f apostolic Constitution “Sedes Sapientiae’

of Pope Pius XII

ey

PIUS THE BISHOP
SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD
FOR A PERPETUAL MEMORIAL

The mo=t holy Virgin Mary, Seat of Wisdom, Mother of the God
and Lord of all knowledge,! and Queen of the Apostles,” in whose
honor We have dedicated an entire holy year, is rightly considered the
special Motier and Teacher of all who, embracing the religious state,
strive also to carry on the apostolic warfare of Christ the High Priest.
For to apply themselves effectively to a preparation and formation for
so great and exalted a vocation—religious, and at the same time priest-
ly and apostolic.—they will have special need of her leadership and
hel;. For <he is the appointed Mediatrix of all graces pertaining to
sanctification. and is rightly called the Mother and Queen of the Cath-
olic pricsthood and apostolate. Accordingly We carnestly implore her
help, that <hie who has heen a Counselor of heavenly light to Us in pre-
seribing thie<s norms. may assist those who have the duty of pntting
them into cffect.

e G——

In (hin Ao oiie Constitution. Pope Pius XIT promubatos certin prinesples
a . . .
nd appriv e . veeeral norms, which showld pevern the o rsonany of rehiions
derics. A1 B me Coapstitunion i concerned primoarily winh Relieioae vl
Studying - L e N

for all R.-
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I Diocesan and Religious Clergy

ko

RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS ALWAYS FLOURISHE
IN THE CHURCH

pereupon in our times the Church enjoys a large multitude of
ors, who strive to acquire perfection by observing the gospel
1s, and at the same time undertake the priestly ministry. The
hyude of these men constitutes the religious clergy, which stands
y gide with the secular or diocesan clergy, and between them
, in a brotherly way, a holy rivalry, and mutual friendly help.
is takes place under the one and same supreme authority of the

. Pontiff, while always preserving intact the authority of the

By the greatest kindness of the Provident God, it has alwg
pened through the course of time that Christ the Redeemer
spired specially loved souls with an interior and somewhav
voice, inviting them as He invited the young man who aské
abount eternal life: “come, follow me.”® And many of these haw & bps.
this call from God and immediately made their own the pu \ '
claration of the holy Apostle: “behold we have left all things ay)
lowed you,”* and these our Lord has made “fishers of men,” aj
ected them His “workers”® sending them “into his harvest.”

Need of Norms

5 evertheless it is evident to everyone that if this religious clergy
» attain its twofold end properly and securely, it needs the most
e norms to regulate and promote the religious, clerical and apostolic
Leruction and formation of its members. The Constitutions or Sta-
btes of the individual communities, which regulated the course of
budies and the instruction of the young men, took care of this neces-
up to now. And in addition, there were prescriptions and recom-
ndations on this matter given by the Holy See. Nevertheless for a long
time now there have not been any general ordinations, properly co-
bordinated and complete, supported by the Apostolic Authority, to be
wobserved everywhere by everyone. But such an important work, which
Eis of the highest importance for the good of souls requires these Or-
E dinations, if the training of religious clerics is to be safely provided for,
fand happily brought to perfection by the proper effort.

Religious and Priestly Vocation
And this happens today just as in ages past, for every d4)
witness a more frequent and more intense association of the reli
state with the priestly dignity and apostolic office. For the mon]
old were usually not ordained priests; however, a few of them were §
pelled almost out of necessity to receive the priesthood, so the
would be converted to the Christian religion, but these monks
tically withdrew from religious observance. And afterwards not allf
Mendicant Friars were obliged by their Rule to become priests,
though they were imbued with a wonderful apostolic spirit. Indf
the holy Father of Assisi himself was not ordained a priest. On ]
other hand the Canons Regular and especially the Clerics Regu}
accepted from God the special vocation of receiving and exercis
the sacred Orders. And from that time on, innumerable clerical Cong
gations and Societies have imitated their example, living in comm|
And now, by the providence of God which provides for the need
every age, there are added to these Societies several secular and 5
ical Institutes,

Vigilance of Apostolic See

. ~ For such an important work requires the constant vigilance of this
postolic See; and just as the clerical diocesan schools, as public
Betitutions in the Church, are under the active care and constant con-
 1 of the Holy See through the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries
ed Universities,® in the same way and for the same reason, schools of
Ble states of perfection, recognized and protected by the Church, are
iblic, and are subject to the authority of the Sacred Congregation of

. A igious.?
Furthermore, at present, even among the more ancient Orders 4 ligious.

the Latin Church which are not formally designated as lay commd
ities,” all the members, excepting those who are called lay broth4
or coadjutors, are destined for the priesthood, and it is absolutely #
quired that those who undertake the government of these Orders K

Establishment of Special Commission

Because of these many reasons, in the year 1944 We ratified, with-
this same Sacred Congregation, “the erection and establishment. . .
& special Body or Commission of chosen men, to deal with all ques-

priests- M8 and matters pertaining in any way to the religious and clerical
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eduaton of candidates, novices, and junior m?mbers of all relf
congrpations and societies living in common ‘ﬁ’lth(’?’:ovows, as wy
to ther training in letters, science and the ministry.

This Commission of skilled rmen, from various Religious Cq
gatios and nations, inspected all tl'le p(.ertinent doc?ments t.hen in
and everywhel.‘e gathered information, in accord “.’lt%l the circul :
addresed to all Superiors General-'! This Commission had alrea“
comjlshed outstanding work when the Congress on t.he States o
fectinwas summoned in 1950, The opportune suggestions made
Congus were later used in re-examining and revising the draft,g
theyhd already prepared. This was then submitted for Qur app

Now, therefore, We are publishm'g a. number of ?tatutes, P ;
by sme fundamental norms and principles regarding the relig
cleritl and apostolic formation of students. From now on, thesev;,,
ciplesind norms are to be observed by all.

11
TWOFOLD ELEMENT IN VOCATIONS

First of all we wish everyone to know that t}.le fo'undations o8
entir religious, priestly and apostolic life, which is f:aﬂed o
vocatin, consists of a twofold essential element, one divine, t.hf )
eccliisstical. The first element, God’s call fo enter the religiou
priesly state, is so necessary, that if it isla(.:k.lllg, we must say tha “
very hundation upon which the whole edifice depends is absenl

Call by God

E: whom God does not call, is not moved or aided by H§S gry
For atrue vocation to any state in life must be called, in a certain sef
divin, ipasmuch as God himself i8 the principal Author of
states,,and of all natural and supernatural dispositions and gifts. |
all the more must the religious and priestly vocz.ltion l.)e called, §
actudy be, a vocation given by God, for this vocation shines forth
suchrilliant eminence, and is gifted with so many and so great .ho )
as cold come only from the “Father of lights,,” from Whom “is e
good gft and every perfect gift.”**

Call by Church

Now let us consider the second element of a religious and pr‘i
vocaton, which the Roman catechism describes in these wor.ds.: ,
are sl to be called by God, who are called by the lawful ministers}

the Charch.™3
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. This does not contradict what We have said about divine vocation,
ther it is very closely connected with it. For the divine vocation to
he religious and clerical state, inasmuch as it is something by which
member of the Church, which is a visible and hierarchical society, is
tjestined to lead a life of sanctification publicly, and to exercise the
pierarchical ministry, this vocation must be guided and accepted by
the hierarchical rulers to whom God has committed the government of
pis Church, and confirmed by their authority.

