21, 2007.

Dr. Dr. Honnefelder has served on the Theo-
logical Faculty in Trier from 1972-1982, was 
professor of Catholic Theology and Philosophy 
at the Free University of Berlin from 1982-1988, 
and since 1988 has lectured and taught at the 
University of Bonn. He has been a member of 
numerous committees established to develop a 
biomedical ethics based on Catholic teachings.

Among his writings are: John Duns Scotus: 
Metaphysics and Ethics; Scientia transcendens: die 
formale Bestimmung des Seiendheit und Realität in 
der Metaphysik des Mittelalters und der Neuzeit; 
Albertus Magnus and the Beginnings of the Medi-
eval Reception of Aristotle in the Latin West: from 
Richardus Rufus to Franciscus de Mayronis; Jo-
hannes Duns Scotus and Metaphysik und Ontolo-
gie.

He is the director of the Albertus-Mag-
nus-Institut and the coordinator of Conference 
Three of the Quadruple Congress honoring 
John Duns Scotus. (November 2008).
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giVe ThAnks for All Those who proViDe whAT is neCessAry ... To Do gooD!

The Franciscan Institute is blessed to have 
many generous donors who make it possible to 
continue efforts to increase understanding and 
appreciation for the spiritual and intellectual 
tradition of the Franciscan Family. It is possi-
ble that many of our graduates and friends are 
not aware of the wide-ranging impact of these 
gifts. Since our students and programs benefit 
from the gifts of these persons it is fitting that 
we remember them in prayer and gratitude. 

The Father Joseph A. Doino, O.F.M. Vis-
iting Professor of Franciscan Studies, es-
tablished in 1997, enables a scholar of inter-
national reputation to be in residence at the 
Franciscan Institute in order to pursue his/her 
own research and collaborate with faculty and 
students.

The Ignatius Brady Memorial Endow-
ment, established in 2002 through the generos-
ity of the Friars Minor Province of St. John the 
Baptist (Cincinnati, Ohio), celebrates the mem-
ory of one of the most outstanding scholars of 
Franciscan thought in the twentieth century by 
providing funding for research and scholarly 
work. An annual lecture in honor of Ignatius 
Brady on themes related to the Franciscan in-
tellectual tradition is held.

The Poor Clare Endowment was estab-
lished by a member of the Poor Clares of Chi-
cago after the closing of their monastery in La-
grange, Illinois. It is used to serve the spiritual 
enrichment, education and ongoing formation 
needs of the Poor Clares by providing pro-
grams and workshops, especially for those in 
leadership and formation. In addition, it also 
supports the ongoing needs of the Institute 
and its multiple programs.

The International Center for Secular 
Franciscan Studies Endowment is a trust es-
tablished in honor of Alma Kraus, a secular 
Franciscan from the Buffalo area. The Alma 
Kraus Memorial Endowment supports the 
formation and education of members of the 
Kateri Tekawitha Region of Secular Francis-
cans (upstate New York). 

The Franciscan Missionary Union of Holy 
Name Province offers a number of scholar-
ships for foreign students from developing na-
tions or for missionaries in developing nations 
who are specializing in Franciscan Studies. 
Eligibility requirements for these scholarships 
include approval of the appropriate major su-
perior and enrollment in the MA program.

The Providence Fund Scholarship is a full-
tuition grant restricted to Franciscan religious 
women in preparation for educational ministry 
to other Franciscans in East Africa. Additional 
scholarship assistance is available from the 
St. Francis Fraternity Scholarship, the Curly 
Burse Scholarship, The Gabriel Del Mastro 
Scholarship, The Edna Finch Scholarship and 
The Father Cassian Kirk Scholarship.

Recent bequests have made possible the es-
tablishment of other endowments: The Boeh-
ner-Buytaert-Wolter (BBW) Endowment for 
Critical Scholarship and Teaching Excellence 
at the Franciscan Institute will fund teach-
ers, guest lecturers and researchers; The John 
Duns Scotus Endowed Scholarship given by 
John and the late Ann Marie Martin. An anon-
ymous gift also enabled the establishment of a 
scholarship in honor of the 25th Anniversary 
of the New Rule of the Third Order Regular 
which can be used to fund study for TOR Fran-
ciscans in North America.

They will have a reward from the Lord 
for the charity and almsgiving they have done. (ER IX:9)
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Join us in DiAlogue

The Seventh National Franciscan Forum

Sponsored by The Franciscan Institute 
of St. Bonaventure University

Daring to Embrace the Other: 
Franciscans and Muslims in Dialogue

The Forum will address interreligious dialogue using the encounter between 
Francis and Sultan Malek al-Kamil as a poignant focus in considering the current 

conflict between Christians and Muslims. It will examine how the core values 
of the Franciscan tradition and of Christianity and Islam impel us to engage one 

another respectfully and cooperatively in rebuilding the world.
Thursday, June 7 (4:30 p.m.) – Saturday June 9 (9:00 p.m.) 2007

Please plan to depart on June 10. Arrangements may be made to arrive early and/or stay longer.

