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that of Marxism. The Man<ist resorts to force to liquidate evil and
evildoers: in his mind anyone who stands in the way of achieving a
classless society. Francis, on the other hand, said: "\lllhen we see or
hear an evil person speak or act evilly or blaspheme God, let us speak
well and act well and praise God who is blessed forever."" Francis'only
weapon against the power of darkness was to act in an opposite way'
What warthe secrct of this power, this patience? Was it not a convic-
tion that whoever reacts to violence with violence only reinforces the
bonds of hostility and adds another link to the chain of injustice? This
insight played an important role in his life. His behavior is more

"o-pr"h"t"ible when viewed in the perspective of his own faith-experi-
ence. From his vantage point he saw the Power of darkness met and
conquered by Christ in his Incarnation, over@me by the power of love
as he offered up his life here below. Firm in this conviction, Francis
was able to attain serenity and to live his life in the strength of the
victorious Christ. He felt no need to combat evil with its own weapons'
He knew that in the long run evil will fihally be overcome by good' It
might enjoy its brief hour of suecess, but it has no future.

3. The Kenosis of the Cross as the Climex
of the Revelation of Love

Christ's ultimate vietory over the powers of darkness can be summed
up in one word: acceptance. While he bore in his own body the on-
sLught of the evil one, he carried the sins of the world through his

"."rifr." on the cross. For Francis the poor Christ meant the crucifred
Christ. Ever since his time the stigmata have come to be regarded as a
seal placed by God on a life conformed to Christ. La Verna was the final
destination ioward which the Poverello's life journey led' Yet in his
writings he makes fewer direct references to the cross of Christ than to
the wond of God as revealed in the Gospel, especially in the Incarnation
and the poor life of the Son of God. Those passages which make
mention of th" 

""o"" 
are permeated with the thought of the redemption

of humankind and of God's merciful love. They conclude with a call to
all humankind to respond to that love by following in the footsteps of
the Crucified. Take, for example, the prayer in the Tbstament which
was most frequently on the lips of Francis whenever he entered a
ehureh: 'nV'e adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, here and in all the churches
of the entire world, and we praise you because through your holy cross
you have redeemed the world'"18
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