Duties of Vocational Directors

Therefore all should note how much is incumbent upon those select-

¥ ing and testing vocations of this kind. They must never in any manner
f force anyone to the priestly or religious state,’* nor entice or admit
- anyone who does not show true signs of a divine vocation; likewise

they must promote on one to the clerical ministry, who shows that he
has received from God only a religious vocation, nor should they con-
fine to or direct to the secular clergy those who have also a religious
vocation from God; and finally they should turn no one from the
priesthood who by definite signs gives evidence of being called by
God to that state.®

For it is manifest that those Religious who aspire to carry on their
apostolate in the ranks of the clergy, and for whom these norms are laid
down, must possess everything which is required to establish firmly
this many-sided vocation—religious, priestly and apostolic. Therefore
all gifts and qualities, which are considered necessary for fulfilling
these exalted offices, must show themselves in the aspirants.

111
VOCATION REQUIRES DEVELOPMENT

Furthermore it is clear to everyone that the beginnings of a divine

k. vocation and the qualities needed for it, when they are present, require
| education and formation, if they are to develop and mature. For nothing
f APpears perfect at the instant of birth but acquires perfection by ad-
| vancing gradually. In supervising this development, all circumstances,
E both of the one divinely called and those of places and times must be
| considered, so that the determined purpose may be effectively attained.
 And thus the education and formation of the younger members must
€ secure in every way, prominent, solid, entire, wisely and courage-
 Ously accommeodated to the needs of the day, be they internal or ex-
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1‘ - 3 ‘
rer a d Zﬂd this formation must be constantly cultivated and
wit b"ltgl ;‘1106. This is expedient not only for the perfection of relig
Jife ut also for a priestly and apostolic life. .

Qualities Required in Superiors
As we know from experience, these things can be accomplished "“

by ap[:ll‘(;):::d and carefully chosen men, outstanding for their leg

rad . . .
g P ce, discernment of spirits, and other human qualities,

t have had vari i i
w0 SVé.ll'.led experience with man and events, be truly f X
witt? e yF plflt,. and. they must give the young men an exampl
»Xor it is evident that students, in the course of the: |

eve . i

ction, are influenced i n

/ m |

stru‘ls or ore by virtues and good deeds, than
wor’

Teaching of Council of Trent

In cany§ng out this most serious duty, let the educators’ first

/pe one given by our Lord in the Gospel: “I am the good l:rs herf
good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep % am sth&p

herd, am.l I know mine and mine know me.”" S, .B.e;:nard ex ereg .

this 1:hougl;lt In these words: “learn that you should be mothers I())f : al
ject , l-llof)ft rI?lr 101;-ds; st.riv.e more to be loved than to be feared.”'s Th
Cou po Tent itself in its exhortation to Ecclesiastic Superiors “cog
s tl:;t they must be warned first of all to remember tll)lat thse c

“he I’h:sr nSOtalig l(;Ot s‘lave-drivers, and that they so rule over theirys ‘.
ject potes  the c;lmu;:aler them but to love them as Soms and younged
Bro vrtmg andy wsa ou e;:deavor to deter them from wrongdoing by
exh o8 e ;:::;fs th em, lest they b.e obliged to administer dud
pun o . ave been committed. Yet if through humay
frailﬂi t dsub_]ects do wrong, they must observe the precept of the
Apo e .e,f an k.reprove, entreat, rebuke them in all godliness and pa
sen e; for indness is more effective in correcting than harshne X
. xhd;tatlon better than threats of punishment, kindness better than .
siste poe on authority. If in view of the seriousness of the crime th ]
be net?dd"f Pllnishrflent, then they must combine sternness with mi‘;l('le;
ness, J::, f:lmfnt with mercy, severity with gentleness, so that disci-]
plin” Utary and essential to public order, be maintained without'
harspness.fal;:l that those who have been punished may amend their 1
ways" C;:?, 1 ht ey refuse to do so, the others may be deterred from wrone- ]
doin# Y the salutary example of their punishment.”® :

be t
the
she

side
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Methods of Instruction

Moreover, all who in any way have the duty of instructing reli-
- ous should remember that this type of education and formation must
, jmparted with organized development and, in as far as possible,
_table methods and means of instruction should be used for all. In-
actors should remember that education must include the whole man
nder all the aspects of his vocation, to form him truly and in every

way “a man perfect in Christ.”?® Regarding the resources and methods
of instruction, it is obvious that the means which nature itself supplies,

\d what modern human investigation offers, provided it be good, are

not to be rejected, but are to be considered as of great importance and
 wisely
‘ the formation of such chosen pupils one should base his efforts solely
or too much on the natural methods of this age, and consider of less
} importance the means and resources of the supernatural order or ne-

adopted. Nonetheless there is no error worse than this, that in

glect them in any way whatsoever. For to attain the religious and cler-
ical perfection filled with apostolic fruits, supernatural resources, as
the sacraments, prayer, mortification and other like means are not

_only necessary, but primary and absolutely essential.

The Natural Foundation

However, when this order of methods and means is observed,
nothing should be neglected which is helpful in any way for the cul-
tivation of all the natural virtues and for the manly formation of the
whole human person. For supernatural formation, both religious and
priestly, is closely connected with the most solid foundation of natural
goodness and a refined human nature.?! For men’s way to Christ is
made more easy and more secure, insofar as “the goodness and kind-
ness of God our Savior”2? is more evident to them in the person of the
priest.

Primacy of the Spiritual

But although all must consider the human and natural instruction
of the religious clergy as a matter of great importance, nevertheless
in the overall courses of the formation, the supernatural sanctification
of the soul has, without doubt, the first place. For if the Apostle’s
warning is valid for every Christian: “This is the will of God, your
sanctification,”?® how much more is he held to this who has not only

| been raised to the priesthood but has publicly professed that he is to

acquire evangelic perfection itself? Indeed he is appointed by his office
as an instrument in the sanctification of others in such a way, that the
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Instruction in Ecclesiastical Studies

The priestly dignity which clothes the legate of the Lord of knowl-
dge,>" and in virtue of which he is called in a special way “the salt of
L 1e earth and the light of the world,”?® demands a full and solid in-
(ruction, especially in the ecclesiastical disciplines; for instruction of
his kind can nourish and strengthen the spiritual life of the priest
himself and keep him immune from every error and devious novelty.
iThis instruction, furthermore, makes him a faithful dispenser of the
mysteries of God™ and a perfect man of God “equipped for every
good work.”0

salvation of souls itself and the increase of God’s kingdom greatl »‘
pends on his own sanctity.
Obligations of Religious Profession ‘

Therefore, let all the members of the states of evangelic perfe ;
remember, and frequently consider before God, that for them *
charge the duty of their profession it is not enough to avoid mg
sins, or even, with God’s help, venial sins, nor is it sufficient to §
only materially the precepts of their Superiors. Neither does it s_
for them to observe their vows or promises which oblige in conscid
or their own constitutions, according to which, as the Church h ’
prescribes in the sacred canons, “each and every religious, superi
well as subject, is bound. . . to order his life and thus to tend to ‘
perfection of his state.”?* But they must do all these things with ’*"
plete devotion and burning love, not only because these duties"
unavoidable, “but also for conscience sake.”28 For if they are to be’ ;
to climb to the heights of holiness and offer themselves as vital sout}
of christian charity to all, they must themselves be aflame with a b
ing love for God and neighbor and be equipped with every virtue. '

Training Required for Apostolate

Finally, the members of the states of perfection, each according to
his own vocation, exercise in the Church an apostolic office, whether in
fyreaching to the people, or the Christian formation of children and
lyoung people, or the administration of the sacraments, especially Pen-
fance, or in going to the missions, or in the direction of souls in the
spiritual life, or in their ordinary association with people in daily life.
| This office cannot bear abundant and enduring fruit unless, without
| ever losing their zeal, they have a clear and fully comprehended knowl-
I edge of sacred doctrine. _

; To attain such a solid and complete formation and development of
L the natural talents of the young men and the scope of the studies, let
 the Superiors of religious take special care, using all diligence, that
| the knowledge of letters and doctrine of the future priests “be at
 least equal to that of laymen who take similar courses of study. In this
| way, not only will the seriousness of the intellectual training be assured,
t but the choice of subjects will be more easily made.”3! And let them
] take care that these same students be prepared and trained in the
Lauxiliary sciences so that they may obtain a greater knowledge of
ecclesiastical discipline.

v
INTELLECTUAL AND PASTORAL FORMATION

When this sanctification of the soul has been provided for, 4
most effective intellectual and pastoral training of the religious clej
must be taken care of. And because of the great importance of ti
matter and the consciousness of OQur supreme office, We wish to P
pose and recommend a bit further some more general principles.

