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be so kind as to send me a copy of your mission and of the bull for the Forty
Ffours devotion, so that we can deal with this matter at our next chapter."*

In closing, he told his correspondent that the province of Lyon was
establishing a mission in Dauphin6, "where the harvest is abundant." In fact,
the first texts that speak of the missionary activity of the province of Lyon
refer to the C6vennes where, together with the province of Marseille, it took
virtual control of the territory in L625.'The decision to extend the field of
apostolate to Dauphin6 was made the following year."'

In the many initiatives whose relationship has just been briefly
touched upon, several common features appear. First of all, missions are
never presented as limited to one specific localiry; rarher, the religious
accept responsibility for an entire region. Granted, this can be seen as

nothing more than a certain vagueness associated with the experimentation
that was common when this form of apostolate began. We can also imagine
that acceptance of responsibility for vast regions such as the C6vennes was
relatively formal, the Capuchins adopting the practice of the Congregation
for the Propagation of the Faith, which granted them huge mission
territories in provinces where the various denominations coexisted." But
there seems to be more. For the Capuchins, missions were essentially the
mobilization of a large number of religious for an apostolate that could not
be limited to the town where the principal exercises were given. fu the term
"mission" is usually understood, it meant for the Capuchins the high point
of a larger-scale effort to conquer or re-conquer a territory.

This idea and the fact that it lasted beyond the first years of
missionary activity is confirmed by the practice of calling cerrain places
"mission houses," or simply "missions." These were places where the
number of religious was ordinarily smaller, but where they were able to hear
the confessions of seculars." The name given to these houses shows that the

'Cited in F. Mazelin Histoire da amdrable sentiteur d.e Dieu Le Pire Honori de
Paris,Paris, 1882,24.

J. n. Armogathe, "Les missions des Capucins dans le diocbse de Mende au
XVII'siEcle," Reaue du Gdaaudan,1972,223-32; R. Sauzet, Contr*Riform.e et Riform.e
catholque en Bas Languedoc au XVI| siicle, Lille, 1978,2 vol. Sources not used by these
authors may be found in Archiaes de la Congrigation de Propaganda Fide (A.C.P.F.).
Scritture Originali riftrite nelle Congregazioni General, (S.O.C.G.), vol. 101, 3l4ff.

"h.C.P.F., S.O.C.G., vol. 101, p.344.
"Established in 1622, the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith

had authority not only over pagan lands but also over those regions ubi viget haeresis.
During the first years of its existence, it entrusted the French provinces that fell
under its authority almost exclusively to the Capuchins.

"On the changes in the rights of the Capuchins with regard to confessions,






































