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, THE LIVING FAITH

Fr. Geoffrey G. Bridges, O.FM.

anless it has works is dead,” (Ja. 2,18) the Apostle
James tells us. St. Paul has informed us that faith is the substance
of things 1o be hoped for, the evidence of things unseen, and that
faith is essential for salvation. St. James now tells us in a practical
way that having faith is not enough; we must go on to put it into action.

God did not give us this gift to be wrapped in a handkerchief and
puried in a field. He didn’t give it to us to be kept in our place in
chapel to be used at stated times during the day. Faith is a virtue and
ghould be a habit which informs every act of our day.

We can see the difference between simply having faith and really
living it in the life of St. Francis. As a young man he certainly be-
Jieved in the Gospels; no doubt he admired the high ideals advocated
by Jesus Christ. But look at the transformation in his life when he
stopped admiring these ideals and began to live them. Through study,
and prayer and action he came to a personal realization of the mean-
ing of “putting on the mind of Christ.” He came to see life as Christ
saw it; to judge situations as Christ would judge them; to value the
things of this world as Christ valued them.

We are the disciples of St. Francis. Are we imitating that part
of his life which fell before his conversion, or the Christ-like part
thst came after? Or, what is worse, are we living a natural life despite
our baptism? Do we prefer to operate on the natural plane most of
the day, eating, sleeping, working, recreating for predominantly na-
tural and selfish motives? If so, then our faith will gradually shrivel
within our soul. True, we cannot lose our faith except by a direct
denial of Christ and the truths he taught. But we can have a sterile,
death-like faith which rarely bears fruit. Like an arm long in a sling,

such faith accomplishes little.

«Faith. .

Increasing the Intensity of Faith

Faith, remember, is not an exhibit piece but a virtue, a habit that
must be strengthened and developed. Faith is life; and growth is es-
sential to life. Now we can grow in the intensity of our faith and we
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tan oy in the R
practice of our fai . 1
e ap gy s ’ ur faith. By intensit : L
[ ma lheot:}onal reaction, a glowing of heart, duZi:f :alth I d4
ietin. The f:] wer and. inclination to believe and vtog " a;t fff :
in Bptig th:r:n we increase the initial gift of faitﬁuzh ehefl:
the othe,il ore we will be inclined to li at we
a se ive th : A3
gft As g, ;1;11;1;? ° verydllvlng of our faith will i::r::sl;h;h p
ar, L e 3
kg (1o, gy o e faith [of Abraham]]
» Ly 1

g
initil :fe ire several means
8 of faith. Again o

. faith. They strengthen our convyictions and appreciation. As St
study and contemplation strengthen the faith in
e Who are weak; it gives to the strong joy in believing. We are
oved 10 desire closer union with God through faith in time of medi-

. on.—By these four means especially we can increase the intemsity

¢ our faith.

L gventure 8ays

Faith in Action

When we come to our opportunities for increasing faith by action,
are dealing directly with the “works” which St. James says give
ift of faith does not overflow into actiom,

urbz p:)\rhic.h we can directly iﬂcreag"“
y e o ) reciation a ;
i thsimp;rf:zwulllg genfarosity of Jesus Chrisltl.ng(-::1 u“trude are =y
Lo, increaser t efas.klri:g. All we need do is pray wit; :}1:11 groy
il o faith” (LK. 17.5) and our desive will o Apof
o w — no e.quahty here between the prayer and n al.hb
atural gift. The merits of Christ an dY M::y ;}llle 1}111 ‘},

ill the/

e to our faith. If our g

en it is dead, or at least dying.
11 a religious that he or she is not humble enough,

; Now, you can te
F pot charitable enough, not devout enough at Mass, not recollected

. enough; but never will he take the offense he does if you tell him
his faith is weak. Why? Because all too often we are inclined to look
at only one side of faith. We feel that as long as we aré ready to give
intellectual assent to all the truths that Jesus has revealed we have a
girm and strong faith. But St. James would not agree. For him only
that faith is firm and strong which shows itself in our actions, which

all during the day. As we go briefly through
for living our faith,

Again
h and quite simpl
sacrmeny, Ty, mply, we may gain an i ]
. The increase
Yourtsig N.:ass that you offered this morning, th t(l;l'ough’;
Jou feﬂ]ized’ i};our ast Confession gave you an increas; ;)f‘; . ;)lmm 'l
it, ten or not. But, if you did realize i . aith, wh '§>
» U Ym received an alize it and intensely de
founsing (f life: even greater increase. The sac %
tellema] 3¢ ; not only of grace and love life, b l'«':lmentg . s .
e, e, but of faith and} inspires virtuous acts

1 the many opportunities each day presents to us

A thing
way is th ops ¥
f y is through ‘ . -
Ozrﬂas;)eal‘ing the Captigo n'sri'::lf:ctac? FOf faith. I mean more 4 you can be examining yourselves, objectively, on the depth and ef-
ke by ; of Faith. R . fecti i
this rgar tsts of prayer. I am afraid many of ather T am thin estiveness of your o b i
y of us are negligent] Let us look at the sacraments again for a moment. We believe that

the Mass is Calvary re-presented, that Jesus Christ enters into us cor*
porally in Communion, that in Confession we are brought into most
intimate contact with the saving merits and sufferings of Christ. Now
the amount and fervor of preparation for these Sacraments, our attention
: and our actions during them, are an expression and an indication of
. the depth of our faith. Fr. Mateo Crawley tells of a personal experience
. in this regard. For years he and his mother had been working and
L praying for the conversion of his father. One day they succeeded in
tting him to go to Mass. But he came home highly indignant. How
uld a priest, who believes what Catholics say they do about the

Us'8d, There are so :
Pirating of 5. many opportuniti . ‘
the ms, ii :;1;11; for instance, i the Trinilt(;s adsu::: in:};: d;y for
‘.aﬂd Podnesg ‘ofp(r;es;nc.e of the Holy Spirit in our hearts t;nt }‘: o
i Wridony of t}(: ’Gm the .FatherhOOd of God and o,ur th'(i Iha
ationd fce and e Gospel life we are living, in the uni chi dh
for e higheq 2ots Pil.‘aYt?r b.y Mary. But the daily God- .lversal m;
Tesul® Copy o iimi of faith is the Mystery of Faith, the ﬁven oocs 18
At of g o ¢ hwtn and Divine Presence on our altay:ss,kuh“b
willtive 1, Zet at we are able to give to God and the 1;1 ere 1
we piitg o urn depend on the amount of faith, hope azjlsl:}?

. r Mass and .
t}ley inere . nd Communion. Th .
faith I:se faith, and we benefit from e:}f mysteries demand fa ass, rush and mumble his way through the ceremony as he had?—
'Y Worning Mas em in proportio y we have firm faith, it will show in our ctio
most i 8 and Communi n to d ’ 8 ur actions.
% effort to believe an nion should be the time of yd Another source of opportunities for deepening our faith through
’ One of the hardest things to

Pactice is living with our fellow men.
member (and often our neighbor makes it all the more difficult by

s actions), one of the hardest things to believe, is that my neighbor

d grow in faith.
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is to be loved no matter what he does. It is hard to see and remem}
that he is made in the image of God Jjust as I, that he has been redeeil
by Christ just as I, that he is an actual or potential member of §
Mystical Body, that he is destined to share the same vision of
Yet we must thing and believe this, if we are to practice the secy
great commandment of love. And when we have learned to have §
reaction toward our neighbors in religion, then we must learn
apply these truths also to God’s other children and our neighhy
the negroes, the Jews, the orientals, to sinners, our enemies, to th
norant and the stubborn and the malicious. How many of us sin ag,

faith and charity in this regard! Actually all of these are as it wi
sacramental signs. They are like phospherescent rocks, which when 8¢
under ordinary light are dull and unattractive but when seen un

ultra-violet light show unsuspected beauties. Faith sees Christ beh§
the varied exteriors of our neighbors.

