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IV. Virtues and Gifts

Some differences.—Concerning the virtues and the gifts Saint

R, aventure contends that even though the virtues are more excellent

1956-1957 (Rome: Pax et n the gifts, the gifts are prior to the virtues. One must be healed
um, 1957). ] Eofore one can act well. It has been said that since God cannot create
AOFM 62: 73, March 25, 14 infinite being, He brought into existence an infinite variety of

AOFM 72: 169, May 24, 195]
AOFM 66: 175, Nov. 4, 1947§
AOFM 67: 1, December 5, 194
AOFM 70: 295, Feb. 28, 1951
AOFM 74: 217, October 4, 1§
AOFM 75: 255; 76: 48. |
AOFM 59: 97, February 19, 1§

areatures 50 as to show forth His perfections. This is evident in the
 satural order. In the supernatural order the bestowal of grace and gifts
 Bear this out.

: As with all living beings our supernatural life is not meant to be
 static, frozen immobility. There must be a development and growth.
 To develop the supernatural life ingrafted in our souls by habitual
 grace, we must possess faculties of a supernatural kind. These are the

AOFM 75: 26. ; g att
AOFM 75: 26. | Infused virtues and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
AOFM 75: 26. . The essential difference between the virtues and the gifts consists

 In this; the virtues are made to be exercised under the influence of
 reason while the gifts are exercised under the immediate direction of
Lthe Holy Spirit. Saint Bonaventure shows the difference between the
E¥itues and gifts taking as his example the virtue of faith and the
of knowledge. Both pertain to the intellect but in one case the
Bind assents without understanding, while in the other, the gift of
owledge immediately helps us to understand.

. The Master and the pupil have their own instruments. The means

AOFM 73: 192, March 25, 1
AOFM 59: 215, June 14,
AOFM 66: 113, July 1, 1947
AOFM 75: 212, 3
AOFM 59: 234, April 30, 194
AOFM 72: 212, July 14, 193
AOFM 76: 315, August 25, 1%
See the various AOFM Volsy
to 77.

AOFM 59: 14, May 30, 193% /the Holy Spirit for our sanctification are the seven gifts, For us
AOFM 60: 6, July 2, 1940. | . means are the virtues. Without the gifts the virtues are dull
AOFM 61: 83, July 2, 19414 fruments. Although managed by men the virtues are of divine

AOFM 63: 89, June 20, 1943 Bn. Perhaps the greatest sin of omission of our time, an age of
AOFM 67: 4, May 20, 1946. 4 8 Claus in which we expect something for nothing, is the one in
AOFM 69: 197, January ?: ; ' man has forgotten the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Relying on his
:811::: ;: i?’ January 26, Balents the creature willse to be the master of his own destiny, a

) undertaking,
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. To understand is to penetrate, to read into something. In the
- tural order the intellect has the power to perceive the abstract,
material truth. Not supplanting faith but supplementing it, the gift of
jorstanding must be had to penetrate supernatural truths. Hence
e have some argument in spirituality that such contingencies, as an
undance of reading and eo forth, are not essentially needed to go
aight to the heart of truth. All Saint Francis wanted was a breviary
nd a psalter,—the psalter in those days being a distinct book from the
reviary. However, lest we presume in this gift of understanding, let us
7 ‘o’tvgive up spiritual reading, etc. This gift of understanding says Saint
G"d.ﬂ howr the gift of piety imspires the soul to make generc o naventure, basing his argument on pseudo-Dionysius, is used not only
sacrifices. jaint Therese’s “little way” was earmarked with this gift;' bo comprehend something of the Divine but also the natural order.
In trating now of those gifts which perfect the intellect it my As long as we are wayfarers in this world we can know the Divine only
b‘f rememlered that the four inellecual gifts are founded in faith. E " . veiled by the natural order. We are able to know God through
with the gfts it is not given to us to know God in a perfect mannd reation. With this gift of understanding we also go deep into the
T-he): neve totally crowd out faith. Nor do the intellectual gid  meaning of the Christian mysteries, the symbols and signs and difficult
provide uswith a special kind of reasoning. These gifts are intuitive fill§ expressions found in the Scriptures. It is given to all in the state of grace.
character. The soul endowed with them somehow sees but does i Just as every science coordinates the knowledge that belongs to
analyze. .Ill the natural order counsel helps us to determine what shouliilll . so the highest of the gifts, wisdom is a superior type of coordination.
%)e d.one ina particular case. Whereas the norm of the virtue of prudenfillf Whereas understanding gives us a piecemeal coordination, wisdom,
is right reigon, the norm of the gift of counsel is the eternal mind SIE the flower of the gifts, gives us an overall picture and the power to
God. Wl.ﬂ}out being merely fleeting gestures nor simple opinions 1 experience and taste Divine things. The object of chartiy is God,
H°15_' Spirii becomes our immediate guide along the treacherous pas{ Infinite Goodness. The object of wisdom is the same God, the same
of life. In treating of the gifts of counsel Saint Bonaventure ma ': Goodness, but as experienced. It is the setting on fire of the heart
t‘!le observition that to give counsel may not be so virtuous in itseffilll ® requested in the “Veni Creator”. In knowing superior things we
since many know how to do this so well yet fail themselves effective somehow lift them up. In loving them we debase ourselves. In knowing
Ttherefore the essence of the gift is the disposition to receive directidiiilf superior things we belitile them. In loving them we lift up ourselves.
a passive Quality. In the light of iuman prudence the actions of maflE Hence it is better to love God in this life than to know Him. This,
saints appeir very foolish. Yet they were very efficacious since they wd i I think, is a good Franciscan approach and is productive of that wisdom
accomplisheg according to a higher norm and governed by the L‘ | which promotes that peace so dear to Saint Francis. Wisdom also
of Ct;:{lnsel. 4  begets a love of suffering and regards things earthly as insipid.
oot o e e ol hsomen, S Y. it ofpreeme
To know the supernatu lm: en ﬂﬁ lll:’nmilI a lt de things m Paradif - Tl.le grace ctf final perseverance is a greater grace than the
times calle “tjhz c'a ra forher a g erh.no'w edge 1s needed, somy ifeception of forgiveness. N?t to need forglvenes? ac'cord‘mg to Scotus
It docs 10t f ) 8 u:ll.we of the szl!;nts.\ ..T is is the gift Of knou-)le B a greater reason for loving God. He also maintains that the good
intuition, 4 sul:-eyra ‘ 1;"“1"5“’?' 8y. og.lstlc. 'a(Etl"ltY bUt. agam a klm! pgels per?evered. because God gave them the cor.responding grace.
the relationships ;:D:e y agamst vanity, it is lz: gratuitous insight : dme Scotists claim that such a grace can be merited as an anm.ver
to God. Tt waspsuclf weeixflt c;elz:h]l'ms aTlOng t emse!ves and crea ‘  prayer. All agree t:hat God ordefs perseverance from all eternity.
that Saint Frame ag 'l e 1;"3’ that gives a 111‘3 to the asserti int Augustine calls it t.he “great gift of God” since it secures for us
to know the rosewas]at' ea;-:e bman. Very few have been giv§ _Possession of the Hx.ghest'(.;ood. The Council of Trent, reacting
given to Flancli)s per relationship between creation and God as t over-confidence in spiritual life, has condemned that false
. ity which insists that one can be sure of persevering with an