A solid and complete intellectual formation and development
all the members of these religious societies is of the greatest necess ‘
This necessity can be seen clearly in the threefold dignity—religioy

priestly and Aapostolic——’which shines forth in the Church of Ged. Reverence for Teaching Authority of Church

~ The office of teaching philosophy or theology should be given
buly to those who are suitable and carefully chosen; to those who will
Pserve most religiously, all that is commanded by the Sacred Canons,
y Ourselves and Our Predecessors. Let them, with the greatest fidelity,
how reverence always and everywhere for the Teaching Authority of
e Church and instill this reverence into the minds and hearts of their
udents. Let them use prudence and caution together with diligence
P undertaking the very commendable investigation of new questions
hich arise in the course of time. And let these teachers hold religiously

Union with Christ Necessary

Let the religious men to whom this outstanding office has h 1
given remember that, truly seeking God alone and clinging to Hii
they should contemplate the things of God and teach them to othen
Let them remember also, that they cannot perform this most hd
duty correctly and fruitfully and bring about a sublime union wif
Christ, if they are without that full and profound knowledge of Go§
and His mysteries, which must be perfected without ceasing and mus

be drawn from the sacred doctrines.®
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to the reasoning, doctrine and principles of the Angelic Doctor

must be followed in the philosophical and theological formation ¢
students.3? ;

With Aquinas as leader and teacher, let them teach theology
cording to the positive-scholastic method. In this way, using effej
means—under the leadership of the Teaching Authority of the Ch
—we will be able to search most accurately the fonts of divine ref
tion, clearly explain the treasures of truth drawn from these ii
and efficaciously preserve them. Since the deposit of Revelation
been committed solely to the Teaching Authority of the Churchi
authentic interpretation, it must be explained most faithfully
ing to the sense and mind of that Church and not by merely h "
reason and private judgment. Therefore, let the teachers of Chrig
philosophy and theology understand that they perform their o‘
not in their own right or in their own name, but only in the nam
and by the authority of the supreme Teaching Authority. Wherefg
preserving a just liberty of opinion in those matiers which are i}
subject to discussion, “they must keep in mind that the power of te
ing has been given not to propound their own opinions to the
in their class, but to teach them the most a

Church.”33

studty
pproved doctrines of §

i

(To be continued)
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ONTHLY CONFERENCE

The Liturgy of the Mass

(‘/' Fr. Martin Wolter, O.F.M.

In our series of conferences on the liturgy of the sacraments we

‘ me now to the third sacrament of the Church, which is that of th.e
o 3
{Holy Eucharist. Most of our catechisms as well as books of dogmatic

eology and sacred liturgy treat this subject under three headings:

1) the Eucharistic Sacrifice or Holy Mass, 2) the Sacrament of .t}{e
 Eucharist or Holy Communion, 3) the Real Presence or Eucharl?tlc
! Devotions. In this month’s conference we shall discuss only the first
f these, the holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

In that great encyclical on the sacred liturgy, Mediator Dei, our

‘ i i hus: “It is therefore de-
k Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, admonishes us t

:il:-)a:)rle, Venerable Brethren, that all the faithful shoul.d be aware that
to participate in the Eucharistic Sacrifice is their chief duty and su-

preme dignity, and that not in an inert and .negligent fashion, giving
way to distractions and day-dreaming, but with such eal:nestne.s; atrlll
concentration that they may be united as clo?ely 2 poss.lble wit . }(:
High Priest, according to the Apostle, ‘Let this mind be in you w 1cd
was also in Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 2, 5). And toget.her “rlth I‘Pm I;fl
through Him let them make their oblation, and in union with Him
up themselves.”

- t?fe I;t.og::ncg of Assisi were alive today he migl.lt we}l cry ou}::
“Let these words of the Lord Pope be written in flaming fn;t,:, oveli1 the
skies above, that all the faithful may read and obsel:ve them!” Per aps
we shall be more likely to observe them if we constder the. holy ila(;l':-
fice of the Mass under the guidance of the Church’s teaching and lit-
urgy and in the spirit of St. Francis.

The Mass as the Sacrifice of Christ

Ihe a]]g]lst sacr f ce of the altar Says our H()Iy’ Eather in wied.
) i i y ,” i d d th
iatO) Dei “is no mere empt commemoration Of the paSSIOIl an ea
e

L of Jesus Christ, but a true and proper act of sacrifice, whereby thte
] High Priest by an unbloody immolation offers himself a most accep

able Victim to the Eternal Father, as he did upon the Cross. . . The

. ‘. minister rep-
. Priest is the same, Jesus Christ, whose sacred person his minister rep

.. ivine Re-
resents Likewise the Victim is the same, namely our Divi

deemer in his human nature with his true body and blood.” .This
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itlf ;(;u‘l:alx of Frfmce. was once informed that Jesus in the form o
e Moy ;3 a:q:}«:anng m.the hands of a priest during the elevatiof
i - But the holy king refused to go to the church where the §
acle was reportedly seen, saying: “I believe that Christ is really P
in the .holy Mass. I do not wish to deprive myself of the merit of
by seeing.”
o t}'ll;hllsn zan‘w Saint LO'!.liS would try to attend as many holy M
mming as possible. When his courtiers complained thaf
;pent too much time on religious exercises, the wise king replie'
would spend these same hours on hunting and games and dances{}

pFor whom we offer, or who offer up to Thee. . .We therefore beseech
Thee, O Lord to be appeased and to receive this offering of our bounden
duty, as also of thy whole housewhold. . . We thy servants, as also thy
whole people. . .do offer unto thy most excellent majesty, of thine own
gifts bestowed upon us, a pure victim, a holy victim, a spotless vic-
tim.”
' The Council of Florence (1438-1445) finds also in the liturgy the
 same truth that the Mass is the sacrifice of the whole Church in ‘union
‘with Christ. This Council quotes Julius, the second Pope after blessed
would say nothing. But beca I oi )  Sylvester as saying: “According to- the command of the canons, the
them.” Here was indeed a Chlisi:tiang :;:lienxl.to dGC;Id you begn?d iLord’s chalice should be offered with wine mixed with water. For we
duty and supreme dignity. . .to participate (?a l;f E']; a;l lt.w.as his 9 scc that the water stands for the people, the wine for the blood of
Here was a Franci pate in the Eucharistic Sacriff  Christ. Thus when wine and water are mixed in the chalice, the people
anciscan who took to heart the words of his Sers : s 3 i ioi im i
Father: “It is a great pity and a pitiabl N el';,t are united with Christ, and the faithful are closely joined to Him in
have him thy . P! © weaxness that you aly whom they believe.”
s present and still be interested in anything else i
whole world, Let everything in man halt in awe, let all the W In Mediator Dei our Holy Father explains the manner in which
quake, and let Heaven exult when Christ, the Son, ofe tha l't e W Ethe whole Church joins in the Holy Sacrifice. “Now it is clear that the
is there on the altar jn the h S e g ¥  faithful offer the Sacrifice by the hands of the priest from the fact that
in the hands of the priest.” (Letter to A 1
‘ § the minister at the altar, in offering a Sacrifice in the name of all His
L members, represents Christ, the Head of the Mystical Body. Hence the