Discipline of Divine Providence 4

Closely allied to this seeing of Christ in our neighbor is seef}
the will of God in all that Divine Providence presents. To see a
accept God’s will in all that our neighbor does and eays, for ti
matter, in all that happens during the day due to human or natusg
causes, belongs to the perfection of faith in action. When we refld
upon it, yes, we believe that all good is willed by God, and that I
evil is permitted by God for our good. But is our faith efficacioug
If it is, then we will not resist or resent the commands of our supe]
iors; we will not be discouraged by failure or disappointment; L
will see the stamp of God’s will on heat and cold, rebuke or pé
mission, ingratitude or praise, accidents or good fortune. ’
Right here I would like to warn you that even we religious mi
beware of letting an emotional block blind us to the will of God
If you tell the average lay man or woman that rain on a picnic daj
is actually willed and permitted by God and has a good purpos
after thinking it over for a minute they will concede the point. Bd
tell them that the death of a young father of a family, or the cripplin]
of a child by polio, or their dismissal from ar :
the triumphs of Khrushchev and Communism are allowed by Gof
and serve a good purpose in the long run, and they will argue with
you. The stark tragedy or the vast evil of the situation has so stirred
them emotionally that the principles of faith no longer seem to reg

ister. And so it is at times with religious. In the first dark moment}§

eligious community, d
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God’s will on every up an
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An’d 80 as
&% we go th
Blessed ar go through the day the G .

“blessed ar: the poor in epirit;” “blessed ;:P:lll whispers to y
speaking falsei';us when men reproach you, and ee peacemakers;
“If someone s%;k‘ay all manner of evil against yoﬂ ,:‘Sec;;te you, an
o (Mt 5.39) How o tu ¥ight check, tumn o him 1 oa)
occasion of Si’n . }‘:W many of us do that? “If tho him the o

29) We know w}? : rt_;e » pluck it out and cast it frzmmiht fye is
‘-a'ism . . . tee.,(M
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our faith.
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f It comes to lfe on our WOIdS and aCtlonS n the

Sacraments

toward .
dence 4 ) our nelgh,bol. tow

,» and in living the whole ’Gosp;rd God’s loving Divine Provi-]

The Franciscan Approach

. Let us con ; )
Virtues. The em:)l}l::; by emphasizing the Franciscan a ]
It js a practical a s among our spiritual writers is al pproach to the §
Blesseds. Speciﬁcalll)PIOach that has produced a pala ways 011_ growth. |
dency is to make .tY as r?gards faith, the Francisi Xy fJf Saints and }
it practical to turn it always intoa]:)rzttltUdedand g
yer and action, §

at the sa .
me time ‘d' .
trie Franci irecting the pr ;
anciscan mnot prayer and action s 7
o : to i
the Gospel teachings nly believes and appreciates the ec halﬁty. The §
5 xcellence of §

. he emb
¢ is poor, hol races them as hi .
Pel motives. BuZ’ 11)111 = long-suffering, mortifiedlsrazgrm (.)f daily life. §
faith finds ite af is ultimately an expression of patient for Gos-
perfection. “Faith crowned and m(; iipove.dFor in love
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| he goal of the Franciscan.”
" In our quest for a meodel of living faith we cannot turn to Christ
gs we do fn most virtues. For Jesus had constantly before His eyes
natural, then, than to turn to

the true vision of God. What is more
the saint who more than any other person,
“Qther Christ,” our holy Father

metited the title,
e both the strong, deep belief and appreciation ©

Mary excepted of course,
St. Francis? In
§ revealed

him we se

truths, and the actions springing from it. From his intense faith

jn the Eucharist flowed his sermons and exhortations begging for
d for all persons and things connected

erence for the Sacrament an

with Its from it flowed his labors in
tribution of linens and host-irons. From his faith in the Gospels, to

take just one other example, flowed his poverty, his peacemaking, his
childlikeness, his love of all mankind, his death to the world and sin—
in a word, his zeal in the living of the whole spirit of the Gospels,
counsels and attitudes as well as commands. And all this he used to
express his seraphic spirit of love. To him, therefor, let us address
the prayer: Holy Father Francis, obtain for us the desire and the
o follow in your footsteps and thus to grow in living, loving

cleaning churches and his dis-

grace t
faith.

WAITING ROOM /

When work is done, 1 hurry home,
Where supper waits for me,

And many things 1 like to do,
And folks I like to see.

And on my way I pass 2 place
A dozen times or more.

Tonight, before 1 pass again,
T'll step inside the door.

The place i8 dark: to find a seat
Takes several seconds’ search—

For me two-thousand years this Christ
Has waited here in church.

Fra. Pacificus F. W aywood, O.F.M.




Muhammad And St. F rancis;
For a More Christian Understanding of Our Brethren the Musli
Fr. Giulio, Basetti-Sani, O.F

When we look at the geographical map revealing the diffusi
of Islam, we cannot remain indifferent to the disturbing probleng
raised by the mysterious presence of a phenomenon so important foj
the history of Christianity and of humanity. Tt is our most cherish o
longing to create in the Christian conscience an interest in these mj
lons of people.

Too often one hears repeated by the very persons who live in the]

lands of Islam: “There is nothing that can be done!” How many}
times, in the course of seventeen years spent in Muslim territory, ha
I heard my own confreres enunciate this sad conclusion as the fi
lesson of their partical experience. However, the more I meditate,
more the verdict strikes me as inacceptable. It appears to me that
the contrary must be said: “There is everything that can bhe done with!
Muslims.” Without contesting the merit and the honor due to th
who in the past, at the price of their lives, have preached the Gospel ]
to our Muslim brothers, we must realize that, from the failure of so }
many attempts, it is not to be concluded that grace has been denied '}
to 0 many people who likewise are called. to salvation, ‘

We are, therefore, convinced that to arrive at a more Christian ]
understanding of our brothers in Islam, it is important for us to
adopt the attitude adopted by St. Francis of Assisi and meditate on a
Phase of his life which has perhaps escaped a number of biographers }
and admirers, namely the mysterious bonds which united the Pover-
ello to the founder of Islam, the Arab prophet Muhammad,

The Prophetic Mission of St. Francis of Assisi

No one disputes that in the 13th century Divine Providence sent
St. Francis to His Church to bring the world back to fidelity to the 1
Gospel. The vision of Innocent IIT expressed that mission of the Poor
Man, who, as a prophet, spoke to the people the language of God |

We shall especially discover that St. Francis approached Islam ]
with an entirely new spirit, with spiritual attitudes completely un.
known to medieval Christendom. In this we are once again led to
~ think that St. Francis received the prophetic mission to bring the
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| j lical un-
| Christian conscience back to a more just and more evange
derstanding of its relations with Muslims.