in ‘,l’liﬂ may sided activities, and credited to “Him Who strengthey
me”,

Spirital life is not meant to be lived in a selfish isolation. We af
created tolive in society. All living demands communion with othed
It ;is the git of piety which determines the degree of harmony that wj
e.xmt betwen God and us and our neighbors. In justice, through d
Vfl'tue of rligion, we repay God the Creator. In charity, through 4
gift of piey we gratefully repay God our Father. That filial affe
80 promirnt jn Saint Francis concerns itself about the honor
glory we g adopted children offer to our Father. Always looking |
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absolute and infallible certainty. Fear and trembling should accompanj

L joyless world is one without peace of soul or body. This fruit is the
us to the grave. X

 pace of martyrs who sang their way into eternity with a k]:i,llld oi
crenity. Delivering the soul not ox.ﬂy .from tl.1e fretful t'rtc}b:} e; o
erior things it also calms our vaclllatmg.demres from w1“ Nm. ; is
‘.. gingularity of heart which could have as its theme song, “No other

- V1. Fruits of the Holy Spirit |

Consgolation according to one author is a happiness that carrig
pain with it. In the soul of Christ pain and happiness existed togethe
Saint Francis gave us his definition of perfect joy and we know th{
it included suffering and humiliation. Two of the greatest hallmarks ¢
the Franciscan Order are joy and penance. Philosophy teaches us th
pleasure is proper to function. When our tasks are performed in
proper manner we experience a concomitant pleasure. Pleasure is t
result of perfect work, The fruits of the Holy Spirit are spiritual joj
which accompany our spiritual works. When our works have reachg
a certain perfection there is present consolation, or fruits of the Hol
Spirit. Whereas the gifts of the Holy Spirit are a habit, a dispositie:
the fruits are the same spiritual operations, the acts of virtue, acts ¢
love which delight the heart. The beatitudes are also fruits but
most exalted resembling heavenly joys and delights. The fruits do n{
suppose an absolute but a relative perfection. Therefore they are foun|
in all the stages of the spiritual life. Each level has its correspondi
fruits - '

The work of grace is slow. Little by little the defects in us a
laid aside and the virtues developed. It is something gradual. Now tH
greater the detachment, the more secure the union between the soul as
God. This is the wisdom of poverty. In the measure in which we reaf
to the generosity of God and His gifts so will the fruits and consolatiod
of the Holy Spirit be apportioned to us. It is most difficult for th
joys of Heaven and earth-to be united in the same heart. One must §
often sacrificed. This is the wisdom of penance. The fruits alwa¥y
suppose a maturity and perfection. 1

1. Charity, Joy and Peace. '

love have I”.
" 9. Patience and Longanimity. . N
. Pain is a precious inheritance which Chns.t left on this ea ]
 According to St. Augustine, God prefers tct brmg good out o.f f3v1f
rather than prevent it. On earth pain is the fnseparable companion o.d
jbve. In the spiritual life there is also pain, .h(?urs of sorrow a.n
‘J.nglation. Purifying and enlightening the soul it is the sap of g]l .-ht;
yirtues, and without it they cannot grow. There. are moments O
'bitterness when love seems 80 far off. Since love will. never be fuzlly‘
f“ realized here, we too experience those moments and torment? o.f dem;:a.
it principal suffering in Purgatory. To bear these afﬂl.ct.lons t e
virtues of fortitude and hope are given to us by the Holy Spirit. It is a
! priness in suffering. These fruits produce joy because we know gal;
| purifies. It makes of us a better product and more Yv.orthy of God.
| Pain which was sanctified by Christ is now a bond uniting us to God.
It is characteristic of love to resemble the beloved. This .the reason
. why Saint Francis went all out in his bequest of the St'xgm=ata. To
| Francie, pain was giving and giving in a perfect way. T»lfe tht:le Flouter
 found joy in the world but, as she said, only in pain. Pz:}u?nc.e is serenity
i pain. Instead of the disgruntled “suffering catfish 1.t is in .rea.hty
 aisuffering love. “For Christ’s sake” has more than one mterp.retatlon.
" Even though time waits for no one everybody on earth is forc‘ed’
 to ‘wait. The harvest will come in its own due time. The la}w of life
| whether natural or spiritual is slowness. Waiting is 'pamful. T.O
. e s . . . | eveércome this pain we have the virtue of hope. The fruit of 'hope. is
The fruit of charity is the delight of loving. Its direct opposif  Yogenimity. It 1o this froit which Saint BB e e us to enjoy

is the misery of Hell. When the queen virtue, charity, reaches a certa Ewhen exhorting us in his Testament, “Suffering is slight, glory is in-
maturity we experience the joy of loving. It is joy bound up in lo  fbite” Longanimity is an intimate satisfaction in the slowness of God.
It is quite difficult to find a combination more Franciscan. The frul

‘ His d time the good will be rewarded and the evil punished.
of joy logically follows upon love. When love attains a union, joy § own good time g
the inevitable result. This joy is also found at the beginning of ;

Whereas charity, joy and peace give us consolations in enjO}"ing
O . ; . ' . p good thngs of life, patience and longanimity produce consolations

spiritual life. It is the joy of the novitiate. It is the joy of an initif ’

sacrifice. It is the joy that accompanies one’s first step towards Gol

B in pain. )
. > T actor ) . ® 3. Goodness, Benignity, Mildness, and Faith.
For it seems it is there in its initial offering that the act of the will § b Goodness and beni gnity are concerned with our doing good to
most intense in detaching itself from the temporal. Following upon j¢ 3
is the fruit of peace. Peace is the perfection of joy. Where there is lot

brs. Human life is one of companionship. To contend with the
j j l and bad requires a balance not always easy for the soul. The
there is joy; where joy, harmony. A frustrated world is a joyless world :

e of justice and the gift of piety regulate our active life. We not
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only have to have the will to do good to others but actually do i
This disposition of the Holy Spirit is slow in development. When §
does mature, when the will and its execution reach a certain maturitj
then we experience the fruits of goodness and benignity. Goodnes
is the desire to do good to all. “With a desire have I desired” are tl
words of Christ. Benignity is the generous execution of his intentio
“He went about doing goo R :

Goodness always brings joy. It is the good people who &
genuinely happy- One can will good if he sees in all another Ch '/
Because we are all made after the image of God we can rephrase Sai
Paul and say, “There, because of the grace of God, go 1.” Doing go4
always brings consolations. This is where the Lutherans miss o
Here we have as our model God, the Giver of all good things. i