Friars).
 whole Church can rightly be said to offer up the Victim through Christ.
 But the conclusion that the people offer the Sacrifice with the priest
 himself is not based on the fact that, being members of the Church
o less than the priest himself, they perform a visible liturgical rite;
Jor this is the privilege only of the minister who has been divinely ap-
ihointed for this office: rather, it is based on the fact that the people
Binite their hearts in praise, impetration, expiation and thanksgiving
. . With the prayers or intention of the priest, even of the High Priest
COns?rI;:se I;I;i;? ;‘1;1:}!:;0!1 lrlnade by Christ, and offers it along with H : limself, so that in one and the same offering of the Victim and accord-
self teaches us that t;; t 1&“ goes }(l’n to S.h.OW how the sacred liturf g to a visible sacerdotal rite, they may be presented to God the Fa-
the rites and wrasors t; haslsg is }:; e szfcnflce' ?f t},le Church. “Mo 9 fher.”
show no lesspcle);rly (:h:t etheuf)bz;;s‘tlc S*;cnlflce"r h.e says, “signi \, ‘ St. Francis, too, insists on the truth that the ordained priest is
Priests in company with the people 1‘;;1 ol the 1 ictim is made h be one divinely appointed to perform the sacrifice. “We must be re-
ister, after the oblation. of t}[:e ll:re. : or :lxot only does the sacre{l“:y b f:tful to the clergy,” he writes in his Letter to All the Faithful, “for
People say the significant prayer: ?‘P an lv: m(;,l when he turns " charge and ministry of the most holy body and blood of our Lord
and yours may be acce talfle {0 éod :;y’ Fre}tl re:, tl}at my sacly sus Christ, which they sacrifice on the altar and receive and distri-
the prayers by which thI:a divine Vieti © f'? e; Imighty; b“ ite to others.” But like Pope Pius XII the Poverello wishes all the
expressed in the plural number; an dl.m ::10 erec t'o Cf‘)d are genen hful to realize that the Mass is their sacrifice, 100, and he advo-
once that the people also artic,i ate m tht.ase 1t 18 lndlca.te.d more s also that they participate by uniting their prayers and praises
as they offer the samq ’II‘)he foﬁ In this august Sacrifice inasmij - that of the celebrant. Thus he writes in his Letter to All the Cus-
. owing words, for example are ull :

i

The Mass as the sacrifice of the Church

. In Mediator Dei our Holy Father goes on to explain that the"
is also the sacrifice of the faithful collectively, that is of the i
C}.lu?‘ch- “It must also be said that the faithful do offer the IN
Victim, though in a different sense. .+« «We are happy to recall ol
it. Rober‘t' Bellarmine’s many statements on this subject. ‘The Sa r
fe says, ‘is offered in the person of Christ. Thus the oblation§
ollows the Consecration, is a sort of attestation that the whole Chi
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todes, “When the most holy fody and blood of our Lord is sacrif ch should consecrate himself to the furthering of the divine glory.”
on the altar by the P;lest. . .h et all the pef)[?le on bended knees red g Francis, too, tried in his day to make each individual realize his
praise, glory and hm,orbto t l(: true and-llvmg Lord God.” 1 sersonal relationship to the Mass. “Look, brothers,” he writes in his

These words maY P¢ taken as typical of St. Francis’ apostil g otter to All the Friars, “at the humility of God and pour out your

and that of his Orde T~ He Wished' everyone to join with him in § g carts before him. Be humbled yourselves, so you can be exalted by
shipping God througti the Eucha.nstic Sacrifice. Francis of Assis im. Do not keep anything back for yourselves, so that he may have
have been the world® greatest individual, but he certainly was4 ou altogether as his own, who puts himself altogether at your dis-
anti-social. To Franci® all men, all creatures even, were brothe
sisters, God is the Farher in heaven whom all should praise and
Christ is the one Mediator through whom this worship must }
complished. The HolY Sacrifice of the Mass is the proper mear
which all men should carry out this sublime purpose. Thus we]
Francis begin his religious life by taking his first follower, Brog
Bernard, with him to early Mass, after which they consulted the ol
Ever since Franciscas® have been zealous in attending Mass and
seeking to bring alon8 ,c,)thers -With them. 4

The “Orate Fratres Wwas introduced into our present Roman ]
sal largely through F ranciscan influence. Its words: “Pray, bre ’
that my sacrifice and YOUurs may be acceptable to God the Fathe
mighty,” well expres? the Franciscan spirit of brotherhood in C ’
How sorely that spil'i-t is needed in the world today! Men are indi
closely bound togethe® DOW by communications, by economic ties 4
by other material inteTests, but they are so separated from one anof
in the things of the spirit. Nation wars against nation, class is estranj
from class, homes ar® broken up, and even within the family >
parents often fail to ynderstand their own children and husbands
wives remain a mysteY 0 one another. Within convent walls fe "
religious often live in 2 psychological and spiritual world of their o%
Surely we all need to broaden our mental outlook and open wide 4
hearts to include oth€® in our thoughts and affections. But we shj
never really get togeth®” unless we learn to come together in God. v
it is our heavenly Father who has made each one of us and in Him
learn to know all and t0 love all. St. Francis would have us all o
together at Holy Ma#® which is the sacrifice of the entire Ch

nosal.”
There are a number of prayers in the liturgy of the Mass—mostly

written in the first person—which call our attention to the fact that
fthe Mass is also our personal sacrifice. Concerning these prayers a mo-
fdern Benedictine author, Dom Bede Lebbe, has this to say: “The Fran-
 ciscans made final the insertion of certain prayers already in use in
J certain places—these were private prayers of the priest which re-
flected the devotion of the youthful Order, such as the priest’s prayers
. before ascending the altar and the three prayers before Communion;
| and the rapid spread of the Order made this simplified Mass rite gen-
| eral in the entire West. So that we may classify as Romano-Franciscan
the liturgy we practice in the Mass of today.”

Where formerly in the Roman Missal there were merely silent
ceremonies or private prayer the Franciscans placed in their Missal
these vocal and beautiful prayers of devotion. Perhaps the friars were
afraid of saying Mass or hearing Mass as our own Pope Pius describes
it—*in an inert and negligent fashion, giving way to distractions and
day-dreaming.” Certainly the use of these prayers at the foot of the altar,
at the Offertory and at Communion time help one to say or hear Mass
with “earnestness and concentration” as our holy Father desires.