For the medieval conscience, Muslims were the “u@ll)elie\(;?j p;:;
ganers of the Holy Places.” The papal documents themselves gn

i i gion on
them in terms which could not fail to create a strong impres

. . t"
he imagination of the faithful:: “enemies of .t;he Cross ;)f” Chr:ls s,o
f‘l:le gs,” “the most wicked lot of warriors,” “a wicked people”, an
0g8,

iti ili ainst
forth. Islam was presented not only as a politico-military power ag
(1) .

w lcll 1t was necessaly to defend onese 9 m:
h ].f but above au as the ost

i : time
L diabolically anti-Christian force. The Po'pes and lilsths :isl:y a
| irred the zeal of the faithful by the ideal of the Crusade.

It is in this environment of 'anti-iMuslil?a réa(;m:r; 1;[1;: (S:t}.mFl';;ncix:
inspired prophet, sent by Go (

aPPeaI:;i’t ?h:::ial::l:li.ght l:-egl;rd the followers of Islam' with aCI;:o.n:
iy lical outlook. Continual meditation on the Passion of ( rlsf
eva:llgesltc Francis understand that God brought about the salvation Hg
man h . h annihilation and affliction, through the death of ] 8:
man . ;oug and not through violence and the deployment of ma‘r:en]f
pD;:rl:: 'I%i: Christian attitude towards Islam ought to conform itse
to that evangelical outlook. . -

Consequently Francis discovered in l.ﬁushms z:;t the tz:vr:ll).{;: e;::
mies against whom it had to be a question of t:a ‘ng dull))mmen ,Who
cause they themselves took up the sword, but a].Je;mte prathers who
had to be led to their Father’s house through kin ness a Hifn odnee.
Jesus treated men with love and saved tht?m by glvmg imee't on
the Cross. The Church, which is His My:shca’l B‘o Y, ::;n;ln defmd_
another way; she must treat Muslims v.m:h charity an
ing and save them by prayer and suffering. . N

In the redaction of his first rule, St. Fragcls gave to aso o ,r -
“those who wish to go among the Saracens,”—a program s

moved from the mentality of that time, that it could not have been

inspirati . It was
fmpressed upon his mind without an inspiration from above

. « . . £
f impossible for him to look upon Muslims as “enemies of the Cross o

Christ,” profaners of the Holy Sepulchre. He sees in thex; (::lz'nbtll':)e
ere of God; redeemed by the blood of Jesus; called to s x}al In the
gdom of God; more precious than the mormds of e::}'lt covered
h the blood of the Son and still more precious than the s
Sepulchre.

B(:lI:: let us hear St. Francis as he proposed his. prorgra.mdof ;;p:}l;-
plic conquest. He divided it into two periods. The first period (which,
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we add, could eventually last f ; ..
a thoqsand years are asyyester;:yce;ll::::l;s’ I:::d;n :‘he eyes of Gof
the evgugellcal.message is announced in the lan d, is that in whid
practice of Christian virtues. The brothers (who of Islam by thy
cens) must Dot take action against them, nor causf c:i.among the Sa Y
sflbmit themselves to all (and therefore even to th l;};ute.s, but muggd
?1es). It was cot.lsidered to be humanly impossible : h}lsl'uin authogd
1e-n-t without 'ta'kmg such action: in the light of tvhil oth ve in the Qg
attitude prescribed by the Franciscan precept is ms e value of
ent. After an assidous practice had shown that hum?lrie clearly
gentleness wWere the superior spiritual values, the g;':)):;l;l()lo‘;:rt)i:l I\
ould hé

well prepared. It would be easier
the humiliation of the Son of Gol(.L or Islam to accept and understan'

If the te8timony which th . . ,

in tl{e lands of Islfgm has not p?;;:::l fgec::;:cr:ee; tro I:Inder to i
precisely from being preoccupied in looking for im;s d" that deriv .
. The second period, that of external manifestati eciate results.
is determined by the choice of God. In this re on and preachin
the words of Jesus to His Apostles: “It is not for spect we should hee :
or the geasons which the Father has fixed b Y(.)ll:- to know the
(Acts 1,7). y his own authority. :‘;
The hour for action is determi . A
must be ready to execute that secortze;lall:tyo?til: :nl:::rcy 'I"rh e Apostle]
;}:: vz’lo;d :}fle(:?dt Pre'su(fPOSes, besides the spiritu'aio?re;a:;?:unoe‘“
ired Ior 1rs riod, a : . n res |

is in no way bolmdpteo gi\;e t:’e:];u::;::,lllzaualf pﬂ?paration: the Lord‘\"
tongues. On the other hand, no one can prcgat::doto]il: Word the gift of
to a peoples without first knowing the language andnotﬁnce the (%osp el |
that people in ?rder to be able, according to the teachin € mentality of
become all things to all men—a Jew among. Jous ing C(D;f St. Paul, to ]
Gret'aks, and 80 an Arab among the Arabs, in Ord; a Greek among j§
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b his rule that it is precisely because Muslims make us suffer and
. ouse they inflict suffering and death upon us, that they must be
L idered as our dearest friends. In these words is embodied the an-
[ er to be given to all those who invoke the malice of the Saracens
. bstinacy in refusing the teachings of the Gospel. Nothing
the value of the words of Christ which He
weated to His sons: “Behold I send you as sheep among wolves.”
It was in that spirit that he was able to see in Muslims his own
rothers. He would not have dared to consider himself a friend of
Christ if he had not felt himself animated with zeal for the salvation
-of all those whose brother Christ had become before the Father. For
whoever wishes to remain faithful to the Seraphic
epirit, Muslims must be the object of a constant love, even if in retarn
they hate us. Did not Christ go even further, He who loved Judas?

St. Francis, by a special illumination which conferred upon him
a prophetic mission, understood that Islam could not be won over by
contempt, still less by threats and violence. One of his most ardent

occupations had been to make the Gospel known to Muslims. He
devoted his life to that ideal; he offered it to God as living sacrifice
for his Muslim brethren in umion with the dying Christ, in order to
redeem humanity. To this end, he set out three times to seek martyr-
dom among them.

The prophetic character of the mission of St. Francis for Islam
was confirmed by the connection — evident to us—between certain
events in the history of Muhammad and two events in the life of the
Seraphic Father. By relating them we are able to acquire a full un-
derstanding of these. In so doing, we discover the particular vocation
of the Franciscan apostolate in Islam. It is only with the heart and
spirit of a Francis of Assisi or of a Charles de Foucauld that one can
understand the mind of Muslims and draw near to them.

Muhammad and the Christians of Najran

Tt is impossible to understand the profound and supernatural

meaning of the apostolate of St. Francis at Damietta, the reaction of
the Sultan Malik-al- Kamil and the Muslim doctors of the proposition
of the saint, if one does not compare the happening at Damietta with
that which occurred at Medina, in the tenth year of Hijrah.

At that time Muhammad had practically extended his authority

L over all of Arabia: numbers of tribes had spontaneously submitted.

| Although he was still far from knowing the true Christianity, Muham-

| mad manifested more sympathy for the Christian than for the Jews.
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aware of the fervor of spifrit and of the sanctity of Francis, who
no word of contempt for Muhammad, nor for the Islamic faith, §
only professed himself ready to remain among Muslims for the lovey

Christ, prepared to preclude their every hesitation by means of x"
ordeal of fire.

The ordeal—like the Mubahalah which Muhammad had askeq !
the Christians of Najran—would have 1o show the intervention of
Who would declare which is the truest and holiest faith. g
In conformity with the rule of action prescribed by the Qu "
the Muslims refused the challenge. St. Francis then declared h"‘
ready to enter the fire alone. Humbly he forewarned them that if
Lord did not assist him, those present should attribute that to §
gins, and not to consider it as a Divine condemnation of Christian ‘;
If, on the contrary, the power of God should be miraculously maj
fested, by leaving him unharmed in the midst of the flames
the Sultan and his people to hear the message of God. .