In dealing with our neighbor difficulties at times arise. Lack #
appreciation, being taken for granted, sometimes just being také]
and even injustices are euffered. Where anger is tempted to
mildness steps in to sway the heart of the offender. It is mildness th
makes us happy landlords for it is the meek that will possess the lax
It gives us the satisfaction that with such a disposition gouls are wi
over. The fruit of faith is the joy of being loyal. It rests in the hapj
knowledge that we are sincere, that truth is the norm of our condu

4. Modesty, Continency, and Chastity. 3

Inferior creatures are at our disposal. Wealth, pleasure, honors #
subject to us. Pride upset this order once. Original gin has left §
possibility of other such upheavals, When this happens man plad
himself at the disposal of creatures. The three concupiscences &
fifth column within us. To use creaturcs in an orderly manner
is needed an interior peace. The virtue of temperance and the gifts
fear and understanding give us a divine ordering. The fruits of these f
modesty, continency, and chastity. They bring with them the joy |
freedom, of liberty, joy of holy sovereignty. Exterior behavior
tempered by modesty, especially as regards riches and honors. Ord
is established in the inferior part by continence and chastity. T ‘
fruits produce joy in the awareness that we are reinstated as i
of creation. 3

L oaks, for they differ in height, begins by renouncing those things
fwhich would drag us down into the valley of selfishness. The first
: hree beatitudes teach us to die, to die a death which in turn produces
y- The last four contain the secret of life. They reveal how the new
man arises, created according to the will of God in the holiness of
aruth. We arrive at these peaks by the exercise of the virtues but
orincipally by the work of the gifts- The beatitudes as fruits are rooted
e | the gifts. The eighth peatitude in which is contained the mystery of
i,e Cross is the summary and consummation of all the others. Although
jere are eight in number they treat of one perfection and one
’ i appiness.

- 1. “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of
iHecaven.” We saw that the gift of fear of the Lord, which is filial fear,
‘detaches us from things. We become terrified at the thought of
paration from our heavenly Father. Positively the detached know
the joy of being free, a holy liberty never 80 accomplished as in our
- Lady. This is purity in the proadest sense, a remoteness from evil.
" In this closeness to God, someone once said, we find God where we
t leave creatures. This abandonment of pride sets the stage for humility,
. the basis of Christian justice and perfection.

. 9. “Blessed are the meek for they possess the earth.” Poverty
| of spirit prepares for the first stage of intimate transformation. But
it is love that does the work. Once the desire to possess is quieted, the
L tranquility of meekness sets in- This mildness stems from the gift of
. piety. It not only restrains one’s irritation due to some offense but with
L & serenity even rejoices in the injury received. It has the wonderful
E disposition of attracting souls: goftening hearts, breaking through
where even the most airtight syllogism fails. It is not a gigsified and
 tntrue affction or some kind of 2 made up love for certain aversions,
it a patience which suffers others. It is utilizing the secret of silence,
he silence of meekness. Born out of our weakness it avoids sus-
lbicion and believes in the good will of others: Saint Francis saw &0
Jpuch good in others, so0 little good in himself. It is an endurance in
fharity.

. 3. “Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted.”
‘is the classical “know thyself” and the gift of knowledge that lays
pre our own depths. Once we face up to this knowledge and see in
plity what paupers we really are, our humility should give rise to
hrs. We feel the emptiness and darkness around us. It is as if this
Jjowledge removed the flesh and all we saw was the skeleton. The
Jors of the whited and, many ghades of gray sepulchers, fall off their
nges. Filled with the love of God, in this beatitude, earthly things

H

VIL. Beatitudes ;

Even in this life there is given to us some of the hundredfd
Though wayfarers we still attain the true heights of perfection 1
though these are viewed through the ehadows of our imperfectiol
The actual first fruits that appear on the branches, which are {
virtues and gifts, are the beatitudes. They are likened to a chain}
mountains, each a summit in itself. The ascent to the highest of th
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when seen under the heavenly light reveal incredible miseries.
is the theology behind the Miserere and De profundis. A holy disillusio)
ment which produces tears, it also brings consolations. The soul knoy
that there is no such things as a positive emptiness, that where there §

L alogy it is gi in that simple gaze which has
- . Then it is given to see God in le . :

1 Vlogyl’o y with anything experienced. These apparitions will be ;'la:pld
‘ " a:;aetigng for the natural weakness of the soul could not support t er.
e 7e «Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the

jldren of God.” With this beatitude is reached the peak of love.

a vacuum there is room for God, the God of comfort and solace. Onf ) ° b h wisdom
this is realized, nature and suffering will take on a new meaning | e saw before that the knowledge of divine things throug

. . . ) 1 . : ] mi wisdom.
it did for Saint Francis. Consolation will come. To be consoled (cum k. an experience. The seventh beatitude is l:1150 the stl;lm:nét ionft oo,
( i ) ) latio - . i i and love, the peace that Sa
i) e o e e v s i O ot e i 1 i s
:,fl frli.ids Penance is mourning and it ;vill become a welcomed all ,omot.cladham‘):fy I:It a state .in which all the desires of the soul are
. ) 0 pranquil harm s 1 flections.
Chastity, the vow of loneliness, will not be an emptiness but evenj - :ﬁn one single desire, a simplicity W&l:;hth:;:loiﬁztgt:rztfl :he Word
comfort knowing that where creatures were abandoned God ' oul becomes a living image, an undistu )
! he s0 5 . : ivi tion.
preferred. We divorce ourselves from creatures only to be wedded | ® 4 in a wonderful transformation attains perfect10111 of dlv1.nf§: :t(il:lli o
1 v . y y 1 ’
God. “Blossed . ho b ) 1t ; K ‘ M.t the divine work is not yet co’;‘l}sll.un.mz;t:;lt.hThe ast pur
4. essed are they who hunger and thirst for justice sake, fj ct of Iove must come. 1his 18 . )

. . reme a : justi ke, for
they shall be satisfied.”This beatitude is the outgrowth of a desi 8. “Blessed are they who suffer persecutlon. for JuSt;(:el'sat " ork
for fulfillment of all holy works. It is principally ordered to the god }%lem is the kingdom of Heaven.” The most sublime and holies h
of others. The divine norm sought is justice but in God’s own way. A%t Christ is His sacrifice on the Cross. The grace of Goc.l z;tppeareti.:m ; a«:
knowledge gives us a disappointment in our own strength, with fortitu oss in its supreme manifestation. On Calvall;y t-hf: (:;lvme %a:{c ;oy;mw