Franciscan Retreat Center, Colorado Springs, Colorado
Forum Cost: $299 (exclusive of room cost)

Presenters:

Michael Cusato OFM: Director of The Franciscan Institute and historian of medieval Franciscan 
history. 

Michael Calabria OFM: Lecturer in Arabic and Islamic Studies and Inter-religious Dialogue, 
St. Bonaventure University.

Madge Karecki SSJ-TOSF: Co-founder of the Franciscan Institute of Southern Africa and 
former associate professor at the University of South Africa.

Robert Lentz, OFM: Contemplative artist whose world-renowned innovative icons depict 
contemporary subjects. Forum will feature his latest icon (see above).

Irfan Omar, PhD: Assistant Professor of Theology at Marquette University. Teaches courses on 
Islam and World Religions and a graduate seminar in Muslim-Christian relations.

Kathleen Warren, OSF: Forum coordinator and specialist in Franciscanism and interreligious 
dialogue.

For more information and to register, 
see The Franciscan Institute website: http://franciscaninstitute.sbu.edu 

or contact:
Kathy Warren, OSF, Forum Coordinator

415 Silver Spring Avenue #505
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Phone: 301-578-8552; e-mail: kwarren@sbu.edu
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2007 graduates

Marie Clardy cites gratitude first to her hus-
band of almost 36 years, Tom, who has been an 
unfailing supporter and infinitely patient with 
long absences. Her children, too, rate mention 
as constant cheerleaders in her studies. She is 
grateful to Sister Jude Marie Seaman, O.S.F., 
who inspired her to begin the journey, and to 
Dr. Mary Meany, who bolstered her confidence 
in continuing the journey.

Marie has been a professed member of St. 
John Neumann Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
in St. Katharine Drexel Region for 20 years 
and realized how much she wanted to know 
about this gospel way of life. Lastly, Marie ap-
preciates the amazing people who make up the 
international Franciscan community at the In-
stitute and how they have helped deepen her 
faith and given her spirituality a new direction 
and greater understanding.

CHinnaPPan devaraJ, O.F.M. has completed 
requirements for the MA in Franciscan Studies 
and will be awarded the diploma this spring.

sister Kata Karadza, a School Sister of St. 
Francis of Christ the King, is sure the MA in 
Franciscan Studies will be helpful in her work 
in formation. Her time here at the Institute was 
a wonderful opportunity and she is grateful for 
the chance to study and learn more about Fran-
cis and Clare.

sister ivanKa MiHalJeviC, also a member 
of the School Sisters of St. Francis of Christ the 
King, has enjoyed her time at St. Bonaventure 
because of the privilege of studying and meet-
ing people from other countries. She is happy 
to learn about St. Francis and to be more knowl-
edgeable about the Franciscan Mission today. 
Her MA in Franciscan Studies will shape her 
future ministries in teaching and formation.

MiCHael sullivan has completed his Inte-
gration Paper on a comparison between the 12-
Step Program of AA and the Threefold Way of 
Bonaventure. He will also be awarded the MA 
in Franciscan Studies in May.

The Franciscan Institute Faculty and Staff make 
an annual trek to the Western Michigan Univer-
sity campus in Kalamazoo, MI for the Interna-
tional Congress on Medieval Studies. MiCHael 
F. Cusato, O.F.M. is the general organizer of the 
Institute-sponsored sessions. This year’s ses-
sions feature papers on Christian-Muslim Rela-
tions in the Middle Ages; Bonaventure’s Commen-
tary on the Gospel of John; Bonaventure’s ‘Reduction 
of the Arts to Theology’: Questions of Authenticity, 
Context and Significance; Robert Grosseteste and 
the Early Franciscan Intellectual Tradition; Fran-
ciscan Art and Iconography: New Perspectives; and 
Franciscan Travel: Mission or Merriment?

Institute Faculty and Graduates are among 
the featured presenters. steven J. MCMiCHael, 
o.F.M. Conv. will present a paper on “The 
Resurrection/Ascension of Jesus in Medieval 
Christian-Muslin Religious Literature.” rob-
ert J. Karris, o.F.M. will speak on “Nova et 
vetera: The Re-emergence of Bonaventure’s 
Commentary on the Gospel of John in Franciscan 
Studies.” tiMotHy J. JoHnson will present his 
paper “Back to Bacon: Dieter Hattrup and the 
Author of the De reductione.” JosHua benson of-
fers “The Lady with Ten Coins says 1254: The 
Case for an Early Date.” Jay M. HaMMond fol-
lows with “The Series of Collationes delivered 
at Paris suggests 1270-71: The Case for a Late 
Date.” MiCHael blastiC, o.F.M. who will pres-
ent a paper on Clare in connection with the 
Magistra sessions. WilliaM r. CooK will mod-
erate the session Franciscan Art and Iconography. 
The Institute will honor Robert Karris for his 
work in the BTTS at a banquet.