The conduct of the Sultan and the attitude of the doctors of ""
Qur'an who, upon declining the first proposition, had backed o
must be interpreted in the light of psychology and the Muslim lay
After the incident which occurred between Muhammad and the Chri§
tians of Najran, especially after the anewer which the prophet »
ceived from the Lord (Surah iii, 48/55), the Muslim was not able 1
uccept anticipating the judgment which God had reserved to Himsell
to give to the angels and to men in the presence of Jesus Christ, ‘
on the last day, He will judge both angels and men. l

Taking into account these characteristics of the Muslim consciene
we must, of necessity, evaluate both the response of the Sultan as
as the conduct of the doctors differently. The refusal did not signify
contempt, neither of St. Francis nor of the Christian religion. On|
the contrary, the Sultan, in conformity with his faith, professed
licly the Divine origin of Christianity: “I believe that your Faith iaj
good and true.” :

Islam at Damietta did not accept the proof that St. Francis, in{
order to make reparation for the refusal of the Christian of Najran,
desired to give of the belief in the Divinity of Christ and in the Trin-
ity. It would appear that at Damietta, Islam refused the abeolute gift ]
of love which St. Francis was ready to make, in exposing his life in §
the hope of martyrdom. But this interior disposition of sublime char- 1
ity toward his Muslim brothers did not diminish in the heart of the
Seraphic Father; on the contrary, the attitude of the Sultan, one that

.
, he aski§

. Jonger be exc
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at an interval of two bowshots God was
and attempted to reach God through the
was unable to introduce him into the ‘
pletely naked angelic nature, which his guide had assumed, did §
normally represent the type of intimate union with God which{
only possible through the crucifed humanity of Christ. ‘

Ignorant of the true meaning and purpose of the mystery of §
Incarnation, Muhammad remained excluded from the Divine -.""
reserved to the adoration of sons. In all sincerity he asked the Diving
to manifest Himself to him, at least under the appearance of an angl
but under the features of the angel who guided him, he could o

discover and proclaim the inaccessibi]ity of the Divine essence, Thy

he remained on the threshold, and did not try to advance into tf
eternity of Divine fire,

thus renouncing the knowledge “ab intra” 4’
the personal life of God through the only Mediator, Christ, W 3
would have sanctified him. 1

There was in that outpouring of the faith of Muhammad the
Pression of a desperate desire which he kept during his whole lify
“to contemplate God, at least under the form of an angel.” This desi
will remain during the centuries unsatisfied. The complete sacrifice
himself made by St. Franecis at Damietta for the salvation of all Muy
lims will bring about, thanks to his merits, the most unexpected answoj
to the prayer and desire of Muhammad. Tt was not Israel (wherd

Jesus was crucified), but Islam, which occasioned the appearance 0§
stigmatization in the Church.

hidden. Muhammad desif
mystery, but his angelic g
embracing union, for the og

The Miracle of Alvern;z and Muhammad
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the very beginning,
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particular, established the relation be
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tween the two events: the preach-
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place on Alverna towards thé!
well-known. Franciscan tradition, from‘l
has meditated on the mystery of the stigmata of)

to that desire or martyrdom which had driven St.

of Islam. St. Bonaventura, in '

81

b yAMMAD AND ST. FRANCIS
V ffering of self, made by the saint at Damietta, fo:'h the s:ltv::
T?et}?e Muslims, had been accepted by the Lord, bl}.llta e t::cei); "
- : hich he desired to undergo in the land of Isl.at’n a-. to oeive
o " lnd deeper meaning. While it was St. Francis demz to make
'neW flon by his courage and charity for the refusal on fe p;im !
l"aégf;:listi‘ans of Najran to Muhammad, the Lord reserved for
T
-yl e extraordinary martyrdom on Mt Alverna. it tion for the
8 hat generous offer of intercession and of substi e
u IT . eihoed in the heart of God. St. Francis, tlllere-fore, fw;tslam
pre ‘ irant for the salvation of lslam.
1 i God as the greatest aspiran t L Ve .
‘ﬂ&mzedt:) )}rlim the expression “brothers and friends” is foufld in thse
ﬂﬂmank,r }: an exp,ression to which Muslims have a rlght.'But it wast'ef
' oeci :1’ in the person of St. Francis that the Lord wﬂl'ed tod sa;;ei
Frind d’s sincere and ardent desire to see God mamfest.e w )
Bepnniy iracle of Mt. Alverna, the stigmata o

f an angel. In the miracle of nata
e e iting i the angelic nature to the crucifixion,
§t, Francis, uniting in some way sture to the eracliaom
appear precisely as a supernatural compensation for

ing in Muhammad. | | -
wam';‘!;il?&ra;: race, excluded in Ishmael its father from the offering

of Abraham, remains to this day in an almost invincﬂ)l:; }g?::n;;zz
the crucifixion and its sad reality. For Muharflmad }iln s ) n,l Jesus
Christ the Holy One of God, coul;l) 11'iotttsuffecr0 :(;;:;aﬁa:l liinﬂicted e
er; the “Judge” could not submit to a. !
:lnltzjlbecause all tiat appeared as a defeat inflicted u:po:ll l();oci.h - toal
To that protestation of earthly wisdom: scandalize . gt o Too-
ishness of the Cross, namely, the annihilation of.a Go ,b . ancls
bimself was the answer: he offered himself a:t Damietta to. ea:lr :Vl oo
. %o the sufferings of Christ and his Divinity, a.n:i obt‘ame . ]I)livim;
s Alverna, for the descendants of Ishmael, the visible sign o
1 m%;hile all Christianity was wont to see in Mu.slims tfhe :]\;01::
b ewemies of the Cross of Christ, St. Francis, through lus.l:)vle oz:ﬂ; eth ;
M8 permitted by the Lord to be the first to s;uﬁer'vmﬂ){) w;] n the
Brucified. Thus was the prophetic mission accomplished );Ah ‘1:1t|he
me way authenticated and consecrated when he s-howeded‘ ls: e
angelical attitude should be toward Islam and condemn thyf' .
W action the bellicose violence of the crusade?. Throug‘hh. (:l vli:e
ponds imprinted on the body of Francis in f1‘11f111men=t of ! lsdaes e
the offering of his life for Islam, Islam' will be able one fyRe-
Pognize the value of the five wonds of Christ, the only source o
ption,
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For a more Christian understanding of our Muslim brothers
more imperative and more urgent than ever—it remains for us{
meditate upon the example left by St. Francis and to enter into }

spirit.
When Christians, especially those who live in direct contact

Muslims, nurture on their part such a love that they can even dead

to immolate themselves for them in spirit of substitution, then
Islam perceive the call to grace.

THE BLESSING OF A PRIEST /

When evil seems to live our life

In every moment, fire and strife—
What greater hope our life will find
In the blessing of a priest!

If shadows plague a lovesick soul

To try to hide the glowing coal—
What streams of light will steadily flow
From the blessing of a priest!

When sorrows press upon the heart

To crush each joy, and gloom impart—
What soothing balm the soul will find
In the blessing of a priest!

Ah! take great care, O Christian Soul!
That often in your short parole

To have the gifts which can be had
From the blessing of a priest!

Fr. Anaclete Yonick, O.F.M.