. . ‘ . I . » : e do see there 18 the vel .
we lean on infinite strengt.h. The so'ul presses on with a passiona scarcely veiled and th? veil that'w e lom. Just as Christ did
hunger fortified with the gift of fortitude. Such hunger will be fillg The cighth beatitude is the beatitude of martyr H Cross. “Of His
with a divine nourishment and with Mary the soul will magnify ¢t - n'(.it reserve His love so also He does not reserve His Lross. .
. R o > BC . ] devotion
Lord, through the multiplication of good works. “He that filled t} . fullness we have received.” Just as the Cross was 't}}:e cro‘v:: :))i o
hungry ‘with good things” was inw our Lady’s Magnificat. i for Christ to the Father, so the. erss for 1;5 is t ihcrocenterv o1 the
5. “Blessed are the merciful, forv they shall obtain merey.” It wi o the Holy Spirit. The Cross is the foun atlonl},1 t;,) ) r;nounced.
mercy that brought Jesus from the bosom of His Father. To assun summit of our spiritual life. The Word of‘ love has been p
the miseries of those we love may not be too difficult. But to hay AN that is left for us to do is to repeat it.
mercy on those who are our enemies or repugnant to us is another stof ¥
We well know Francis’s experience with the leper. This beatitud
teaches us to look at trouble as God looks at it, to understand an
alleviate it. It teaches us to face up to the reality of original sin,
guide is the gift of counsel, a sure guide in things difficult. This is n
that mercy that helps the suffering because their ailings torture o
nerves. It is not that mercy whereby we seek to relieve ourselves. Sug
mercy is eelfish and devoid of real love. What is it? It is mercy foundd
on God’s universal mercy; it wants to save that what was lost, tH
sinners. The merciful man is always one who knows that he himse
needs mercy. o
6. “Blessed are the clean of heart for they shall see God.” Cleane
of heart means not only freedom from the incitements of the passiolf
but surprisingly also freedom from errors, imaginations, and illusion
The soul must rid itself of that human mode of knowing founded of

L




THE SEASONS

Life’s first glimpse of what has been

From death—struck forms of wintry past
Marches sprightly forth in youthful jubilation
Gray eand blacks deny themselves

To startling tints of red and blue,

Bursting forth kaleidescopic panorama.

Spring, unique in all her splendour

Is God’s prelude to summer’s strength—
Virile heat on sun-burnt face and manly arms,
Hills and dales, fields and homes,

Seethe with human ant-like movement.
Farms and towns, seas and skies,

Filled with swarming human masses.

Summer, Summer, man’s intrigue

Lasting during fleeting moments

Gallops forth as eighteen-steeds-a-flight.

Soon life’s wings begin to slacken
Autumn tints bedeck their tips,
Calmer, calmer, calmer still.

No more hurry, nervous tension . . .
Autumn shades but slowly pass,
Prelude to the death of winter.

Snows are but death’s resting sheets.
’Neath lacy textures lie the dead

For youth is gone, and manhood, too—
While old age sleep in quiet content.
Death’s pallor whitens the earth;
Death’s silence haunts each day.—
Only to burst forth finally

Into life eternal, unending.

Fr. Anaclete Yonick, O.F.M.

44

gt. Francis Prophesied (IT)

s like other humans, he also was tempted by
f God were also tempted:

“But David’s heart rebuked him . . .
d he said to the Lord: ‘I have gravely sinned in what I have done.
Rot 1 beg you, O Lord, to take away the iniquity of your servant,
kor 1 have done very foolishly’ . . . Then David said to God: ‘I am
b great distress, but it is better to fall into the hands of the Lord,
bor his mercy is greal, than into the hands of man. » (II Kings 24
10, 14 H

- se)cond, Job, whom God permitted the devil to tempt: “And God
‘Have you considered my servant Job; there is none
eless and upright man, who fears God and
voids evil?’ And Satan answered God: Does Job fear God for nothing?
- Have you not put a fence around him and his household and his possess-
vi‘ons? You have blessed the works of his hands, and his possession have
| increased upon the earth. But extend your hand a little, and touch
f oIl he has, and see if he blesses you.” Therefore God said to Satan:
E “Behold, all that he has is in your power, only his soul do not touch.”
E (Job 1: 812).
L Fulfillment ‘
i “When he was at the hermitage of Sartiano, and had one night
devoted himself unto prayer in his cell, the ancient enemy called
m, saying thrice, ‘Francis, Francis, Francis” When he enquired
him what he sought, that other made reply to deceive him ‘There
b no sinner in the world whom God would not spare, should he turn

Him. But whoever kills himself by harsh penance, shall find
o mercy throughout eternity.’ Forthwith the man of God perceived
y revelation the deceits of the enemy, and how he had tried to ren-
& him once more lukewarm.” (Major Legend 5, n. 4).

. 13. Francis was filled with joy and glorified God when he
pned how his little group would grow. He is likened to the men
inld :

¥ first, to Jacob, whose wife bore
¥ 30: 56f) ;

. second, to David,
Kings 5: 13) ;

12. Since Francis wa
the devil. Other great men o
first, David who had sin:

4

[gaid to the devil:
;e him on earth, a blam

him twelve sons {Genesis 29:
whose wives give birth to many children

45
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: s Jacob to their sins.” (Isaias 58: 1);
second, “Now in those days John the Bapy; ooine preaching in
desert of Judea and saying, ‘Repent for Yhe kingdom of heaven
: at hand’.” (Matthew 3: 1, 2).
Iment
ulﬁllle first practiced that which he afterwarq preached to others, so
feared none that might blame him, but he Y08t faithfully preached
8. truth. It was not his way to smooth OVer the faults of any, but
~smitc them, nor to flatter the life of silng . put rather to aim
k) ;+ with stern reproofs. To great and small Alike he spoke with the
sme firm spirit, and he would as joyfully addl‘ess few as many. Folks
% every age and either sex hurried to see QY hear this man, newly
Esven to the world from heaven. He, i_ndeed, as he went throughout
arious districts, preached the Gospel fvith fery, our, the Lord working
Pwith him and confirming the word with num signs. For in the
i po;ver of His Name Francis, the herald of the tyuth, cast forth demons,
' healed the sick, and, what is more, by the uight of his preaching
" softened and made penitent hard hearts, restorin . health to body and
" mind at the same time.” (Major Legend 12: 8) =~
" 16. Francis expresesd his love for the Paggion of Christ through
. the use of the Thau (T). He made the h.a.bit Of his Order in the form
14. Another occurrence in the life of St. Francis is the manni of a Thau. This is the sign which Francis pl%lce d at the end of the
in which he prepared himself for the reception of the Rule. Hi I letters he wrote, as we can see on the lettel. which he wrote to
diligence is pre-viewed: ; ¥ Brother Leo, and which is still preserved at St. Francis Basilica in
first in Solomon: “He looked for useful words; and he wro Assisi. This is also the sign with which Brothg Pacificus saw Francis
words most right and full of truth.” (Ecclesiastes 12: 10); @domed.
second, in Moses who fasted for forty days and forty nights, , - This same sign, the Thau, was seen also by Yzechiel: “And behold,
that he may be worthy to receive the Law of God: “And Moses ef six men were coming from the directlop of the upper gate which faces
tered the cloud and went up the mountain. He was there for 4 " the north. Each one had his weapon of slaug}lter in his hand. In the
days and 40 nights.” (Exodus 24: 18). . . middle of them was a man clothed ?n linen, wyy, o writing case at his
Fulfillment : 1 F thigh, They went in and stood. beside rth.e. br“zen altar . . . And the
“Being obliged, therefore, to reduce to a more convenient ford ; Lord said to him (the man with the writing case) : ‘Go through th‘?
the Rule that was to be confirmed—it having been somewhat diffus ddle of the city, thrm-lgh Jerusalem, and Mark a Thau on the fore_-
compiled by putting together the words of the Gospel—and beif ad of the men wh.o sign and weep over th, gins which have been
directed to do so by the vision that had been shown him, he went = "{itted to the city’ And to the others he said: ‘Pass through
into a certain mountain with two companions, the Holy Spirit leadis 8¢ city after him flﬂd slaughter—let your ®yes spare no one nor
him. There fasting, or living on bread and water alone, he mad pow any mercy. Kill ﬂhe_ old_mzfn, the 1);0_qu man, the virgin and
the Rule he compiled, according to what the divine Spirit had tauv d and the women until ::one 18 l'e ft. But do not
him in prayer.” (Major Legend 4: 11). ' Bom you see the Thau! . . .” (Ezechiel 9: 2-6)
15. Francis preached repentance as Isaias and St. John Afillment
Baptist: § . “As the merits of the virtues of thesg little omes of Christ
first, “Cry aloud, never ceasing, raise your voice like a w ®tme greater, the news of their good rep . = o spread on all
pet, and tell my people of their transgressions, and call the son} -