,‘ The prayers which are generally conceded to have been brought
j - into our present Missal through Franciscan influence are as follows:
L' The Psalm (42) “Judica” and the Confiteor. The prayers at the Of-
' fertory: “Suscipe, sancte Pater. . .Deus, qui. . .Offerimus tibi. . . In
| spiritu humilitatis. . .Veni, sanctificator. . Suscipe sancta Trinitas
L . . .Orate Fratres.” Lastly the prayers before and during Communion:
t “Domine, Jesus Christe, qui dixisti. . .Domine, Jesu Christe, Fili Dei

and there learn again }:iihlzlfsé::ll(llﬁtofzgu; )Lord’s words: “One is - . .Perceptio corporis tui. . .Panem coelestem. . .Domine, non sum
Father. . .all you are T e Al  dignus. . .Quid retribuam. . .Sanguis Domini nostri. . .Quod ore sump-
simus. . .Corpus tuum.” Each one of these prayers could provide a

th ifi T 3 .
The Mas® 95 the sacrifice of the individual t meditation in itself. Even though they may not have been composed

In Mediator Dei Pope Pius XII points out that the Mass is all by Franciscans they certainly breathe the Franciscan spirit of warm

the sacrifice of the individual. “Each one’s faith ought to become m"
ready to work t}u-ough charity, his piety more real and fervent, ar§

1Dom Bede Lebbe, O.S.B.: The Mass. Westminster, Md., Newman Press, 1949, p. 48.
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personal devotion to God and our Savior. Let us always endeave
use them in the same spirit as did the early Franciscans who breg
them into general use on our Latin rite Mass. |

We have carefully studied the words of the Holy Father. We,i
reflected on the liturgy of the Mass. We have given heed to the
and example of St. Francis. With God’s grace may we now realize §

The Marian Devotion of Expiation
| Fr. Leonard Perotti, O.F.M. -

On February 2, 1947, Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s Purifi-

than ever that “to participate in the Eucharistic Sacrifice is (4
chief duty and supreme dignity. . . (and may we) be united as c‘
as possible with the High Priest” our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ]

REFLECTIONS

Saint Francis loved the wind and rain
And all the animals that ran,
The birds that flew,. the sun and moon,
And, most of all, his fellow man.
Ah, Francis, I, too, love the kiss
Of wind upon my cheek, the clean,
Silk wash of rain, four-footed friends,
And winged ones, the coralline,
The amber glow of God’s great globes—
I see His peace in their good cheer;
But contemplating fellow men,
Sometimes I find them less than dear.
And so, Good Saint, with all respect,
I pray you teach me how to see
More likeness of the Lord in men
And less a mirroring of me.

Mary Margaret Milbrath

Y

b _:on. the Order of Friars Minor accepted the direction and pro?aEga-
oatio : . ‘ . -
' .a v o’f the Pia Praxis Expiatoria Mariana (The Pious Practlce: o l.xt
kl?l:'on to Mary), and thereby added another work to its glo;xous md
. , ren
'l various apostolates. On that date, by a decreeF of thi,l 1.nost thtzvc;) ond
o i, Mini he Friars Minor,
o cifi Minister Generel of the
acificus M. Perantoni, : riars Minor, the Mo
‘ j ici egated to the Seraphi . ;
actice was officially aggr ; . > Or &
o rters were set up at St. Francis Della Vigna, Venice, in the Provin
Fqua.
Fof St. Anthony. ' . )
;‘Of If the Pious Practice is rather new to us In the Umtedf SFt:ates es
‘ . - 0 .
4 manner of honoring the Mother of God, this is not true o -uﬁypi;]
: -fi ears, especla
' there it has flourished for the past twenty five years, esp

i i i Ilmost
3 Italy where it originated and where it has been introduced into a

igi it, as have
b every diocese. Besides, eighty religious Orders .have adop’te;l1 1t:vorld "
also many Vicariates and Prefectures Apostolic a;l owlr)e; the xpla-m.ing

i ice 18 1 ore e
i f 1this practice is in order be

short sketch of the history o ; : . e °
its nature and the place it has in the field of deVOtIOI:.I ?OP' c;);ni o
The Pious Practice owes its origin to Doctor Luigi Pic ! ,c -
ent Franciscan Tertiary. Doctor Picchini was present at the
v

ice, i 2. This
£ May devotion in the church of St. Mary Formosa, Venice, in 193 i

i f expia-
' was a solemn function in honor of our Lady, taking t}l:-e }flo}:'; (I’mc:n ;)cu-
" tion for all the blasphemy and scurrilous speech by whic

L'~ late Heart is so offended. Very much inspired by this Marian prac-

he
' tice, Dr. Picchini pondered the question, Yvhy not propag:::s ::e;l ;ry
whole world the reservation of a d?y during Mayf;:) e?l)lildren; from
. our deep grief at what she suffers from so many o ) er et ¢ her
b their unbelief and denial of her privileges, from t-elr] velled at her.
B intercessory powers, but above all, from blasPh‘emles e 1 Profes.
. Cardinal La Fontaine, the Patriarch of Ver.nce, encotfu';lgg;3 ho. an-
‘ fsor Picchini to pursue this objective; and so, in Jur;e oli ious,Orders.
Inroached the Bishops of Italy as well as the 'heads o rc:l gotion of ox.
His plea was that by the following M?y t?us Man'an lle‘;he churches
iation would be practiced in every diocese, and in at Tho wonth
Bf religious institutes. The response was mOSt-hear;en}?-lg.form of love
f May, 1934, witnessed a marvelous pro.pag'atlon o tbls 1033, the
or the Mother of God. Previous t;) this, in September o ’
- 14
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Found . .

witl;lnp(:- Zf 1:.he Pious Practice enjoyed the favor of a private a N
in this Sp s X1 The. Holy Father warmly encouraged Dr ll’l
particulaplntual 1t:uterpl'lse and a few months later spoke p;zbﬁ
r approbation of thi . §

dinal La Fontaine the H(Z’lyt};:tlﬁ)::c:;f:(;u'r:e;’ at the request of § tn the genuine character of this new devotion.
g;nr‘:l I;acel]i, %ssued a document,whichg \.fvasls tsoecll;ziz Oi;hS - | The filial duty of reparation to our Mother’s Immaculate Heart
N Pa o tl'fe Pious Practice. The same warm approval he b © ings from faith and love. The fervent child of Mary believes that the
ayd oi)e Pius XII to the present Patriarch of Venice, C a(31° :;n ,4 L which repeat the Passion of Jesus also renew the painful sword
1&1. haIBO 'tO .the new Director of the Pious Practic,e 2; 111111 ; jch pierced the Heart of Mary. These sins form a frightful picture:
mlc eluzzi, in 1941 and 1952 respectively. In letter,s ta ﬁr p Fsteadily advancing materialism, lapses from the faith, profanation of
tht.ant(;OHe(%, the Holy Father shows great delight at kno O. the Sacraments, the impiety of the baptised, the desecration of mar-
is devotion has spread. He is lavish in hi . wing hoy ¢ by sins preceding and following it,—and others. The affectionate
in his praise and encouragesg ge > h ible the off d
p as possible the offense an

f P 3 .
3 u:.xpls;llon to the Mother of God and of a special da :1d of Mary desires to repair as muc
mg Yay. ow these sins cause the Hearts of Jesus and Mary, and in a par-

lar manner to console the Sorrowful Heart of God’s Mother for
e blasphemies hurled against her, and for the scornful denial of her
especially her Immaculate Conception.

maculate Heart of Mary. The Pious Practice has no other pro-

Im
| or scope than this: to repair the injuries and the offences which

jen the Heart of our heavenly Mother. Love and reparation, these

y of reparg
i

W B

the gm(:;iill v:aIl)' 11 .had. t.l;le sad effect of interrupting and rete 4

he very pat;?; tlr. }E’lcch;lm s spiritual enterprise. Still, at the Wars
) ntly brought together t ’ 2088

his advanced age and failini healithhivi;(;seae:-ds once more. But § " In holding a Marian day of expiation during the month of May, the

(he was 91 years of age when he started lookginms; very much a g Lreatest liberty is allowed Pastors and Superiors of religious groups.

g for someone to e faithful also are completely free in doing what their piety sug-

on his work!). His one great desire was that after hi ol
e B 3 . .

r his death the sug gests. There are no prescribed prayers or set functions. It is suggested,

thowever, that this day of expiation be held on the last Sunday of May,

of the Pi .
ered Znt :Z:st' P, rt.lctlce l:vould be assured. With this in mind he corg
ing it to the Order of Fri : d
ter General of the Franciscm:s,o nftn:;; M;:: - Hehwent to the , Lor the last day of that month of Mary; and this can be noted in the
’ ause he was a Tertiy Eparish bulletin on the preceding Sunday. In many dioceses this day
fassumes a definite solemnity: In the morning holy Mass and a general

but b .

tl]:e P::::;f th(? Seraphic Order had been among the first to rec
ractice with enthusiasm, as fa g \

erend Pacificus M. Perantoni, OFi\I wl:oll):}(ik - (11933’ The most B Communion of the people in a spirit of reparation; in the afternoon a

4 eartedly accepted th Holy Hour of reparation with an appropriate sermon and prayers.