Franciscan Institute Publications will again 
feature their newest releases (see page 10) at the 
exhibition booth. If you’re in or near Kalama-
zoo May 10-13, be sure to stop by and browse.

KalaMazoo HigHligHts
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President Sr. Margaret Carney, O.S.F. and the 
entire St. Bonaventure University community 
were saddened to receive news of Don Aldo 
Brunacci’s death on February 1, 2007. Don 
Aldo, canon of the Cathedral of San Rufino in 
Assisi, Italy would have turned 93 on April 2 
and was Assisi’s oldest citizen. Funeral servic-
es were held Saturday in the Cathedral.

A priest of the diocese of Assisi, Don Aldo 
assisted in the rescue of more than 200 Jewish 
refugees during World War II and received St. 
Bonaventure University’s Gaudete Medal in 
2004 at a special program at the Holocaust Me-
morial Musuem in Washington, D.C.

Dr. Jean François Godet-Calogeras, an asso-
ciate professor at the Franciscan Institute and 
a friend of Don Aldo’s for 32 years, noted that 
the respected scholar was a humble and wel-
coming priest. Don Aldo is familiar to many 
Institute students and graduates because of his 
warm welcome to pilgrims at the Casa Papa 
Giovanni retreat house in Assisi. 

Currently on display at The Regina A. 
Quick Center for the Arts is an exhibition of 
Don Aldo’s story. 

St. Bonaventure University mourns the death 
of Fr. Joel Campbell, O.F.M. who served the 
university for thirty years, from 1967 to 1997. 
While he hasn’t worked at St. Bonaventure for 
a decade, those who knew him remember his 
smile and his willingness to stop and talk. Dur-
ing his time at St. Bonaventure he served as as-
sistant to the president of the University until 
1975, when he began working as a recruiter 
and counselor for the Admissions Office.

Ordained to the priesthood in 1950, Fr. Joel 
was among the Franciscans who staffed the 
newly established Bishop Timon High School 
in Buffalo. During his 17 years at Timon, Fr. Joel 
held a number of positions, including teacher, 
spiritual director, director of guidance, assis-
tant principal and school principal. Following 
his years at SBU he returned to the renamed 
Bishop Timon-St. Jude High School as senior 
guidance counselor, and later as school presi-
dent and a member of its Board of Trustees.

Fr. Joel was a professed Franciscan of the 
Holy Name Province for 62 years and a priest 
for 57 years at the time of his death on Thurs-
day, February 1, 2007. He was 82 years old.

In Memoriam
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In Memoriam

Allan B. Wolter, O.F.M., an outstanding gi-
ant in scholarship on Blessed John Duns Sco-
tus, died November 15, 2006, nine days shy of 
his 93rd birthday. Fr. Allan occasionally taught 
philosophy on the campus of St. Bonaventure 
University during the summers in the 1950s 
and 1960s. He also returned to campus in 1998 
as the first Fr. Joseph A. Doino, O.F.M. Visit-
ing Professor of Franciscan Studies. He retired 
from active academic life in November 2002, 
returning to his home province of the Friars 
Minor of the Sacred Heart (St. Louis, MO), 
where he joined his friar-brother, Martin Wolt-
er. He moved to the friar’s retirement commu-
nity in Sherman, Illinois, where he lived until 
requiring hospice care in Springfield, Illinois a 
few days before his death.

On November 8, 2006, Sr. Margaret Car-
ney announced to the SBU community that 
an anonymous donor, grateful for the excep-
tional education he had received from three 
friar-educators – Philotheus Boehner, O.F.M., 
Eligius Buytaert, O.F.M. and Allan B. Wolter, 
O.F.M. – was establishing an endowment for 
the Franciscan Institute to honor their legacy. 
The purpose of the endowment is to promote 
critical scholarship and teaching excellence at 
the Institute.

Father Allan enjoyed great prominence 
in the international scholarly world but was 
also a man of authentic Franciscan simplicity. 
When asked what attracted him to devote his 
energies to the works of John Duns Scotus, Al-
lan replied that it was Scotus’s idea of the In-
carnation as the supreme act of creation both 
to save us and to be with us.
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(Cont’d. from page 1.)

this seminal Franciscan thinker. Indeed such 
misinterpretations and misrepresentations of 
Scotus have been largely discredited in this 
century, thanks in no small measure to the work 
of Fr. Allan B. Wolter, O.F.M. (see obituary, 
page 8) and a host of other scholars who have 
recovered the authentic vision of the Subtle 
Doctor as a distinct – and very Franciscan 
– philosophical tradition within the history of 
the Church.