third, to the race of Israel, about whom it is written: *
children of Israel increased, and multiplied greatly, They becany
very strong and filled the earth.” (Exodus 1: 7). ’
Fulfillment

“Later when his intellect was given greater power of light, {
easily saw what was in the future. As the sweetness and the lig
disappeared, Francis was renewed in spirit and seemed already to }
changed into another man. Returning then to his friars he sa
with a great joy: ‘Take courage, my beloved; rejoice in the Lo
and do not be sad because there are so few of us. Nor should ré
be surprised at my simplicity or your own, because the Lord has show
me that God will make us grow into a great multitude, and He 1
greatly increase us so that we will be in all parts of the world . .
I saw a great multitude of men coming to us, all desiring to live wif
us in our holy life and under the Rule of our blessed order. And .o
I can still hear the sound as they come and go when commanded by hqg
obedience. I have seen, as it were, roads filled with their
number. They are coming from almost every nation: Frenchmen aj
coming; Spaniards are hurrying; Germans and English are running ag
a great number of others are rushing to us.” (Celano I, n. 6. 7).

kill those upon
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sides, and drew many folk from different parts of the world |
see the Holy Father in person. Among whom was a certain eki

composer of secular songs, who by reason of this gift had bl
crowned by the Emperor, and thence called ‘King of Verse’, and |
now longed to seek the man of God, the despiser of worldly thin
And when he had found him preaching in a Monastery at Borgo
Severino, the hand of the Lord was upon him, and he beheld that
same preacher of the Cross of Christ, Francis, marked after ]
likeness of a Cross with two exceeding shining swords set croj
wise, whereof the one reached from his head to his feet, and ,
other across his breast from hand to hand. He had not known
servant of Christ by face, but immediately recognized him why
pointed out by so great a sign. Promptly, completely astonishi
at this sight, he began to resolve on better things, and at len 3t
pricked by the power of his words, and pierced as though by
sword of the Spirit proceeding out of his mouth, he did uttes
despise worldly glories and cleaved to the blessed Father, profel
ing his vows. Wherefore the holy man, seeing that he had coy

pletely turned from the disquiet of the world to the peace f
Christ, called him Brother Pacificus. He afterward made progress |
all holiness, and before that he became Minister of France—beig
the first who held the office of Minister there—he merited to
hold once a great T (Thau) on the forehead of Francis, whid

marked out by a diversity of colors, adorned his face with
marvellous beauty. This sign the holy man revered with deep affectio
praised it often in his discourse, and, in the letters that he di
tated, signed it with his own hand at the end, as though all h

care was, in the prophet’s words, to set a mark upon the foreheads 4
the men that sigh and that cry, and that he truly converted to Chrif

Jesus. (Major Legend 4, n. 9).

17.  Another gift of Francis is his deep understanding and
ive love of the passion of His Savior. Nothing did Francis tea¢)

save to glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ (Galations 6: 14
and nothing did he know, except Christ poor and crucified. His lo
of the cross is typified: '

first, in the looking upon the serpent by Moses and the peopl)

whoever was bitten and looked upon the serpent, he lived.” (Numbef

21: 9);
second, in the staff which Gedeon saw in a vision: “And
angel of the Lord put forth the tip of the staff which he had

his hand, and he touched the meat and the unleavened loaves; and
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- arose a fire from the rock and consumed the meat and the un-
-ned loaves.” (Judges 6: 21); .
F third, in the staff of Moses: “The Lord said to him: ‘What is
: in your hand?’ He answered: ‘A rod.’ And the Lord said: ‘Cast
F upon the ground. He cast it and it turned into a serpent and
es fled from it.” (Exodus 4: , 3);

. fourth, in the tree which Nabuchodonosor saw in his dream and
bich was explained by Daniel: “This is the vision I had while in
9. I saw and behold a tree in the middle of the earth, and it was
A,. high. The tree was huge and strong and its top touched the
fven and it was visible to the end of the earth. Its leaves were
ot beautiful and its fruit abundant; and on it was food for all.
itle and beasts rest under it and in its branches dwelt the birds of
e air and from it all flesh was fed. I saw in the vision while
fbed and behold a watchman, a holy one, came down from heaven. He
fled aloud and said: “Cut down the tree and chop off its branches;
A ip off its leaves, scatter its fruits; let the beasts flee from under
 and the birds from its branches!” (Daniel 4: 7-11).

Pulfillment

t  “Who can express and who can comprehend how far Francis was
rom glorying save in the Cross of our Lord? He alone knows who has
prperienced it. And although we in some way might perceive those
fhin gs in ourselves, words would never be able to express such wonderful
hings defiled as they are by common and ordinary things. And per-
aps this is the reason why it had to be shown in the flesh because
rancis was unable to express it in words.

. “Therefore, let silence speak where language fails, because even
e thing signed cries out where the sign fails. All that we can say
it is not yet fully clear why this mystery appeared in Fran-
k Yet, as it was revealed by him, it derives its reason and purpose
m the future,

“He is true and worthy of belief to whom nature, the law, and
will bear witness.” (Celano II, n. 203).

