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clarified by precise directions:
Sing' to the Lord, all you lands.
Sing to the Lord; bless his name;
© announce his salvation, day after
day.
Tell his glory among the nations;
- among all peoples, his 80:&2:8.
deeds. . : .

" Then ‘comes a whole new
strophe, verses 4 and a 3 .Emcm%
praising God:

For great is the Lord and highly

- to be praised:

awesome is he, @@w\e:\& all gods.

F or all the gods of the nations are

things of gzm\:

" “but the Lord 3:&@ the heavens.

.. bmnmgm«
the God of Israel is himself the

new song.”

With that statement, you will
notice, the poet strikes the key-
note of his argument: the God of
Iérael, unlike the “gods of the

is no man-made idol;

Ew_nmn. the creator of all &:um@.
He it is who rules the universe in
kingly splendor, enthroned in his
holy temple:’ .
Splendor and _majesty wo @m.?w@
him; _
praise and ws;&mzw are in - his
sanctuary.

If you look now for a moment
at Psalm 97, you find that the poet
does not therein .elaborate on his
exhortation to “sing to the Lord. a
He proceeds immed-
iately to.develop his first strophe,
verses 1 to 3, by listing the reasons
for. praising God:

.For he has done wondrous &&m&«

His right hand has won victory for.
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him,
m:a w&w. arm.,
Do you boﬂoo. Ecannam:%. how
these statements seem to apply
more sharply than do those of
Psalm 95 to a particular mani-
festation - of God’s. sovereignty?
You get the impression that the
“deeds - and - -the “victory”
recent occurrences whereby

-The Lord has made his salvation

" known:
in the sight of 25 nations he mga
“revealed his justice.
You can not help feeling that the
poet is talking about very definite

‘and specific’ acts of God whereby,

once more,

mmm has remembered his kindness
and his faithfulness
toward the house of Israel.’

"All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.

“This HBwnommSn that the vowam
grounds for glorifying God are
concrete, particular divine actions
rather than the divine’ attributes
themselves is strengthened I think,
by the discovery that the tone of
the next verses 4, 5, and 6,—a
new strophe, by the way—is more
eager and lyrical than logical and
descriptive.

Sing joyfully to the ch& all you
lands; .
... break into. song; sing praise.

_Sing praise to the Lord with the

harp,
with the harp and 5&0&55
song.
Q.:& trumpets and the sound of
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the horn
sing joyfully before the King,
the Lord.

Finally, you find the same tone,
imaginatively heightened, in the
last strophe of the Psalm, wherein
the poet, having assembled man-
kind in universal choir, invites in-
animate creation to swell the
chorus:

Let the sea and what fills it re-
sound,
the world and those who dwell
in it;
Let the rivers clap their hands,
the mountains shout with them

for joy
Before the Lord.

Then comes the vision-like close
in which is depicted the coming of
the victorious king and just judge.

That the examination of Psalm

97 has thus side-tracked our con-
sideration of Psalm 95 does not, of
course, imply that this latter
Psalm is inferior to its companion
piece. I think, really, that it can
be shown to be a much richer
poem. There is a connection, as
we have seen, between its first
strophe, urging all “lands,” “na-
tions,” and “peoples” to glorify
God, and its second one, establish-
ing God’s right to this praise as
the maker and ruler of all things.
There is a comparable connection
between the third strophe and
the fourth strophe. The first of
these is directed to all rational
creatures, the second, to the ir-
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ratiomal creatures. Each of them
has its own organization.

The third strophe, verses 7 ta
10, opens with a brief restatement
of the themes of the two preceding
strophes:

Give to the Lord, you families of

nations,

give to the Lord glory and
praise;

gwe to the Lord the glory due
his name!