L NT BONAVENTURE:

" The Seven Gifts Of The Holy Ghost

THE THIRD CONFERENCE

The Gift of Piety \/

1. “Train thyself in godliness. For bodily training is of little
profit, while godliness is profitable in all respects, since it has the pro-
mise of the present life as well as of that which is to come.” (I Tim.
iv, 7) By this text of the second epistle to Timothy, the Apostle points
out that two kinds of exercise are becoming to man; one, physical, the
other, spiritual. He calls attention to the fact that spiritual training is
to be preferred to corporal since it is more noble and useful. Physical
exercise has little value, as the Apostle indicates, “Bodily training is
of little profit”; while spiritual training is to be preferred to corporal
in the degree that the spiritual is preferrable to the physical, the
eternal to the temporal, and the invisible to the visible. Hence a wise
man should aim more for spiritual exercise than physical because
“bodily training is of little profit,” being, as it is, beneficial for the
body. However, very often it is the cause and occasion of just the opos-
te. Someone thinks he is going to a game, but goes to war; he seeks
happiness, but finds sorrow. As Seneca says, “I have found many who
exercise their bodies, but few who discipline their talents.” (Epist. 80)
Foolish would that man be who could dig for gold but wants to dig for
elay; more than gold surpasses clay does spiritual training excede phys-
foal. We must speak of this spiritual training in as far as it is ordered
W piety. For after fear we should discuss piety.—Without the help of
‘ ﬂle. 1‘101}' Spirit we cannot explain in words nor practice this most holy
.iﬁmmg- Therefore, at the beginning we will invoke the grace of the
: Holy Spirit and will ask God to grant to say something for His honor
" the good of our souls.

2. “Train thyself in godliness etc.” The Apostle Paul as a good
@hcher arouses the solicitude of our talents and minds for a beneficial
" °f this divine gift. Presupposing the presence of piety, he urges us to
9 hice it, describing its benefits. If you have received this favor from
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God, “esercise thyself in godliness” lest you lose it. If you do not p
sess it, “exercise thyself in godliness” to obtain it. His reason for 4
he adds, is that “godliness is profitable in all respects etc.” He points ¢
three aspects of piety for our consideration; its exercise, advantage, §
original source. If piety is a gift, then we should know how it is givg
if a noble gift, we should know how to perfect and discipline ¢
selves in it; if useful, we should see how advantageous it will prove
us. Notice, my entire purpose is that you grasp the gift of god
with your soul, learning what it is to be pious.

jence that light not only enlightens itself, but also many other
B.:octs, so God sees all things and illuminates all because He himself
Light. If you believe the power and wisdom of God are incapable
changing bodies for the better or for the worse, then you think
» y of God and do not regard Him most highly. Likewise, if you
pot believe in the condescensions and mercies of God, by which
, §ills with pardon and happiness the creature serving Him, then
f:_ . do not worship God.—I say, therefore, that godliness is nothing
‘.l;e than a holy understanding of, a holy love and service for the
b first, greatest and godly Origin. Without piety the Supreme Goodness

3. Let us begin with the exercise of piety which consists 'ﬁ
threefold act; namely, reverence for the worship of God, protect}
of our internal sanctification, and a superabundant internal meg
The first two ways of practising piety are more basic than the -:

 cannot be possessed nor worshipped. Everything naturally tends to its
origin; the stone to the ground; fire upward; rivers flow to the sea;
a tree is joined to its roots; and other things have a continual union
with their source. A rational creature is godlike and can return to his

4. In the first place, I say the exercise of piety comsists in ,
source by means of his memory, intellect and will. But if he does not

ence for the worship of God. Ecclesiasticus relates of Josias that, i

took away the abominations of wickedness. And he directed his Iy gefer himself back to his origin, he is not pious. Hence, I say that
toward the Lord, and in the days of sinners he strengthened go piety is nothing other than a holy understanding of, a holy love and
ness.” (Eccli. xlix, 3-4) Very definitely the worship of God did | service for our first, greatest and godly Source.—Hence, the first ex-
flourish except among the Israelites before the coming of Christ, § ‘ ercise of piety consists in reverence for the worship of God.

it did not thrive among the entire race; for at the time of Jeroby . 6. The second exercise of the gift of piety consists in the guard-
the ten tribes adored idols, a golden calf. Neither did the two tr} | ing of our interior holiness. Of this the Apostle says, “I urge there-

4

L fore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanks-
givings be made for all men. . . that we may lead a quiet and peaceful
i life in all piety and worthy behavior.” (I Tim. ii, 1) You must real-
in his eighth year began his rule; he took away all idolatry and § ize that the summit of Christianity consists in godliness and purity. For
the days of sinners he strengthened godliness,” that is the wo ] ‘Tithout peace man cannot piously dispose himself. Christianity con-
of God. > sists in these two things. There is no serenity of peace except in tran-

5. Job tells us that piety is the worship of God, ‘Behold," : quility of conscience; and no conscience is holy if it is not good and
says, “godliness, that is wisdom.” (Job xxviii, 28) Another translaf L godly, that is, it prefers the life of virtue and grace to the life of
has, “Behold fear, that is wisdom.” But in the Septuagint translatiox ‘ ::;ure..—That you may see this more clearly—suppose a man should
read, “Behold godliness, that is wisdom.” And Augustine says § v ue his shoe more highly than his foot, he would, then, not care for
godliness in Greek is the same as “theosebia” which is the sam M foot very much. If he should expose himself to hanging for the
e of a trifle would not love his life very much. Yet, isn’t it necess-
B¢ for man to preserve his soul in sanctity? Definitely! But the man
P does not avoid sin exposes his soul to confusion.

practice the worship of God faithfully all the time. After Davi
excellent worshipper of God, Manasses, the worst, came into |
rule and forced idolatry on the people. Then Josias took over

worship of God. The worship of God consists mainly in reverence]
God, which is not had without fear. For in reverence and feal'-
worshipper of God must have the highest and holiest esteem for I
—Should you, for instance, consider God unable to create all i
from nothing, you regard as little the power of God; that is, you A
not esteem Him most highly. Likewise, should you believe that 4
cannot penetrate the most intimate things, you regard as little DivA
Wisdom and do not have the highest esteem for God. Just as we h4

1. O how few there are who protect the piety of religion! But
p Lord trieth the wicked.” (Ps. x, 6) We read in Ecclesiasticus,
Pity on they own soul, pleasing God, and contain thyself;
up thy heart in his holiness.” (Eceli. xxx, 24)-—“Have pity
¥ own soul,” that is, have piety in your soul; “pleasing God,”
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L ple hath sinned a heinous sin: either forgive them this trespass,
¥ . thou do not; strike me out of the book that thou hast written,”
 (Fyod. xxxxii, 31) Bernard gives us an example of a woman outside
_ pouse with her small child. If she were told, “Leave your child
Q:‘juide and you come inside,” she would not want to enter while her
; ehild would remain outside. So Moses wanted God to forgive the peo-
fple their sin or strike him from the book of the living. Samuel did
the same thing when the people sought a king. Afterwards, the people,
| realizing that Samuel had ruled them very well, feared that Samuel
L would not want to beseech the Lord for them after they had sinned.
 But when the people entreated him, Samuel said, “Far from me be
this that I should cease to pray for you.” (I Kings xxii, 23) How great
the piety of David, king of Israel! Saul desired his death, but David
had Saul in his hands. David could have slain Saul; God did not pre-
\ vent him, for He told David, “] will deliver him into your hands.”
(I Kings xxiv, 5) Held back neither by man nor law, he could have
glain Saul; but still David spared him and his house. So, “these were
men of mercy, whose godly deeds have not failed.”