18 Francis, like Josaphat and Esechias of old, sent his breth-
o1 missions to preach the word of Christ to all people:

arst, like Josaphat, who “sent out his princes . . . to teach in the
fof Judea . ., . And they taught the people of Juda, having with them
Bok of the law of the Lord . . .” (II Paralipomena 17: 7, 9);
Peond, like Ezechias, who “sent to all Israel and Juda and wrote
 to Ephraim and Manasses that they should come to the
of the Lord at Jerusalem, to keep the Pasch to the Lord God
Rel” (II Paralopomena 30: 1).

]

3

“Therefore Moses made a brazen serpent and set it up as a sign: an

i
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Fulfillment F

. “At this 'time, the recept.ion of another good man in the o}
increased their number to eight, T‘nen Blessed Francis called
all together and after telling they, anany things about the King
of God, contempt of the world, thye renouncing of their will"
subjection of their bodies, he diViQe d them up into groups of¢
and said to them: ‘Go, my deareg brothers, two by two throu
the different parts of the world, axypouncing to men peace
pentenance so that their sins migh‘ be forggiven B patient .
bulation for the Lord will fulfill Hiy designs an d.promi es. If ard
asks you questions, answer them hl\mbly; bless those wh;) persy
you; thank those who made fuy, of you and slander you, b 1
for these things we will receive 55, eternal kingdom.! And with |
joy and gladness they received ki, command and humbly prost}
themselves on the ground befay, St. Francis. And he, embrd
them, said lovingly and sincerely to‘ .each one- of vthem/’ ‘Cast |
cares upon the Lord and he wi}) Keep you' (Psalm 54., 22

same words Francis always used wh,
. enever he gave any of the,
a command out of obedience.” (Cel'ano I: 20) © y 4

~19. Another wonderful eve,;
transformation, that is, when hg
66 A o

chariot. Because of this, Francj, . compared to FElias: ‘ , L O . . ‘
they went on, walking and talles is p : ‘ bverently pick it up and put it in a holy and becoming place. In fact,
and fiery horses separated the t“‘% together, behold a fiery cif ¢ would do so even if the Name of our Lord or anything pertaining
a whirlwind into heaven.” (IV Kfvo of them; and Elias went » that holy Name was not written there. '
Fulﬁllment Samge 2: 11). “One of the friars once asked him why he was so careful in gath-
“In the vresence of God a ‘ ing up even the writings of pagan which did not contain the name
walked in Sill:l licity and con ﬁl‘ld in the presence of men the ¥ " our Lord. Francis answered, ‘Son, it is because the letters are
R ;’ b Z e deng,, They were, therefore, w exe from which the most glorious Name of the Lord God is composed.
e be r y a vision. ¢ does the good that is there belong to pagans or to any man, but
One nlght Francis, 1nspire ¥ to God, ‘from Whom is all gOOd’ 2
. ; . ¢ ! *
;'“jlilcl: t’}ﬁ ‘f‘:::-sc};t;:magc:hi Owur ::'More wonderful yet is the fact that, whenever Francis had any
. ustony ¢d of greeting or admonition to be written, he would not permit

hours but at tla)\lrery hour, S$INCe  the  letter or syllable to be erased, even though they might be
cares or troublesome anxiety. Ap Riluous or incorrect.” (Celano I: 83).

some of the friars were restin ] .

silence, a beautiful fiery chafi ’ l-. During the first years of the Order, the friars came together
of the house. It zigzagged abo Priuncola to see one amnother, to encourage each other in their
top of the chariot was a large  and to tell the experience of their missions. At these meetings
which lit up the night. Thoses ‘Was not the legal formality of today. The spirit of St. Francis
and those who had been sleeping them all, and at the close, each would kneel and receive the

of the ball could be felt both ic Father’s blessing. These meetings were like the meetings
gathering about they began to

g by virtue of such a light, each of the friars knew what the other
- thinking about. Then they knew and understood that the ball had
., the soul of their holy father, shining with such splendid
htness. For he merited from he Lord this blessed gift because
4 15 outstanding purity and the tender care which he showed his
b, » (Celano 1: 47),

: 90, Francis was a man of reverence. He saw God in everything—
kn in every written word. He also longed to have others praise
@ through the written word. Esdras, centuries before him also
' the same reverence: “For Esdras had prepared his heart to study
:Jaw of the Lord, and to keep and to teach in Israel the command-
and ordinances . . .” He was “the scribe learned in the words
B laws of the Lord.” (I Esdras 7: 10, 11).

Bfiliment

- “When he pronounced Your Name, O holy Lord, his emotion sur-
pwed the understanding of man. Joy and pure happiness so com-
jitely filled him that he seemed to be a new man and from another
in the life of St. Francis 1 Pt-’ “Therefore, whenever he found on the road, in the house or on
Appeared to his friars in a | hé floor any writing which concerned God or man, he would very

Ky the Holy Spirit, left the
Father’ in a sincere and melo
to do this not only at appd
y were not troubled with w4
d behold! About midnight
ang others were fervently pray}
Ot came in through the little ]
Nt the house two or three timei
ba)] which looked like the sur
Who were awake were spellby
& were frightened. For the brig
I the body and in the soul

ask each other what this migh “And Josue gathered all the tribes of Israel in Sichem,

smmoned the elders, the leaders, the judges and the officers;
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i or not because the incredible sufferings had wasted her away .
f.hey did look for something which Francg had touched. A_fter
time they thought about the reins whichhe¢ had held in his hands
he riding. Then taking the bridle out of the horse’s mouth, they
bed the reins, which Francis had touched, oy the woman. Immed-
- she was out of danger and very happily aid safely gave birth to
 child.” (Celano I: 63; many others can alp be cited: Celano I:
4.70, 87; II: 46, 68, 78, 100, 202).

 25. God died for us! The redemptive bliod of Christ-crucified
wed Francis with infinite zeal, so that he wanted all people
:, globe to bow down to God in silent aderation. He wanted all
to be saved, in order to give glory to God. Men, who went before
k. can be used as prefigures of Francis:

the land. Then the word of the Lord came to him: ‘Arise and
Sarephta of the Sidonians and live there; for I have commani
widow there to feed you’. So he arose and went to Sarephtaj
And when he arrived at the gate of the city, he saw the widow gat}
sticks; and he called her and said: ‘Give me a little water in a {4
that I may drink’. And as she was going to bring it he called t§
saying: ‘Bring me also, I beg, a piece of bread in your hand¥
she answered: “ As the Lord your God lives, I have no bread, bu
a handful of meal in a pot, and a little oil in a bottle. Now
gathering sticks that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, ‘1
we may eat it and die.” And Elias said to her: ‘Fear not, but go, .
as you have said. But first make me a little cake and bring it t4
and afterward make for yourself and your son. For thus says thé
God of Israel: The jar of meal shall not be empty and the ba
oil shall not be dry, until the day upon which the Lord shal
rain upon the earth.’ ” (III Kings 17: 6-14);

third, when Eliseus procured water without rain: “And

‘l Phinees, who saved people from the indignation of God:
nees, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned
in anger from the people of Israel, because he was jealous
N ‘my jealousy against them, so that I might not destroy the people

happened the next morning when the sacrifices are usually oﬁer sracl in my jealousy. Therefore say to hin: ‘Behold, I give to

behold, waters flowed from Edom; the land was filled with v 4 the people of my convent and it shal be to him and to his
(IV Kings 3: 20) ; Picendents an everlasting pact of the priesthood, because he has been

plous for his God, and has atoned for the wickedness of the people
fdsracl.” (Numbers 25: 11-13) ;