{Chaplains of hospitals and similar institutions should ask the sick to

rection o i i i ’
Patriamhf tl;lsv devotional practice; and in a letter of April 8, 1948
of Venice, Cardinal Piaz i ,
za, in who i i : | .
, se diocese this Mar] boffer their sufferings and prayers according to the intentions of the
ious Practice.

practice h fod
practe thadForlglflated, gladly consented that its propagation be giw
e Franciscan Order “whos . ;
e tra 3 .
ditions of special devotionj In promoting this day of reparation to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary in May, the Pious Practice is by no means content to rest there,

th -

th:sn;ft-hfly Virgin,” as he wrote, “are so old and brilliant.” Each va
platory practice attracts ever ; 4

ligious and faithful. greater mumbers of priests, | s though the goal has been reached. This is a beginning; this is the

Beast that Mary may ask of those who love her. The spirit of this holy

nterprise goes far heyond it instills into

oving souls an attitude, a nee

Eblime prerogatives,

Th ' . &
of the (:n (I)’;:)}l:sofr;{ctwehhas been called “the most beautiful flo
Fathes Gt o a;ly t at can be offered to the Virgin most hoM
Mariologies of oschini, of the Servants of Mary, one of the grea"
Eviier M::lyr itslx:e;iol:::rwritten:.“To me the Pious Practice |
oo Aary surpassing all others in the il
fiele O(;fﬂi::tl;z}:ct Plet?f by thfa delicacy of its perfume.” The altl::::iv
B s otion is explained by Pope Pius XI in its being inspi
purpose and the spirit of Fatimas’s message——repagratifn 1

any passing act of one day;
d, a desire of frequent, even daily repara-
ion as something demanded in return for Mary’s sacrificial love of us.

. Our Mother Mary is greatly consoled when her children offer her
oving reparation. We will not limit our love for our Mother—and so
either our acts of reparation—to any month or week or day. The

rest of months will serve as a rally-

farian day of expiation in the fai
g point for many deeds of reparation to Mary during the entire year.
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Opponunitiifs for this are innumerable: Frequent acts of
fow for one’s sins; willing acceptance of the hardships p / )
iences that life brings; devout recitation of the Lital; an? e
frequently as possible, alternately with the Litany of ti I
H.ea'rt' of Maw composed by St. John Eudes; attentive za
D.lvme Praises, especially at Benediction; the observanc of
First Saturdays; and, above all, fidelity to the daily Ros -

. Sincere and persevering reparation to Mary’s Imma:;:y' J
is the best means of insuring genuine expiation to the Sacr.
JMesus. In this, as in all, we go most safely to Jesus when wee

ary.

} Our Lady of a Happy Death

Fr. Titus Cranny, S.A.

To the worldly-minded and the foolish, death is an inconvenient
andesirable thought; it must be dispelled at any cost. At one time
ieries were placed in the hearts of cities so that the living might be
. ded of their destiny and to pray for the faithful departed, but
g property values and the sentiment of the people made them un-
~able in a city. The silent and profound lesson was often too elo-
)t and disturbing, so the city of the dead was exiled to the outskirts
owns. Or as Blaise Pascal sagely observed: “Unable to remedy
h, people decided to make themselves happy by not thinking about

j As Catholics we should not fear death or worry unduly about it.

.our remedy against unnecessary anxiety is not a stoical acceptance
hat happens, nor a pagan disregard of the future; nor is it a vain
psumption that death is no concern of ours. Rather our attitude
ard death springs from a deep trust in God and a complete trust in
p help of the Mother of God.
¢ The Blessed Virgin Mary is our Advocate and Mother during life
éarth. Daily we can upon her with the rosary, the Litany of Loretto,
' Angelus and with other prayers. We know that all the graces of
sven come to us through her pure hands and from her loving heart.
love for us never diminishes or grows cold, but continues to guide
inspire us all the days of our life. In the second part of the Hail

we ask her to be with us at the present moment: “Holy Mary,
My martyred Go i ther of God, pray for us sinners now” and we have prayed that
Deep in 1)1’1y love (111’11:;)1 iu:lat:: nsll}(’)v:t,oj;"ld furnace pyer daily since we were children. Very likely the Hail Mary was
Of careful manufacture beneath Thy hands , p first prayer that we learned from a devoted mother.

) ' As we pray to Our Lady during life, so we turn to her at the time

I’ll raise my eyes’ fringed
ged canopy ab h
In heat. In cold, the secret of nll); fac:ve Thee death. In the Hail Mary we do not ask precisely for health of body

Shall fold Thee, hid Thee, warm Thee. See what arm
Of conquering psalms Ill send against Thy foes! 3
Stoke the slow furnaces in me. Only this boon .
I sue from Thee, and then I'll smite the hates
And greeds of generations down before Thee.

All power is mine once power of me is Thine..

A -BOON, KING CHRIST!

Becau.se all power is Thine, whether it be
To spin like tops in space the painted planets
Or build a prop of stem beneath a flower

I challenge Thee to braver ventures yet! ’
The trobbing engines in my heart sing: power!
Power is Thingz, is Thine, all heartbeats tell it.
Thy fan stirs all the breezes of my breath .
Thy patient might still lowers and lifts m),' breast
B}lt where is the term of power to purl my motore:d :
Life, when the grey coals smoulder in my soul? :
Come like a King! I sue Thee by Thy valor, '

} not ask to remain good Catholics, or to receive the sacraments often,

hreceive the grace of final perseverance. But we do pray specifically
ht Our Lady will aid us “now and at the hour of our death.”

b The striking example of Our Lady’s love for those in their last
pny is illustrated by the following story which took place in a large
Y a few years ago. A priest was called to minister to a dying woman
the basement of a tenement house. Dirty-faced urchins met him at

Sister Mary Francis, P.C. 5
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) peace of soul, though these are implied and should be sought; we .
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the door and led him to the most abject place. There in the fg
room amid the welter of soiled laundry, empty beer bottles ]
arette stubs, a woman lay, dying. She was wrapped in a ma’ 4
coat upon a rusty bed. She groaned in intense pain.

The fldest child, a girl of eleven, led the way and called
woman: “Here’s a priest to see you!” The woman turned anl
at hl;n. “Get out of here!” she screamed. ]

‘meone dragged over an empty b iest o

. ‘ Yy beer case and the priest i
1;1 beside the cot. He spoke kindly to the woman, refmindli)ng hey
;_:I e Wasl dying and that the time had come to make her peace wit
€r only reply was to call him the foulest names. Th y

. the priest,

and began the rosary. o e et
. ét.ﬁrst it was an odd combination of prayer and obscenity.
L le p; 2l Marys continued the woman became silent. Tears fﬂ,l
1nOO shot eyes. And she later said, when the priest began this ‘."
the }Illlemc.)nes of her youth came back to her. She thought of her
mdt € midwest when her mother and father, her brothers and |
and she herself knelt around the dining room table saying the ’

hefor . ! ' "
befor: ittl.le little May shrine of Our Lady with a white candle ,

, grace of a happy death is to be awaited, since by this gift the work
the Redemption is definitely and eternally completed in each of us.
is likewise clear that since she, having been constituted by Jesus
b rist is the Mother of all men, received them as bequeathed to her
- a testament of infinite charity, and since with motherly tenderness
_ fulfills her office of protecting their spiritual life, the Sorrowful
firgin cannot but assist, more zealously then ever, her most dear sons
v adoption at that moment when their eternal salvation is at stake.”