etriving to please God. How? “Contain thysel and gather up §
heart in holiness.”—Some are content to have exterior holinesg
word, gesture, and external mode of living, But this is to adorn 4
gelf with an exterior holiness like the man who decorated himself §
white make-up; but he produced a “white sepulchre.” (Matt. l
27ff.) For just as “feigned virtue is not virtue, but a double Y
(August. Enarrat. in Ps. 63.n.14) so feigned holiness is not hol
but rather wickedness. Against such people the Apostle says, “I 1
last days men will be loving pleasure, having a semblance inded
piety, but disowning its power.” (II Tim. iii, 1,2,4-5) “Having a°
blance indeed of piety,” that is, of religion,” a gloos reads. 1
“having a semblance of piety” are hypocrites. Such is a “son of §
dition.” (Jn. xvii, 12) Of this type we read, “With the breath -‘
lips he shall slay the wicked,” (Is. xi, 4) that is, the one havin
greatest semblance of piety—Hence, we practice the gift of pief
the second manner by guarding our internal holiness.—But therd
some who do not have pity on their soul; moreover, they treat
soul as miserably as they can. They despise their soul so much}
they cannot treat it worse than they do since they follow every sy
tion of the devil. “Have pity on your soul!” Then there are some, ‘
under the pretext of piety, undertake what is contrary to the go
their souls. They say, “I will go to this foulness under the pretes
piety.” What piety is in this? Absolutely none!

9. Blessed Peter, the other Apostle, invites us to this piety in
his second canonical epistle, “Supply your faith with virtue, your
virtue with knowledge, your knowledge with self-control, your self-
control with patience, your patience with piety, your piety with fratern-
al love, your fraternal love with charity.” (II Peter i, 5-7) What does
he want to say? He puts piety in the middle of two things, patience
end charity. Piety, he tells us, is a purple garment; patience and
charity, a royal garment. The man wishing to be pious toward his
neighbor must bear with him patiently and love him with charity.
David dealt patiently and charitably with his enemy; in such a way
must man deal with his neighbor.—Where is piety today? There is
o medium because God has taken away the two extremes. Cruelty is
. '° great today that man cannot have enough revenge. He rules with
L ™patience and anger, and judges evilly. Even if a man doesn’t of-
“‘ me, I will, despite the fact, think evil of him. And why is this?
rtainly because I do not have charity. Blessed Peter knew well how
explain the way I can have charity; for if I have patience on one
and charity on the other, lo, then I have the practice of piety.

8. The third exercise of piety consists in an abundance of
terior mercy. We read of this in Eeclesiasticus, “These were md
mercy, whose godly deeds have not failed; good things continue §
their seed.” (Eccli. xliv, 10ff.)—Dearly beloved! Look over the {
of the holy Fathers, and you will see that they were men of md
Noe, Abraham, Moses, Joseph and Samuel. What was the pie
Noe! He did nothing for one hundred years but build the ark in d
to save the human race. How great was the piety of the most
Abraham! God came down to strike the cities where abominatiof
sin were rampant. But Abraham interceded to the Lord for them
received the offer that if he found ten holy men in the citiesy
Lord would spare them. How great was the piety of Joseph! He/
sold by his brothers; indeed, they wanted to kill him. But he
tected, ruled and enriched his brothers and their sons. He also §
the piety to preserve the entire world by gathering and saving 8 W
How great the piety of Moses! He loved his people and when ¥
angered the Lord, he besought God for them: “I beseech thee: 4

f"10- Perhaps you may say, brother, “I do not have this gift.”
e it is necessary for me to explain for you the original source of
BY. But you may answer, “You should have started with the source;
prreas you started with its practice.” No, brother, I could not lead
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f. 1" on the gibbet of the cross; “appeared to Angels,” in his glorifi-
on; was preached to Gentiles,” in the sending of the Holy Spirit;
g _lieved in the world,” through the spread of the Faith; “taken up
3 glory,” through the trial of the final judgment. I say that the In-
- nate Son of God took on our poverty. Why did He do this? Piety
certainly the answer. “Wherefore it was right that he should in all
bibings be made like unto his brethren, that he might become a merci-
e 3 and faithful high priest before God to expiate the sins of the people.”
(Hebl'- ii,17) Because of piety He took on a human body; ascended the
eross, arose from the dead; sent the Holy Spirit to the world; estab-
whod the Church for Himself; and through piety freed from their
misery all those who were worthy. The Apostle writes to the Romans,
0r dost thou despise the riches of his goodness and patience and
[ longsuffering? Dost thou not know that the goodness of God is meant
to lead thee to repentance? But according to thy hardness and unre-
tant heart, thou dost treasure up to thyself wrath on the day of
wrath and of the revelation of just judgment of God.” (Romans ii, 4-5)
The Son of God offered Himself up as a holocaust for us. This is the
“great mystery of godliness.”—This mystery is daily repeated on the
eltar. That you may be mindful of the mystery of godliness and put on
a heart of piety were the reasons urging Him to bequeath to us the
Sacrament of the Altar. Cruel is the heart that is not touched by these.
13. The third source whence the gift of piety arises is Holy Mo-
ther the Church who is sanctified by the Holy Spirit and has His
pledge. Holy Mother Church has enjoined piety on all. Those born
from the same mother and the same father love one another more than
’0.ehildren who have only a father or a mother in common. The Holy
pirit makes us children of the same father and the same mother and
tembers of the same body. The Apostle says, “For the grace of God
n .Savior has appeared to all men, instructing us, in order that, re-
Peting ungodliness and worldly lusts, we may live temperately and
Mty and piously in this world.” (Tit. ii, 11-12) Dearly beloved! Exam
. er your piety is that of a blood brother toward a blood brother!
0 18 our father? Certainly God! Who is our mother? The Church
k. begot us in her womb by the Holy Spirit and will give birth to
‘<<' 0 we will be led into the eternal light. Do you not realize that
L one member suffers with another member, in such a manner
® We to have compassion for one another? We are all members
b_‘-"d}’; we eat one food; are brought forth from the same womb;
Btined for the same inheritance. And our inheritance will be in-
¥ 88 we increase; it will not be lessened. We are members of one

you to the source of piety except through the act and the exercij
piety. The gift of piety has its origin primarily in the Uncreated k
ity, secondly in the Incarnate Wisdom and thirdly in Holy M‘
Church, sanctified through the Spirit.

