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MONTHLY CONFERENCE

A Commentary on the Psalms:

PSALM 129

Three Psalms are appointed for
use at Compline: Psalms 128, 129
and 130. We have already studied
Psalm 128; in this conference we
shall consider Psalm 129, and in
the next and final conference we
shall concentrate on Psalm 130.

Psalm 129 is familiarly referred
to as the De Profundis because
these are the words with which
the Latin version of the Psalm
begins. Most of us recognize it,
too, as one of the Penitential
Psalms. Actually it is located in
the Psalter among the Pilgrim
Songs although there is seemingly
little about the poem which would
make it an appropriate song for
pilgrims to sing on their way up
to Jerusalem. It deals so pointedly
with sin and the hope of forgive-
ness that it is now used as a kind
of act of contrition for the priest
in preparation for Mass. Its con-
cern with these very themes
certainly explains, too, why “the
Church has adopted it as a prayer
on behalf of the souls, who in
Purgatory, full of hope, wait for
complete forgiveness from the
merciful Redeemer.”

Psalm 129 is so obviously suited
for inclusion in the liturgy of the
dead that one might be puzzled at
its appearance in the Little Office
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of the Blessed Virgin. The Psalms
that make up this Office all can, in
some way, through their typical or
accommodated sense, be referred to
the Blessed Virgin. But what does
a reading of this Psalm reveal that
applies to the Blessed Mother?
More puzzling still is the inclusion
of Psalm 129 in the office for
Christmas Day, where it is the
fourth Psalm in Second Vespers.
So that brief though it be—it has
only eight verses, falling nicely
into four strophes of two each—
Psalm 129 poses several questions
even before you wundertake a
critical reading of it.

Such a reading of the poem
should reveal, first of all, that it
is not so patently imaginative as
the poems considered in previous
conferences, Psalms 123 and 128,
for example. We do in the first
verse of this poem find a figure
familiar from our reading of Psalm
123, that of a torrent of raging
waters that flood in on a man and
threaten his very life. Such is the
figure, exegetes agree, suggested by
the opening words:

Out of the depths I cry to you,
O Lord;

Lord, hear my voice.

But commentators warn us not to
identify the condition of the poet
with that of Hamlet facing his
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344.

O’Sullivan, O.F.M., Fr. Kevin
—"“Emmanuel”’, December, 1950, pp. 21-24.
P
Patricia, O.S.F., Sister Mary

—*'St. Francis of Assisi and the Virtue of Hope m«vnoawab 1958
pp. 269-276.

, Peers, Allison

—Translation of Fray Estella “Meditaciones’, January, 1957, pp. 25-27
Perantoni, O.F.M., Rev. Pacificus

~—*‘Letter to the Editor of the Cord”’, February, 1951, pp. 61-62.
Perotti, O.F.M., Rev. Fr. Leonard

—"‘Humility”’, May, 1953, pp. 122-126.
—""Marian Devotion of Expiation’, May, 1957, pp. 147-150.
Peyovich, O.F.M., Cap., Fr. Lyle

—"Russian Spirituality”, (together with Fr. G. F. Smutko, O.F.M., Cap.),
October, 1954, pp. 310-14.
Pius XII, Pope
—"Letter on Fiftieth Anniversary of Reception into Third Order”
February, 1953, pp. 55-56.

—"‘Sedes Sapientiae”’, Apostolic Constitution,
Part I.—May, 1957, pp. 129-138.
Part II.—June, 1957, pp. 187-189.

~—"“On Religious Life"’, Allocutio, transl, by Fr. Charles Vianney, O.F.M,
Part I..—November, 1958, pp. 350-352.
Part II.—December, 1958, pp. 377-381.

Plassmann, O.F.M., Very Reverend Father Thomas
— (Conferences)
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Woelffer, O.F.M., Fr. Marvin
—Transl. of Fr. Heerincks, O.F.M., On Charity, Confer Fr. Heerincks,

O.F.M.
Wolter, O.F.M., Rev. Fr. Allan B.
—"‘Explanation of Third Order Regular Rule”’ confer Index of Topics
under Third Order Rule.
—“Duns Scotus on the Predestination of Christ”, December, 1955,
pp. 366-372.
—“The Two Final Beatitudes’’, January, 1957, pp. 5-13.
—“Mental Prayer”’, September, 1959, pp. 257-263.
—Conferences; given for the year, 1956:
~—“Human Destiny’’, January, pp. 1-8.
—“Our Destiny as Children of God”, February, pp. 35-38.
—*“Our Destiny as Religious’’, Part 1., March, pp. 65-77.
—“Our Destiny as Religious'’, Part II., April, pp. 97-106.
—"Queenship of Mary”, May, pp. 129-135.
—*Sin, The Betrayal of Love’, June, pp. 161-169.
—*“The Challenge of Sin’’, July, pp. 193-200.
—*“Transformation in Christ”’, August, pp. 225-233.
—"Blessed are the Poor in Spirit”’, September, pp. 257-266.
—“Blessed are the Pure of Heart’’, October, pp. 289-299.
—*‘Blessed are the Pure of Heart’’, Part II., November, pp. 321-331.
—*“The Grace of Guadalupe’’, December, pp. 353-359.

Wolter, O.F.M., Rev. Fr. Martin
—'‘Meditations in Preparation mOn ‘Mass”, Parts I-VII, May through

July, pp. 127-131; 146-148; 166-168.
—*Our Franciscan Vocation”, April, 1956, pp. 121-125.
—Conferences; Given for year, 1957:
—*Liturgy of the Sacraments’”’, February, pp. 36-42.
—“Liturgy of Baptism’’, March, pp. 65-70.
—*“Liturgy of Confirmation’, April, pp. 97-104.
—*Liturgy of the Mass”’, May, pp. 139-146.
—*Liturgy of Holy Communion’, June, pp. 161-168.
—“Liturgy of the Blessed Sacrament”, July, pp. 193-200.
—“Liturgy of Eucharistic Devotions”, August, pp. 225-232.
—*“Liturgy of Sacrament of Penance’’, September, pp. 257-262.
—*“Liturgy of Extreme Unction’’, October, pp. 290-296.
—““Liturgy of Holy Orders”, November, pp. 321-359.
—*Liturgy of Matrimony’’, December, pp. 353-359.

Y

Young, O.F.M., Fr. Valentine ,
—“The Holiness of John Duns Scotus”’, November, 1954, pp. 334-338.
—*The Veneration of John Duns Scotus”, December, 1954, pp. 378-382.