The name of Mary is a source of consolation and peace, both in
e and at the moment of death. A Franciscan father from France tells
this account in the last war. In June, 1940 he assisted at the agony
{ a young soldier. The youth was mortally wounded and the anguish
b what awaited him tortured his soul. “Mother, Mother!” he kept re-
 peating over and over. The priest bent over and murmured into the
 boy's ear: “Your mother on earth is thinking of you and praying for
you. There is another Mother, even more beautiful and more loving
E than your own, standing near you, the Blessed Virgin Mary. She is
| waiting for you, looking down at you. Courage, my son!” The priest
' kept reciting the Hail Mary softly into his ear. A joyful smile lit up
 the dying countenance. He died, murmuring: “Mother, Mother Mary. .”
Mary will be near to us in death in proportion to our love for her
in life. When the shadows lengthen and the busy world about us is
L hushed, then she will come to lead us safely to our place of rest and
| peace, in the next world. She is often called by theologians the com-
| panion of Christ (socia Christi) because of her intimate role in the
E mystery of the Incarnation and Redemption by which she became the
L world’s Co-Redemptrix. But Mary is our companion as well. She is
 constantly with us, praying for us. Closely united with Jesus in His
| suffering upon the Cross, she will be near to us as well when death
j comes to bring us to God.
] In her ritual for the dying the Church places this prayer upon
 the lips of the priest: “May the most tender Virgin Mary, Mother of
-GOd, the kindest comforter of those that mourn, commend the soul
of N. her servent to her Son that through her motherly intervention
he (she) may not fear the terrors of death, but may with her help, in
ladness reach the desire of the heart, a dwelling-place in our heaven-
Iy country. Amen.”
| When we pass from this vale of tears into eternal life surely one of
Be secondary joys will be to see Our Lady. A description attributed to
; Epiphanius gives us this: “She was of middle stature; her face
Val, her eyes brilliant and of an olive tint; her eyebrows arched and

She had been so good then; she was so evil now. At the last -";
she answered the priest in words that were so dramatically true:
Mal‘y,,Mother of God pray for us sinners now and at the hour. of
fleath. "The dying woman went to confession, received Hol “'u
lon, and died peacefully. ¢ )

Thus Our Lady won another soul for her Divine Son.

Olfr Lady is not a stranger to death. She is its special patrx
There is a special society in the Church known as the Sodality of !
I:ad?' .Of a Happy Death to whom Pope Benedict XV addressed a &
Sl'gmflcant address some years ago. “The choice and invocation }
0154?1}’ of the Sorrowful Virgin as the Patron of a happy death is a ‘
which marvelously corresponds to Catholic doctrine and to the W
sense of the Church, and is happily based on sound hope.”

The Holy Father went on to show how intimately Mary sha
th'e mystery of Calvary. “For she so suffered and almost died togel
with her suffering and dying Son, she so renounced her maternal #
over her Son, for the salvation of men, and as far as in her power
together with Christ redeemed the human race.” d ;

. Then the Pope continued: “But, if clearly for this reason, all §
'Val‘led graces. . .of the Redemption are distributed by the h;n
it were, of the Sorrowful Virgin, no one can fail to see that from B
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black; her hair was of a pale brown; her complexion as fair as §
She spoke little but freely and affably; she was not troubled §
speech but grave, courteous, tranquil. Her dress was withoui
ment, and in her deportment there was nothing lax or feeble.” : §

At any rate we should look forward with a joyful expectay
seeing Our Lady in heaven; we should welcome death, whom St. N
could call Sister, with sentiments of courage and peace. The t§
of death will be dispelled and its fears taken away, because O _"
is present at that hour. g

There is another point to be remembered. Our Lady is nc
the patroness of our death, but of others as well. We should prg
those who die daily, asking Our Lady to guide them, to interced
them and lead them to paradise. At Fatima she told the children
many souls go to hell because they have no onme to pray for i
How terrifying it is to realize that souls are lost because of our = f
and coldness; how consoling to know that souls are saved througlf
charity and our prayers to Our Lady. We should be more con .
of the value and importance of prayer to Our Lady for the so z
men that pass into eternity every day. .;

Death opens to us a new life. “Life is changed but not t§
away” the holy liturgy reminds us. When we pass from the -‘v
of this existence we expect to see not only Our Blessed Lord, but~
Lady as well. A Mother’s smile will grace her lips, a Mother’s 1
will fill her heart, a Mother’s welcome awaits us. What joy will )
our souls when we experience for the first time the voice of My
speaking to us: “Welcome, my son.’. .my daughter. This is your ho: ¥

We may conclude by referring to the provocative words of Fa
Faber about Our Lady and death. “There are two things,” he wro ol
his Spiritual Conferences, “which are still more special in the wayv
preparation for death. The first is an habitual looking to the m;
Holy Mother of God as having a very peculiar and distinet j
tion over death-beds. The Church points this out again and againy)}
hymns and antiphons, as well as in the Hail Mary. The revelation
the saints, the teaching of devotional writers, and the universal se X
of the faithful, unite in proclaiming the power which God has gi ,
her in this particular respect. Some have spoken of it as the rew: *
which Jesus has bestowed upon her for her heroic presence with '»
broken heart on Calvary. Others have said it belonged to her as Qued
of Mercy, because the hour of death is so wonderfully mercy’s hou
All agree that death-beds form a department of the Church—if we m. ,
speak so familiarly—which belongs to her officially.” '

Devotion to Mary in life is a guarantee of her help at the time of
- th. It is an assurance that she will assist us when we need. her most.
1o quote Father Faber again: “As the rest of our devotion grows,
[ Jlso must our dependence on her aid in our last hour grow within
- hearts. We shall pray to her more fervently about it. We shall n.lake
to which we shall assume by her consent, that either

er angles she will fortify us by her presence at that
d leave to the man-

Jmpacts with her,
perself or by h
.ad moment. We shall entrust our fears to her an
-ment of her maternal solicitude every one of those circl.lms?ances o,f,
wath, the very least detail of which is to us of such surpassing interest.

Our Lady of a Happy Death, pray for us!
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npaign for Christ the King. Such conquests must always begin within
e heart of the priest himself.

Father Serra’s Penitential Practi

Fr. Eric O'Brien, g Even today by automobile the road up to Mexico City is long and
carisome. The other priests naturally took advantage of the carriages
rovided for them. But Padre Serra chose to walk those three hundred
[ iles. The rich and charming countryside has also its swamps and
1eserts, its rivers and high mountain-passes. Fortunately, they had
anded in December, during the dry season for Mexico, but it grows
rery cold in that region during winter, and violent storms sweep in
mexpectedly from the Gulf. Nevertheless he started off with no pro-
visions, carrying only his breviary, and that childlike trust in Prov-
:dence was never disappointed.

Crossing the Atlantic nowadays is almost commonplace. It "
ly impossible for us to imagine how difficult that crossing .Was
short time ago, when the New World was still brand-new.
luxury-liners make it regularly in five or six days. Two cen.t ¥
a group of missionary priests who sailed from Cadiz had nin g
days at sea. The disease of scurvy, which then often cost the
half the passengers on long voyages, did not attack them Bul
lost miles to adverse winds, and through other days of Wil;dl ;
they waited—t0 a poet’s eye—in “a painted ship upon a painted of
And they began to live those other lines of Coleridge, “Water )
everywhere, and not a drop to drink.” During the last two week;'-v
was strictly rationed. o

How many people, in their 30’s, receive some injury or contract
B .ome disease that they must bear through life. And so often the divine
 sense of humor gives us a cross that we think is not exactly suited to us.
Now this priest, who was so much a Hound of Heaven, forever pur-
suing the fugitives from God’s grace, received a wound in his leg that
§ made his walking difficult, and sometimes downright impossible. For
E the second half of his life, he was to have it always, and his patience
" with it was one of many things that made him holy.

