
GRE,)'FRIARS
REVIE,W

Volume 13 1999

Contents

Supplement

Word from the Editor
Regis J. Arrnstrong, O.EM.

Brother Elias Revisited
Giulia Barone

Translated by Giles Bello, O.EM.

Is the "Encyclical Letter of
Brother Elias on the tansitus of
St. Francis" AprocyphalP
Felice Accrocca

Tianslated by Roben Stuwan, O.F..M.

St. Francis and his Basilica, Brother Elias,
Gregory IX and the tansfer of 1230
Gioaanni Odoardi

Tianslated by Edward Hagman, O.F.M. Cap.

Index

1ll

1

t9

65

91



Word From the Editor

,-I-\his issue of Greyfriars Reaiew is devoted entirely to undoubtedly the

I most controversial figure in the early documents surrounding
J- Francis of fusisi, Brother Elias. Even a casual reader of Francis of

Assbi: Early Docunwnts will note those that are favorable to Elias (Thomas of
Celano's Lrf, of Saint Francis; Julian of Speyer's Life, An Umbrian Cboir

Legend), others that prefer Bernard of Quintavalle (lhe Assisi Cornpilation,

Tlte Mirror of Perfection, The Chronicle of the Seaen Tiials, Tbe Deeds of Saint

Francis and His Companions); others that prefer not to choose (Thomas's

Legend. for Use in the Cboiry Henri d'Avranches's Wrsified Legend,

Bonaventure's Legends, Jacobus de Voragine\ Golden Legend, Tbe Munich
Legend), and others that remain silent (The Anonymous of Peragia, The Legend

of the Tbree Companions, Bernard of Besse's Book of Praisey'. From the place of
his birth (some argue in favor of Cortona, others fusisi) to his final
reconciliation with the Church, scholars dispute the character and role of
this enigmatic figure.

The three articles presented in this edition offer different
perspectives. Guilia Barone's more general study, "Brother Elias Revisited,"
acts as an introduction to some of the principle points of controversy. The
lengthy, detailed article of Felice Accrocca examines the letter attributed to
Brother Elias announcing Francis's death and the miracle of his stigmata.

Giovanni Odoardi focuses on Elias's role in the construction of the Basilica

of Saint Francis in Assisi. While none of these articles arrives at definitive
conclusions, each prompts the reader to pause and to look more closely at

the hagiographical material surrounding Francis from which the figure of
Elias emerges.



lv R. Arrnstrong

Once again we express our thanls to our authors and translators for
their generosity and dedication. Most especially, however, we want to thank
Robert Stewart, O.F.M., who spent long hours translating Felice Accrocca's

study of the so-called enryclical letter, and did so while struggling with
"sister Cancer." Our hope is that these three articles will lead to a more

critical reading of the early documents, and thus deepen our appreciation of
the heritage of which Francis's vicar - for better or for worse - belongs.

Regis J. Arrnstrong, O.F.M. CaP