In line with recent efforts to better 
understand the importance and significance 
of the thought of John Duns Scotus, the 
Franciscan Institute has taken the initiative to 
gather together the finest scholars of the Subtle 
Doctor from across the world in a series of four 
international conferences commemorating the 
800th anniversary of the death of Scotus. We are 
calling this signal event The Quadruple Congress, 
emphasizing that there are four discrete 
conferences at four different sites but offered 
within a common framework of examining 
and reassessing the work of Duns Scotus. Each 
individual conference will focus on a distinct 
theme.

The first of these four conferences is now 
at hand, taking place this Fall on the campus 
of St. Bonaventure University, 18-21 October 
2007. This inaugural conference, sponsored by 
the Institute, will focus specifically on the opera 
philosophica of Scotus. The primary organizers 
of this event are Dr. Mary Beth Ingham, C.S.J. 
(Loyola Marymount) and Dr. Timothy Noone 
(Catholic University). In addition to four 
plenary lectures and approximately 20 other 
papers, the conference will also feature an 
appreciation of the scholarly contribution of Fr. 
Allan Wolter and a celebration of the conclusion 
of the critical edition of the Opera philosophica 
under the direction of Dr. Noone.

The conference website – containing the 
full program of the event as well as registration 
information – can be accessed at http://
scotuscongress.sbu.edu. You can also check 

out the conference poster below. The three other 
conferences will be held in Oxford, Cologne-
Bonn (Germany), and finally in Strasbourg 
(France).

And incidentally: to obtain a more positive 
vision and understanding of Islam from 
a Franciscan perspective, don’t forget the 
upcoming Seventh National Franciscan Forum 
at Colorado Springs, CO (7-10 June 2007) on 
“Daring to Embrace the Other: Franciscans 
in Dialogue with Muslims.” The website and 
registration forms can be accessed from the 
Institute webpage (http://franciscaninstitute.
sbu.edu) and then by clicking on “Conferences 
and Special Events.” We hope to see you there 
at this timely event! Register before it’s too 
late!

18-21 October, 2007

The Opera Philosophica of Scotus
Location: The Franciscan Institute 

at St. Bonaventure University, 
New York   14778

Contact: Dr. Mary Beth Ingham, C.S.J. 
(Mingham@lmu.edu)
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lATesT releAses

BTTS X    
Bonaventure’s Writings on the Spiritual Life

Introduction and Notes by F. Edward Coughlin, O.F.M.
Fresh translations of Bonaventure’s Writings on the Spiritual Life include “The Threefold Way,” “On the 
Perfection of Life,” “On Governing the Soul,” and “The Soliloquium,” with an appendix of four other re-
lated texts.

ISBN:978-157659-162-8  $40.00

BTTS XI
Bonaventure’s Commentary on the Gospel of John

Edited by Robert J. Karris, O.F.M.
For the first time Bonaventure’s commentary on the Gospel of John is now accessible in readable English 
with helpful, scholarly notes. Karris brings us Bonaventure’s interpretations which are often surprisingly 
contemporary, theologically attuned, pastorally sensitive and textually oriented.

ISBN:978-157659-143-7  $70.00

WTU 2006 Franciscans and Liturgical Life
Let us Praise, Adore and Give Thanks

Edited by Elise Saggau, O.S.F.
Contains essays by Catherine Dooley, O.P., Judith Kubicki, C.S.S.F., James Sabak, O.F.M., William Cieslak, 
O.F.M.Cap. and Daniel Grigassy, O.F.M.

ISBN:978-157659-141-3 $14.00

Francis of Assisi and Power
Jacques Dalarun
A comprehensive survey of the medieval sources that deal with the question of power 
among the Franciscans.

ISBN:978-157659-142-0  $35.00

Peter of John Olivi on Genesis
Edited by David Flood, O.F.M.
Peter Olivi studies history through Scripture, insisting that the full course of history can 
be read in the revelation of the Book. Latin text with English notes.

ISBN:978-157659-144-4 $50.00

Peter of John olivi

on Genesis

Edited by David Flood, O.F.M.
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The Fourth Annual Brady Lecture is scheduled for November 7, 2007 at 4:00 PM in the 
University Chapel of St. Bonaventure University. The Brady Lecture is made possible by 
an endowment given by the Friars Minor of the St. John the Baptist Province in memory 
of Ignatius Brady, O.F.M., a renowned Franciscan scholar. This year’s lecture will be 
given by Holly Flora, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Art History at Tulane University 
and Consultant Curator, Museum of Biblical Art. Her topic is “Image, Imagination, and 
Presence: Franciscan Art and the Origins of Renaissance Naturalism.” The lecture and 
reception are open to the public.

The 2007 brADy leCTure