Still, one of them had never a word of complaint. When 4
whether he was not thirsty, he smilingly replied, “I have fo ‘*
remedy for thirst: eat little, talk less, and save your saliva.” He hd
deed so great a thirst, for holiness, that he welcomed this '
opportunity to pracice penance inconspicuously. —The ship was §
and crowded. There was no exquisite cuisine, no after-dinner ‘
no deck-games for amusement. Still, boredom could be fled in |
at night; but this one priest often stayed awake, to hear the |
sions of the crew off-duty.

They stoPped at San Juan, Puerto Rico. And while the cre: 1
busy with the freight, a passenger might reasonably have wished i
his land-legs on again and take a look at this new world. But Py
Serra proposed that a mission be preached to the townspeople. Tk ol
port, through which so many priests passed on route to conve
pagan Indians of the mainland, had not itself been the object of-‘
sionary zeal for many years. Padre Serra took the major burden of
sermons which, in Spanish style, were strenuous enough. And,
night for those two weeks, he sat in the confessional, hearing the oo}
of his sermons from the depths of contrite hearts. 3

Their crossing of the Atlantic had been tedious. Their v"f
through the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico was fraught with & ¥
that caused the crew to mutiny, but they landed at last in Vera oo
There, Hernando Cortez had started his conquest of pagan Mexico 1
Spain. And there this knight of the true Cross began his own peace
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, At Mexico City, Franciscan volunteers for missionary work were
. given special training in the College of San Fernando. To condition
. them for the future frontier hardships of soul and body, they were kept
1o a strict routine. The change of food, and the city’s location a mile
L and a half above sea-level, make it difficult for the newcomers to have
; lasting energy. But Padre Serra kept the fasts as though he were a
j' native son and spent long hours at night in prayer or in the confes-
. sional. '

In that same monastery were also movices, youngsters who still
¥ faced years of study before reaching the priesthood. Padre Serra had
. been a novice when they were born. But he remembered the words
i of the dying Saint Francis, “Let us begin, for as yet we have done
| nothing.” So he wished to make his novice-year again, and match the
| generosity of these far younger and stronger men. When this was, of
 course, denied him, he still conformed his life to theirs, adding their
 special acts of devotion and self-denial to his own duties as a member
 of the professed community. And this learned university professor
t who had come not to be served, but to serve, would often eat more
sparingly, in order to replace the student whose turn it was to read to
f the community. Or he would humbly carry trays, and wait on table
with the lay-brothers. Under his clothing he wore a hair-shirt, and a
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belt fitted. with sharp hooks and, despite his humble precautions J
was So'met'HHes seen when he scourged himself to blood. 1
Hl.s flf‘ﬂt missionary appointment. came in June of 1750. 0{53
went» limping gladly along the stone-paved road to Queretaro, and ¢
followed the rocky trails that zigzag up the steep mountains of ;
Sierra Gorda, Even today that region is little visited because :“
rugged. terrain, its wild animals, snakes and troublesome insectg.ﬁf
time8 118 Tuhing rivers can be crossed only on a cable slung be v'
Vi

pic languor, he travelled hundreds of miles to face new problems at
J mission that he visited. After a year he was ordered north to start
t New California. With his usual disregard of self, he started on that
30 mile trip with no more provisions than some bread and cheese.?
Fhen his ulcerated leg grew so bad that he could not even stand up,
. asked one of his muleteers to give him the same remedy that he
 .d on the sore leg of a mule. That was literally applying the example
tall trees.! Several of his predessors there had died or failed in heg B e o loncrons ikotne
because of the bad climate. "

Padre Serra’s new charges were Indians who still paid secret ad
tion 10 the goddess of the sun. A church of the Son of God was need
to surPass their secret shrine. He was intensely active in the wl
mixi?g mortar and carrying hod, and running errands for the skill
workimen, to gset example to his lazy Indians. To save money for i
hous¢ ©f God, he was content with very little food, and that ¢ v
half-rotten. Time and again he did not know where his next v
meal Was coming from, except the hands of Providence. And of cou
it always came, 1

After eight years in the Sierra Gorda, he was recalled to Me {“'
City- For the next nine years he was sent out on missions to the fa ¥
ful all over central and southern Mexico.? Before Jjoining the Fro
cisca? Order, Blessed Sebastian of Aparicio (1502-1600) had been d
enginer that bujlt some of the most important roads in Mexico. Aloy
thew all, and through many places that the skilled Sebastian wor "
have found impossible, Padre Serra plodded. He always wore '-‘t"
hempen 8andals, denying those poor feet of his even the protection 1
the sturdy leather soles the other Padres wore. And despite the ro A
and thorns, the changing weather and the ever-irritating insects, iy
never 18ed shoes or even stockings to shield his feet. ]

To break the hard shell of long, sinful living for his listenes
when be preached on repentance he would often beat his breast A
a ston® or lash his back with a chain. The fires of hell he made mof
real 10 them by holding a lighted candle against his bare arm. A ¥
when the mission, perhaps a month long, was ended, he would h i
back t© the College of San Fernando and take up that strict routiry
again Men resting from such assignments were not required to confo A
to it, but Padre Serra never took the easy way.

He was .retumed to Indian work, this time in Baja California. I
meart learning new languages, managing his own mission, and co-or
dinatitg the work of his confreres. In that peninsula of desert heat and

3
3

New California then was an unglamorous wilderness. Every mile
prought a new set of problems, and often every mile was a problem in
tself. But in founding and supervising the first nine missions, he
iravelled more than 4,000 miles. His last grand tour from San Diego to
Francisco was completed when he was seventy.* Even the friend-
Fahip of the Indians, who would embrace him and call him fondly “Fl
f Viejo” (“The Old One”) had its penalties, for they were vermin-in-
! fested creatures.

3 On those many trips, he slept on the ground. At Carmel Mission
 the room where he died has been restored. The pilgrim today can see
¥ his bed of planks, covered with a single blanket.> Four days before his
L death, Padre Serra cut his own blanket in two, to share it with an
Indian. At Carmel the night winds are very cold, but while his Mis-
f sion was being built of adobe bricks, for months he lived in a brush-
t wood shelter. The sentinels around the mission compound, who always
-~ heard him praying through the night, said they did not know he ever.
slept. But sunrise found him reading his breviary before saying Mass.
. On trips or at home, he ate meat very rarely, and fasted almost the
b whole year "round, and nobody ever heard him comment whether food
f was good or bad.

The monks and friars are often represented as roly-poly creatures,
g and some of them were, and are, indeed. And so were some of the
j saints! Girth and worth are not contradictory, nor are they synonymous.
t Padre Serra was a lean man who ate just enough to keep his energies
 always at their maximum. Beyond that, he mortified his sense of taste to
honor God for whom his whole heart hungered.

Sleep, like all of God’s creation, is a thing of beauty, and can be
meritorious. Padre Serra used just enough to work for seventy years.
And hours of sleep that he could do without, he spent in prayer, a fore-
taste of the endless Day when we shall never need to close our eyes upon

the beauty of our God. ~
Holiness is not a question of miles travelled, or else Saint Therese
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of Lisieux was wrongly cloistered. Padre Serra’s zealous miles
equalled the distance around the world. They say the longes:
*round is the shortest way home, for those in love. Padre Serra’:
made him search the world over for spiritual treasures to take

to God.
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