,,*"aecond, Elias who said: “With zeal I have heen zealous for the
ed God of hosts; for the people of Istael have forsaken your
pnant. They have thrown down your altars, and have slain your pro-
jets’ with the sword; and I alone am left; and they seek my life to
it away. (III Kings 19: 10);

,«ﬂnrd David, who wished to die for his son: “The king was
Ry moved, and went up to the room over the gate, and wept. And
8 went, he lamented: ‘O my son Absalom, Absalom my son!

again, when Eliseus had a woman fill many jars with on'
jar of oil: “And when the vessels were full she said to hed
‘Bring me another vessel,’ and he answered: ‘I have no more.™
the oil stopped flowing.” (IV Kings 4: 6) ; ,

Another time Eliseus told Naaman, the General of the-
army: “Go and wash seven times in the Jordan and your ﬂe,
be restored and you shall be clean . . . So he went down and W
seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man ¢ "
And his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child; and k
clean.” (IV Kings 5: 10, 14).

Fulfillment . pld I had died instead of you, Absalom my son, my son Absalom!’”
“The people would give Francis bread to bless, and keef pngs 18: 33) ;

until nceded they would then eat the bread and be cured from purth, Moses, who said to the Lord: “limplore you, this people

diseases. : Binned a great sin; they have made for themselves gods of gold.

b forgive them this offense, or, if you do not, blot me out of the
at you have written.” (Exodus 32: 31, 32) ;

ph, St. Paul, who laments: ‘I speak the truth in Christ, I do not
. ¢onscicnee bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have
Ppdness and continuous sorrow in my heart. For I could wish to
ema myself for Christ for the sake of my brethren, who are
nen according to the flesh.” (Romans 9: 1.3).

“In a like manner their deep faith often moved them to ¢
pieces of his habit so that sometimes he was almost naked§
especially wonderful is the fact that, if Francis would touch‘
thing, people would be restored to health by touching what iy
touched. 1
“An example of this happened in a certain village near .

A woman there was with child, and now that the time had com
had been in labor many days. No one was certain whether zhe
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i' ascending toward God, or stooping toward his neighbor. For
od learned so wisely to divine the time granted to him for merit
e part thereof he would spend in laboring for the profit of his
ors, the other he would devote to the peaceful -ecstasies of con-
blation. Whereof, when according to the demands of time and place

d stopped to secure the salvation of others, he would leave behind

2: qurbances of throngs, and seek a hidden solitude and a place for
:?‘,v wherein, giving himself up more freely to the Lord, he might
b off any dust that was clinging to him from his converse with men.
dingly, two years before he yielded his spirit to heaven, the
+ counsel leading him, he was brought after many and various toils
b high mountain, that is called Mount Alverna.” (Major Legend
. 1)
;27,) Another virtue of St. Francis is his persistent practice of
. Many men, who went before Francis, can be used as prefigures

Fufillment .

“Francis’ great love made him a brother to all creatures. It}
surprise then if his love for Christ made him even more than a by
to those created in the image of the Creator. Francis used to sayf
nothing was to be preferred to the salvation of souls. This he g
by showing that the only begotten Son of God had deigned toj
on a cross for the salvation of souls. This explains Francis’ wrq
in prayer, his travelling about preaching, and the great effof
made in order to give good example. He deemed himself not tg
¢riend of Christ unless he loved the souls whom Christ loves. Th|
his main reason for honoring teachers because, as helpers of ¢
they together with Christ carried out the same duty. But fd
friars themselves his love knew no bounds, since they were like md
of the One Faith and were united in the sharing of the eter '
heritance.” (Celano II: 172) ‘

“Who has had the same care for his subjects as Francis}
He was forever lifting up his hands to heaven in prayer for iy
Israelites, and, at time forgetful of himself, his chief concern 3
be his friars’ salvation. Prostrate at the feet of God he off
spiritual sacrifice for his sons and compelled God to pour M
upon them. Francis looked after the little flock he had attrag
himself with a loving sympathy, but yet with the fear that afte ‘
the world, they might lose heaven also. He felt that he woy
infamous unless he made those entrusted to him glorious, whd
spirit was bringing forth with more painful labor than when a 3
gives birth to a child.” (Celano II: 132). 1

26. Francis, like Moses, Balac, and Jacob, used to be led ]
spirit of God high up in the mountain to pray:

first, like Moses: “And the Lord came down upon Mount]
on the very top of the mountain; and He called Moses to its tof
(Exodus 19: 20) ]

second, like Balac: “And when he lead him (Balac) to 4
place, upon the top of Mount Phasga . . 2 (Numbers 23: 14); |

third, like Jacob: “Jacob left Bersabee and traveled to ’
And when he came to a certain place, and wished to rest then
sunset, he, taking one of the stones that lay there, placed it
his head and slept in that same place. And he saw in his sleep a)
standing upon the earth and the top of it reached to heaven; .
angels of God were ascending and descending on it.” (Genesis 28:
Fulfillment g

“Jy was the custom of that angelic man, Francis, never to be g
in good, but rather, like the heavenly spirits on Jacob’s ladder;

- first, Moses who would not take no for an answer: “Moses again
ved to the Lord his God . . .” (Exodus 32; 11); again: “And he
J to the Lord ‘Why do you afflict your servant?’ * (Numbers 11: 11).
» people knew the greatness of Moses’ prayers: “They came to Moses
i 2aid: ‘We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and
nst you; pray that He may take away the serpents from us!’ Se
pees prayed for the people.” (Numbers 21: 7);
second, David, the great King of Israel, also besought God: “And
jng David went in and sat before the Lord and he prayed ...” (II Kings
) 18) 5
k. third, Manasses “. . . entreated him and prayed earnestly. And he
pprd his prayer . . .” (II Paralipomena 33: 13);
fourth, Nehemias, who “. . . fasted and prayed before the God of
pren.” (Nehemias 1: 4) 3
 fifth, Daniel: “. .. went to his house and opening up the windows
ph faced Jerusalem in his upper chamber, he knelt down three times
P and adored and gave thanks before his God, as he has been ac-
o d to do before.” (Daniel 6: 10) ;
xth, Judas Machabees cried to his fellows: “Now let us cry to
in; and the Lord will have mercy on us . . .” (I Machabees 4: 10).
ent
brancis, the servant of Christ, feeling himself in the bedy to
put from the Lord, had now through the love of Christ become
untouched by earthly desires, wherefore—that he might not be
the consolation of his Beloved—he prayed without ceasing,
ever to manifest a spirit present with God. Prayer was a
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| L and visited Francis. They comforted him by playing lutes and
""ging- This incident is preshadowed: 1
f. 1 by Ezechiel: “And the spirit lifted me up and I hegr
P e a sound of a great excitement, Blessed be the glory of the
r:)nm his place; and the sound of the wings of living cr?atutrlc:s’
. touched one another, and the whirr of the wheel: follown?g 3?
‘ycreatures’ and the sound of a great excitement” (Ezechiel 3:
)3 s , hizh
‘ Isaias: “ .. I saw the Lord sitting upon a thl:one, ig
: Wf:;‘:;;’;y and his train filled the temple. The se'l‘liPh.lms Sto_"ﬁ
° ijt—the one had six wings and the other had six wmgs_——Wl’U
) they covered his face, with two they covered ?ﬁs f‘e};t,] anI(:II V;'ltth;‘io