11. Take note that the gift of piety arises primarily from th
created Trinity, that is, from God the Father. Although God hg
the noblest properties, nevertheless, He is most excellent in thig]
perty of piety. So we read in the prayer, “0 God, whose propeg
is always to have mercy and to spare. . .” (PL v. 78, ¢197) -
Ecclesiasticus, “For God is compassionate and merciful, and wil}
give sins in the day of tribulation: and he is a protector to all thayg
him in truth.” (Eccli. ii, 13) “Compassionate and merciful” beca
spares and protects. The Lord says, “Ags a father hath compassion
children, so am I to you.” (Ps. cii, 13) —Look at all the works o
from the first to the last. You will always find the works of His o
great, greater and greatest. The great works of divine mercy a
works of nature; the greater works are the operations of grace; b:
greatest are the works of glory. Hear! You are the image of God! A
“image” means to say, as it were, “I imitate.” Hence if you are §
an image of God, you must conform yourself to God in piety. Thi
Ecclesiasticus, “In judging, be merciful to the fatherless as a father
as a husband to their mother. And thou shalt be as the obedie
of the most High, and He will have mercy on thee.” (Eccli. iv, 1
“In judging,” that is, in carrying out the law; “be merciful to the {4
less,” so that you may truly be 'a “son of the most High.” Seeing]
the glorious God has compassion on the suffering, why do you no!
tate Him? If there were a spring which would cause dried-up pla
grow again, it would be highly valued. A soul without piety has 4
up plants. A stream of divine mercy pours itself out abundantly, a
new life to the dead plants. Should you not bring that stream intoj
soul? But that is impossible without piety. So, the original influe vv
piety is from the Uncreated Trinity. 3

12. The second source of this piety is the Incarnate Wisdom.
the Apostle writes to Timothy, “Obviously great is the mystery of}
liness: Which was manifested in the flesh, was justified in the
appeared to angels, was preached to Gentiles, believed in the
taken up in glory.” (I Tim. iii, 16) The mystery of the redempti¢
mankind, accomplished through the Incarnate and Crucified Woo
“the great mystery of godliness.” The Apostle says, “Which was 14
fested in the flesh,” through the Incarnation; “was justified in{
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g ve should be piously disposed toward one another. Come

body; s the father or the mother will receive you. If holy M
Fathe;:/[‘ stretches out her helping hand, the most shameful sinne
;}hurz ~ to return. Hence we must always have compassion one fq
orce ;

ther. ~» A description of this is given in the Psalm, “Behold
14"/;nd how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in§
5°°d a‘;e precious ointment on the head, that ran down upon the
lke th¢ ard of Aaron.” (Ps. exxxii, 1-2) We have one Father, ong
the be# e Sacrament, one reward. “Like the precious ointment (il
fice, o {/atc.” The ointment of piety is first on the head.—Primaril§
bead ex/ﬂd religious superiors of the Church should possess piety
aes Al 1y the people. “Which ran down to the skirt of his garf
Jﬂii, 2) We read a story referring to this oil of piety"
book of Kings. A certain woman came to Eliseus and sg
. prs wanted to take her sons, adding, “My husband was ‘
wedito sared God.” (IV Kings iv, 1) Eliseus said that she should
vho f€ 'y ases of her neighbors and pour that oil into each oud
il the; vases were filled. Why did he order her to get the vase}
al the%ighbors'?’ Could he not increase the oil and fill the jar, "
the nel/ile woman work so hard? [ say that the woman was a type,
lave t 2 and that Eliseus was the type of Christ. When the Ch
thure ,in merits and must needs pay dividends, how will she do &4
reedy //'i11 the vases of her neighbors. Do you wish the piety of N
nust 17, to descend on you? Fill the casks of your neighbors. Evf
Chure ‘nave this oil of godliness, So we read in the Canticle of§
. //I‘hy name is as oil poured out.” (Cant. i, 2)

stcon
Ps. ¢
fourth

nust
dles, . 3
15 Piety must especially be in the hearts of bishops. ‘
] I/S are anointed on the head, so that after the anointin
Bisho urify all the people. We read in the book of Machabees,
JIY city was inhabited with all peace, and the laws as yé
the b ell kept, because of the godliness of Onias the high pti
"etY ™ tred his soul had of evil, it came to pass that even theé
the h lves, and the princes esteemed the place worthy of the B
thems , and glorified the temple with very great gifts.” (II Ma
honou fterwards, Menelaus and his retinue entered the temple
1_-2) A defiled it. I believe the stumbling block lay in this, th§
UOChIgﬁPirit was not in the people because there was in impedil
g:;l); “epherd.—Blessed Gregory was noble and rich. He founde

. pd seven monasteries and in the seventh, at Rome, he bec#
enric

must

*owed
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k. Afterwards he became Cardinal and finally Pope. Blessed Greg-
as Pope, had the custom of having twelve beggars eat before him.
: ’a certain day there was one with the twelve who sometimes appear-
¥ 1o be a young man and, at other times, to be a venerable old person.
.r the banquet Blessed Gregory arose and led him to his room and
'+ od him who he was. The man answered, “I was shipwrecked and you
mercy to me at the port. I told you my ship was damaged and
¥ 1 .d for an alms for the necessaries of life. You gave me fifty gold

3 es and, afterwards, all the little silver trays that were in your
fllenﬂe- Then I knew that the eternal God prepared you for this honor

that you came to this dignity to be a dispenser, to give much for

F God.” Blessed Gregory said, “Who are you?” When the man answered,

«[ am His angel,” Blessed Gregory was terrified because he saw an
Angel; but he was also consoled, for works of piety please God very

| much. Because Martin and Nicolas were men of mercy, from their

tombs emanates an oil. —And so the exercise of piety and the source
from whence it arises are sufficiently explained.

16. What is the advantage of the gift of piety? It says, “Godli-
ness is profitable in all respects, since it has the promise of the present
life as well as of that which is to come.” (I Tim. iv, 8) I do now know
what else I can add. Do you have temporal goods? Piety is profita-
ble for all those; and, likewise, for all epiritual goods. Those who
have suffered falls of the flesh, have been liberated sometimes by piety
and afterwards receive mercy. For “godliness is profitable in all re-

spects.” It is profitable to know the truth, to shun evil and to obtain
all good.

17. In the first place, I say that piety is profitable to know truth,

that is salutary truth. Hence we read in Ecclesiasticus, “But the Lord
' hﬂ.ﬂl made all things, and to the godly he hath given wisdom.” (Eccli.
xiii, 37) God bestows his gifts upon every creature; but He gives
hlowledge of truth only to the godly. How can one reach the tribu-
tll'y who does not arrive at the origin of truth? How would one, in-
‘h?lcal to the origin of truth, know this origin? The Apostle says to
 mothy, “TIf anyone teaches otherwise and does mot agree with the
ound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that doctrine which is
Pcording to godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about

Wtroversies and disputes of words.” (I Tim. vi, 3-4) Man must neces-
Y glve assent to teaching which is in accord with piety. In Daniel
e Tead, “The wicked shall deal wickedly.” (Dan xii, 9) Revelation

be kept from the wicked. If you wish to be true scholars, you
have piety.




92

18. Secondly, godliness is useful in avoiding all evil. So

Peter writes, “The Lord knows how to deliver the God-fearing §
temptation and to reserve the wicked for torment on the day of ]
ment.” (II Peter ii, 9) The impious do not recognize divine 4
“The wicked man,” however “when he is come into the depth o
he who defe: ;
his sin. The Psalm says of such a one, 4
throat is an open sepulchre: they dealt deceitfully with their tol
from their devices: according X
for they have prd
thee, O Lord.” (Ps. v, 11) Do you want to be free of evil? Lid
«T gaid I will confess against myself my inj ‘

the Lord: and thou hast forgiven the wickedness of my sin.” (Ps.
sin. But do not defend yof
It is noteworthy that al
reads, (Ps. i, I) “Blessed is the man who hath not walked in thé
“nor stood in the ;
“nor sat in the chair of pestile:

i

contemneth.” (Prov, xviii, 3) The ungodly man is

own impiety; that is,

judge them, O God. Let them fall
multitude of their wickednesses cast them out:

David who says,

Praise God and be angry with your
because to defend sin is a double sin.

sel of the ungodly,” by consenting to sin;
sinners,” by remaining in sin;
defending his sin.