Then is precisely outlined the way

in which this injunction is to be
fulfilled :

Bring gifts, and enter his courts;
worship the Lord in holy attire

These external observances, how-
ever, will fall far short of their
objective unless they are matched
and inspired by inner dispositions
on the part of the worshippers:
Tremble before him, all the earth;
say among the nations: The Lord
is king.
And to close, the strophe reiterates
the fundamental proposition of
the poem:
He has made the world firm, not
to be moved;
he governs the people with
equity.,
Reference to the “world firm,
not to be moved” is the bridge to
the final strophe, one in which
the great components of the world
are rapidly sketched in:
Let the heavens be glad and the
earth rejoice;

let the sea and what fills it



























84 THE-WAY TO BEAT COMMUNISM

What is the Interior Life? It is the intimate communication of
the soul with God, or, in the soul’s stable union with God. The following
comparison explains this definition. “The process of the development
of the supernatural life is similar to that of the natural life. Thus,
just as all the powers and energies of our natural life before maturity
are concerned principally with the growth and development of the
individual, and then afterwards tend rather to the diffusion of that
life, so also, before spiritnal manhood is reached, all the supernatural
energies are directed principally to the development and perfection
of the individual, but afterward they tend more especially to the
diffusion of that supernatural life.” These words of Father Victorino
Osende, O.P., help us understand the reason why St. John of the
Cross advises the cultivation of the interior life in preference to
exterior works. Not that St. John condemns exterior works, but because
it is an error to give preference to their material efficacy and power
rather than to the efficacy and influence of the spirit, which is the soul
of the Apostolate.

The works of the apostolate are not in opposition to the life of
contemplation. St. Francis stresses the importance of work in this Rule.
Yet he stresses in that same Rule, “Let them have what is to be above
all things desired, the Spirit. of the Lord and His Holy operation!”
Actually, the principal exercises of the contemplative life, such as
prayer, study, meditation, pious practices and so forth, form the basis,
the support of the works of the apostolate. In fact, they are its very life!

We must never become absorbed in activity to the detriment of
the spirit. Activity must flow from the fountain of prayer. Otherwise
it is fruitless. We must never place the cart before the horse. Regret-
fully, this seems to be a common failing of the Church in America.
We have been involved for over 100 years in laying the foundation of
the physical structure of the Church. We have done an excellent job.
But the time is past to be primarily concerned with that. The time
iis now ripe for developing the spiritual life of America. Otherwise we
thave built a shell. A body without spirit, without life. We must no
longer be deceived into thinking our perfection lies in activity. We
must rather indelibly impress the following words upon our soul:
There is no other perfection than Jesus living in the soul! This is
the new creature that St. Paul writes that we are. We are Christ’s and
our life must be hidden in God!

What of the results of leading an interior life? Will the important
and necessary works of the Church go undone? I need cite but one
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example for proof. It is more than enough. Take the case of St. Therese,
the Little Flower of Jesus. She never left the cloister. Yet she is the
Patroness of the Missions, believe it or not. Indeed, she did more good
than all the missionaries combined labouring in the foreign mission
fields! What a lesson God has given us—a lesson unmistakably clear
in its implications. It is, therefore, by prayer that we perform our
greatest works; that we obtain the blessings of God upon our activities
and obtain the answer to our desires.

A life of prayer presupposes the presence of God and constant
recollection in order to direct to God all our thoughts, words and
actions, as well as our trials and sacrifices. These are the unique and all-
powerful weapons of the interior life whereby we must destroy Com-
munism! It is nothing more than carrying out the Mass in our daily
lives; it is nothing more than extending our Thanksgiving after the
reception of Holy Communion! Herein we have blundered. We leave
our piety and devotion in Church when we should carry our God and
His truths in our minds and hearts wherever we go, no matter what
we do. This is the main reason why Communism has gained such a
powerful foothold in the world, so powerful that it believes it is just
a matter of a brief span of time before the earth is theirs. We have
over-looked that little prayer the priest says just before he reads the
Gospel, namely, “The Lord be on my lips and in my heart . . .”!

A valuable and saving lesson can be learned from the Communists.
It is never too late. They eat, sleep and drink Marxism. Now, do we
eat, sleep, and drink Catholicism? St. Paul writes: whether you eat or
drink, do so for the glory of God. This is the crux of the problem.
Only an honest answer on our part can correct the situation, can save
our world from being over-run by God-haters and God-destroyers!
Upon our honest answer must come a firm purpose of amendment and
a conviction that we must use the very best weapons in the defense of
Christ’s Church. This is how we will obtain our victory. Jesus Christ
declared, “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who remains in
Me, and I in him, he will bear much fruit!” And the greatest fruit we
can presently gain is a shattering and complete victory over God’s
greatest enemy, diabolical Communism.


