28. Often St. Francis shed an abundance of tears when he -" b flew. And they called one to anothe; atndf Sﬁli; h‘iso g}i,oryf:’yZIsaiaZ
and meditated on the excruciating torture the all good and » Lord God of hosts, the whole earth 1s Iu
God went through for us sinners. This weeping of Francis is prd -3) .

first, in Ezechias, who begged: “O Lord, I beesech you, remd
how I have walked before you in truth with a perfect heart, andj
done what is pleasing to you. And Ezechias wept bitterly.” (IV
20: 3);

second, in Esau who “said to his Father: ‘Have you onl
blessing, father? I pray you, bless me also . . .” (Genesis 27: 38
Fulfillment 3

“And since it is not possible for a man harassed with the infij
of the flesh so perfectly to follow the Crucified Lamb without}
as to escape contracting some defilment, by his own firm exd
he made declaration that they who keep watch over the perfd
of their life ought to cleanse themselves daily with floods of §
For although he had already attained a wondrous purity of hear}
body, yet would he not abstain from continual floods of tears whi
to cleanse the mental vision, not weighing the detriment to his
sight. For when by incessant weeping he had sustained a very gri
injury to his eyes, and the physician would fain have persuaded
to refrain from tears, if he wished to escape blindness of his H
sight, the holy man made answer, ‘It is not just, brother phy#
that for the love of that light that we have in common with the]
the visitation of the eternal light should be hindered, be it but a
For the spirit did not receive the blessing of light for the sake §
flesh, but the flesh for the sake of the spirit’ He preferred rath
lose the light of his bodily vision than, by thwarting the devotil
the spirit, to check the tears whereby the inner eye is cleansed;
it may avail to see God.” (Major Legend 5, n. 8).

29. During a sleepless night, because of his physical pain, o

consolation to him in contemplation, while, being already ma
fellow-citizen with the Angels in the circle of the heavenly mary
with ardent yearning he sought his Beloved, from Whom the{
of the flesh alone parted him. It was, moreover, a defense to h
his labors, while in all that he did, distrusting his own working
relying on the heavenly goodness, he cast all his care upon thef
in earnest prayer. : z

“He would confidently affirm that the grace of prayer “’
should be more desired than all others by religious man, and—bel
that without it no good could be wrought in the service of Goi
would stir up his friars to zeal therefore by all means that he o
(Major Legend 10: 1). : 1

llment )
. «Nor did created things alone obey the servant of God at his

jjding, but everywhere the very providen(fe of the Crea?or sto(;)ped
his good pleasure. Thus, on a time when his bod)r was weighed O\fn;
. the suffering of many infirmities, he had a yearning f.()r some tunefu

und that might incite him to gladness of spirit, yet discreet decorum
11d not allow this to be rendered by human agency—then the Angels
e their service to fulfill the good pleasure of the holy man. For
",,night while he was wakeful, and meditating on the Lord, on a
dden was heard the sound of a lyre of wondrous harmctny and
eetest tune. No one was to be seen, but the coming and going of &
bpist was evident by the loudness of sound, now here, now there.
Bith his mind uplifted to God, he enjoyed such sweetness fr?m that
Jodious strain as that he thought him to have exchanged this world
} another.” (Major Legend 5 n. 11).

Fr. Byron Witzemann, O.F.M.

(To be continued)




MULTITUDE OF SWEETNESS

“How great is the multitude of Thy sweetness, O Lord,

All my thoughts have settled like finches
on my single Love.

I have looked and He was there

Where splendor denched off

The trees of my awakening.

I have come sometimes with the garment
Of incense on my soul;

With the taste of Love

Sweet on my lips

And carrying silence safely

In a splendid canticle.

But more often I have come

Feeling the darkness for a hand

And finding only the deeper dark;
Probing the night for a song

Where quiet was only vested with silence
And thunder antiphonal with thunder.

But remembering that mad sweetness
Once on my lips,

I shall hang my sighs

On the seven stars

And climb to Love—

Sure of the swift delight

At the top of night.
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which has been hidden for them that fear Thee.” Ps. 20§

Sister M. Florian, O.S.F.

."r Lady Of Happy Memory
; ; Fr. Regis Marshall, O.F.M.

| b building the world famous cathedral of Notre Dame we are told
e architect’s criterion in advancing this project was not the
of labor it would entail nor the cost of material to be used nor
- consumed in this Herculean endeavor. The norm pursued was
jrly this: would this task be pleasing to the Mother of God? With
| motivation herein presented at the close of the centennial year
fdes are some Marian capsules expressed in honor of the fairest
guest this world has ever hosted.
f be mindful of one’s dignity is truly to possess self-respect. Of
ftures there was none more mindful of their dignity than the
Immaculate Virgin. Is she not the admirable Mother who never
® Does not the melliflous tongne of St. Bernard call her the
¢ Memorare? That Mary kept and treasured all those things in
hrt is broadcast by that joyful and veritable source of trath, the
Pospel. Finally it is through Mary that we have received the most
P memorial of all, the Eucharistic King, raised aloft daily for men
e, ever-present for men to love, and sacrificially offered for the
'safety of mankind. This is the same solicitous Mother who came
Jod ue of our dignity in her most heralded visitation at Lourdes.
¥ commissioned to add yet another salutary invocation to her
E illustrious roll as found in the Litany of Loretto it would
haly: O Lady of Happy Memory pray for us who have recourse
Pray for us who at times are so self-conscious that our Heavenly
s been blurred, our ultimate goal obscured.
e last Gospel of the Mass we are frequently reminded of the
inhospitality. Christ came unto His own and His own
JHim not. Mary too has appeared and visited her own. Each of
bchild. Must we be rebuked for having received her not? Have
Men all too soon the awesome dignity of her who is not only
P guest but even a solicitous Mother?
aintly are thrilled with a holy excitement in the knowledge
Jas gifts for them that have not as yet been unwrapped. “Eye
1 nor ear heard the things that God has prepared for those
Him”. The gifts that we have received should occasion in
acts of gratitude and appreciation. Occupying the focal spot
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