19. The third advantage of the gift of piety is that it hy
read in the book of Macabees that{
considered, “that they who had fallen asleep with godliness, had
grace laid up for them,” (IT Maca. xii, 5) which may He dei“‘

M

obtain every good. Hence we

stow on us, who with the F¥ather, etc.
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'THE RED CROSS SAINT

3 Fr. William C. Johnston, O.5.Cam.
' In a country where the emblem of the Red Cross has become the
symbol of organized charity, of help in every emergency, of com-
; and aid to the poor and homeless, few know of the man who first
fod this insignia as one of charity long before the establishment of the
vmational Red Cross. This man was Camillus de Lellis, now honored
®'the Church as the patron saint of the sick, of hospitals, and of nurses.
In 1586, two years after forming his hospital Order, he conceived
, idea and received papal permission to wear a red cross on the
t adopted by himself and his followers; not as a mark of distine-
on for them or for their work, but as a constant reminder to all who
,m it of Christ’s Cross covered with His Precious Blood.
k. Tt seems Camillus was also the first to use on a large scale the
sixteenth century equivalent of ambulance service on the field of battle.
ot only in time of war, but in every disaster, epidemic, or plague, the
wen in black with the red cross would be found quietly going about
their duties of caring for the sick and dying, with the same loving
devotion as their leader.

¥ The life story of this remarkable saint is a most colorful one.
Camillus de Lellis was born in Bucchianico, Italy, on May 25, 1550—
particular era of history which produced great saints and great
pers. It is significant that Camillus’ life was a combination of both.
At the age of thirteen, deprived of his mother by death and his
Per by war, he was left to himself—since he was the only child—but
fringly not to his dismay. His mother, a very holy woman, was
fed by the villagers of Bucchianico, “Lady Elizabeth,” since as St.
pabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, she was advanced in years
o she finally gave birth to her son, being over sixty at the time.
ilther was a professional soldier, often away from home. On his
‘C.amillus soon found reckless companions in the back alleys of
jative town. As time went on, he became inflamed more and more
he desire for adventure. At last, he enlisted in the army of em-
. Charles V., and saw battle against the Turks. Whenever the
-eamped, cards and dice were at his side, for gambling was his
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daily ‘“food”. So irresistible was this passion that when he had §
everything else, he even staked his outer shirt as prize—and lost}
too. Yet, through the grace of God, he turned to a life of self-def
and charity towards his fellowmen. A

Shortly after this turning point in his life Camillus asked,
admittance into the Capuchin Order. He was invested as a choir ngj
and received the name ‘Christopher’ because of his striking
blance to this great saint. He, like Christopher, was a giant of a ‘
Having only been with the Capuchins a few months, an old a}
wound—received while in the army and which was also the re
for his discharge from the service—developed in infection. It beclils
so bad that Camillus had to be dismissed. §

He went to the hospital of St. James in Rome where he had!
leg treated once before. After four years he was readmitted into
Capuchins, but his stay was short lived because the wound again]
came infected. When he left the Order this time, he knew that 4
would be no hope of returning. ]

He made his way back to Rome for further medical trea mé
While in the hospital he became more and more aware of the \‘
ness and indifference of the authorities towards the sick. Nourish
was sparingly given; medications were administered haphazardly; §
tilation was poor; the beds were filthy. It was inevitable and p‘
dential that these conditions should stir Camillus to action. He
further inspired by a vision of Our Lord. The Savior declared
it was “His work” to correct the existing abuses by means of aj
ligious society of men who would vow themselves to the service of |
afflicted, even those stricken with a contagious disease. This was’}
beginning of the Servants of the Sick, as the Camillians are officii
called. This new community of Priests and Brother, first founded
1584, gradually drew other self-sacrificing men and was approved W}
in the short space of seven years by the Church as a religious Oxf

Camillus studied for the priesthood at the then recently el
lished Jesuit college in Rome. Since he began his elementary sem
course later in life than usual, he had to attend basic classes with'}
youths of the college. Camillus’ physical stature even made him nf
conspicuous. He was finally ordained at the age of thirty-four.

This ex-soldier was a veritable prodigy of charity. When he
occupied with a patient, he was so intensely absorbed in his task
all else was forgotten. No desire or request of the sick, no matfl
how thoughtless or arduous, went unanswered. His secret of sanct

4
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L found in the fact that in each patient he saw the figure of the
onizing Christ. During the forty years of his life—from the time of
.. turning to God to the time of his death—the sustaining force and

s .ntive of all his work was the love of his Creator which urged and

drove him. Goodness and kindness were diffused wherever he went,

 gven though he himself suffered intense pain throughout all those

ars because of his incurable and ulcerous foot.
The red cross of St. Camillus and his followers was always found

? where most needed. These heroic men joyfully embraced every op-
4 portuﬂit}’ to serve God by caring for His creatures, not only in hospi-
f 1als and private homes, but also on the fields of battle.

It was during the battle of Canizza, in 1601, that a miraculous
event occurred and almighty God gave His approval to the Camillian
red cross. While the religious were busily occupied with the wounded,
the tent in which they had all their equipment and supplies was
burnt. Everything in the tent was destroyed except the red cross of a
habit which the fire respected. One of the witnesses, a high-ranking
army officer, asked to have the cross, and wore it as an impenetrable
breastplate. Other miraculous facts gradually gave rise to the devo-
tion of the faithful to the little red crosses that the Camillians made
and distributed so as to satisfy the many requests they received. The
Church inserted in the Roman Ritual a special blessing for these
little red crosses, and since then they have been propagated by the
thousands throughout the world, procuring benefits of resignation, con-
version, and recovery for the sick.

For almost 400 years the sons of St. Camillus have kept alive
and spread their founder’s spirit of Christ-like charity towards the
si.ck' and helpless. The tremendous task Camillus began is being car-
m-ad on today by the Fathers and Brothers in eighteen different coun-
tries, even though at one point during the many epidemics that arose
the Order was on the verge of becoming extinct as a result of the
death toll of the Camillian martyrs of charity. Unknown to them they

1 were building for the future—the future of the Order around the
: \YOrld. A future which included America. The foundation for the con-
 Hnuation of “His work” in this country was begun only thirty-three

ea.rs ago. Besides the institutions for the care of the sick, centers of
aming for the priesthood and brotherhood have been erected—from

3 hi.Ch will go forth the future Camillians carrying on the work of
paeir founder at the bedside of the sick.
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POPULE MEUS ~

O My people, have I done you wrong?
Did I offend you in some way?

Give Me your answer! I am displeased
And I have many things to say:

I led you out from the land of dross;
In return you lead Me to the Cross.

I took you away from pagan feasts;

You take Me now to the Jewish priests.

O Holy God, O Holy God,
O Holy, Mighty One.

O Holy and Immortal God,
We have betrayed Your Son.

I led you and fed you for fourty years

In the desert amidst your joys and fears;

So you scourge My back with whips for this,
And betray Me with a friendly kiss.

I opened the sea you crossed by chance;
You have opened My side with a lance.

I gave you water when at death’s brink;
Vinegar you offer Me now to drink.

I smote your enemies and their seed;

And you have smitten Me with a reed.

O Holy God, O Holy God,
O Holy, Mighty One.

O Holy and Immortal God,
We have betrayed Your Son.

I granted you royal staves and horns;

Upon My head you place a crown of thorns.

I lifted you up from pangs of dross;
And you have hung Me upon the Cross.

O My people, I have done no wrong,
I have offended in no way.

You sentence Me, put Me to death
That I may rise on Easter Day!

Roy M. Gasnick, O.F.M.
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