


































122 T. Matura

followed by an exhortation (nos.14-22) which picks up on the themes of
the second part regarding the twofold condition of Christ.

it is the first part (the name "Father" occurs seven times out of eight in
this part) that best shows us how Francis thought we should approach the
mystery of God.

The first four numbers quote the text of John t4:6'9 in which Jesus
states that no one can come to the Father except through Him. Also,
knowledge of the Son leads to knowledge of the Father, and he who sees
the Son sees the Father. It is an insislent claim that knowledge of the Father
is given oniy by the Son. The text continues using this time a quote from 1

Timothy 6:16 aod two Johannine passages Qohn 4:24;1:18): 'The Father
lives in inaccessible light (notice that Francis has added the word "Father"
to the text of St. Paul), and God is spirit and no one has ever seen God." He
cannot be seen except by the spirit, the only life force, since the flesh is
incapable of anything (nos. 5- 6).

The Father is inaccessible - we cannot come to Him except through the
Son and through the Holy Spirit. How, then, do we reach these tyo?
Francis also says: "But inasmuch as the Son is equal to the Father, neither is
He seen by anyone other than the Father or other than the Holy Spirit"
(rro.D. This only increases the difficulty, and we are caught in a vicious
circle. The Son makes the Father known and the Spirit makes Him seen,
but they themselves are inaccessible like the Father. Hence this first part
insists on the "unknowableness" of God, on our radical inability to
approach Him. Insofar as He is Father-SonSpirit (it is the word Father that
is the most stressed), God remains outside our grasp.

To find the beginnings of an answer, we must wait for the second part,
which is Christological and treats of the humanity of Jesus and of the
sacrament of His body. This occurs at numbers 1.2 and,13. It is the "Spirit of
the Lord" (clearly the Person of the Holy Spirit) who receives the body and
blood of the Lord (no. 12) and gives us spiritual eyes to contemplate Jesus
as God (no. 20). The source of the true knowledge, both of the Father and
of the Son in His twofold state (earthly and sacramental) and of the Holy
Spirit Himself, is therefore the Spirit. In the Second Lener to All the Faitbful
(nos. a8-50), we saw Him (Spirit) resting upon the faithful, making of them
His "dweiling place" and establishing them in a relationship of intimacy
with the Fathei and the Son. Here, through the humanity of Jesus and the
sacramental reality of His body, whose divine dimension He unveils, He
again leads us into the mystery of the invisible Father.

The first admonition, with which we close our study of the major
writings of Francis, takes us to the depths of the mystery of the Father' It
tells us that "no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son wishes to reveal Him" (Matt . t1.27), a revelation which is not given
except by the Spirit.
























