






































22 YOU HAVE WOUNDED MY HEART

explanation of the lack of spiritual progress in some religious who are
selfseeking. “It is due to this,” he wrote, “that in many of them,
although they may spend long years in the spiritual life, no special
progress can be seen, as they act according to human prudence, leaving
behind what is best—to let oneself be carried along by God, the true
and sure way . . . When we begin to leave that straight line, later we
will need a special grace from God to go back to it, as we will never
be satisfied—something will always be lacking for our pleasure. And we
will never attain to any degree of perfection, because there can be no
true perfection where there is any. self will. So we must be extremely
careful and take courage when some things which we are ordered to
do seem to be like high mountains. And we must turn to the Lord
with confidence, for He can make them into pleasant plains filled with
spiritual joy.”

Charles was destined to spend six fruitful and happy years at
Carpineto. The large seminary friary in which he resided was situated
on a steep hillside, surrounded by a thick forest of shady beechtrees.
As he well knew, just over the crest of the lofty ridge to the south lay
his hometown Sezze. In Carpineto itself another holy man was born
in 1810—Pope Leo XIII, who beatified.our Saint in 1882.

Soon after his arrival, Brother Charles set about learning his
new duties as sacristan with the kind ‘help of several fathers who,
he noted gratefully, “made things that seémed difficult to me appear
easy, which is the essence of true charity.”

Once again he had as spiritual ‘director a Father Vicar who
believed in being as strict as possible with young friars. The Saint wrote
that :o%lmna_u@a_% the poor religious lived under extreme tension . . .
The penances and mortifications he gave to the young clerics and lay
brothers never ceased.”

During Charles’ first months in the community this harsh Vicar
was in charge, as the Guardian was detained in Naples. He soon
concentrated much of his repressive policy on the Saint, or as the
latter put it, “Our Lord wished to test my small patience under the
discipline of that Father.”

An illness of ome of the clerics provided the occasion for a
prolonged and tragic misunderstanding. Charles in the charity of
his warm heart generously gave the sick boy special care and nursing,
just as St. Francis urged his sons to do. But somehow the Father Vicar,
who had been treating the cleric very severely, conceived the false idea
that the student and Charles were rebelling against him and that they

As  result, almost every morning in the refectory the Father Vicar
had actually written a letter to the Provincial complaining against hir
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gave Brother Charles a tongue-lashing and imposed on him all sorts of
unusual penances. The humble Saint would have us believe that he
found such hostile treatment very difficult to endure “since I had never
applied myself to the true mortification of the interior man with special
exercises.” And he frankly admitted that he even felt strongly impelled
to take vengeance, especially when some sharp words hurt him to
the quick.

Charles found it trying that the harsh Father Vicar was no less
severe in the confessional. The Saint’s only refuge was to think of the
sufferings of Christ and to pray to the Blessed Mother. Sometimes he
would relieve his pent-up feelings by going into the garden and singing
her “Magnificat.”

Meanwhile he had the sympathy of all the other friars, who were
also suffering more or less under the Father Vicar and praying that
the Guardian would soon return from Naples. They often tried to show
Charles their sympathy and encourage him to be patient. Some of the
priests even advised him to write a formal request to the Provincial
to be assigned elsewhere. Brother Charles thanked them for their
kindness, but resolved to follow the rule which his good old father
had drilled into him at home: just obey orders without trying to
avoid them. ,

Often when he was being humiliated in public by the irascible
Father Vicar, the Saint experienced such supernatural joy that he
had a hard time preventing it from showing in his features, which
would only have convinced the Superior that Charles was laughing
at him.

Although each morning before going into the refectory the Saint
steeled himself with the memory of Christ’s Passion, one day the
Father Vicar gave him an unusually scorching rebuke, and Charles
felt his old passionate nature boiling up within him. Lying prostrate on
the floor of the refectory, he grew so furious under the hail of stinging
words that he was strongly tempted to get up and lay violent hands on
his persecutor! “I would easily have done =0,” he wrote, “if Almighty
God had not prevented me and helped me with His grace, restraining
that diabolic fury of mine. Quickly recollecting myself, I invoked the
Name of Jesus and made the Sign of the Cross—and that temptation
ceased.” |

But when the Father Vicar saw Charles cross himself, he became
still more indignant, exclaiming that he was not a demon to be
banished by the Sign of the Cross, and he gave the Brother another
tongue-lashing. When he was through, the Saint rose to his feet, went
over to his persecutor, and kissed his feet. That act of sincere humility
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Missouri, spoke on “Expectant Parents Classes.” She outlined the
program and the content of the classes provided at St. Mary’s Hospital.

“Home-Hospital Relationships and Franciscan Ideals” was
presented by Sister M. Timothy Marie, 0.S.F., Director, Department
of Hospitals, of Joliet, Illinois. “In a world where atheistic materialism
is finding ever greater expression in the unrestrained search for pleasure,
unselfishness and in injustice toward one’s neighbor . . . the Franciscan
religious must be the leaven in the world to restore all things in Christ.”

Brother Isidore, O.S.F., of St. Francis College, Brooklyn, New York,
spoke on the “Modern Problems in the Home.” He discussed the
difficulties faced by modern youth, and suggested a revaluation of our
curricula and teaching methods in order to bring them more in con-
formity with the functions which our young men and women will have
to fulfill in the modern world. In a paper prepared for presentation,
Brother Donald Sullivan, O.S.F., also of St. Francis College, Brooklyn,
New York, spoke about “The Home and Vocations.”

The Reverend Gabriel Brinkmann, O.F.M., Ph.D., of Quincy College,
Quincy, Ilinois, described “The Role of Parents as Educators in the
Home.” He pointed out that it is during the first six years of the child’s
life that the basis for subsequent learning is laid. “Successful parents,”
he said, “do not have to be smart, but they do have to be loving.”

. At the final session, Sister’ M. Karen, 0.S.F., Ph.D., of Marian
College, Indianapolis, Indiana, presented a paper on “The Franciscan
Community as a Family.” The discussion of her paper was led by
Sister M. Pierre, 0.S.F., Ph.D., also of Marian College.

During the convention a number of interesting displays were
exhibited. One of these included a prize-winning collection of Fran-
ciséan stamps, arranged by the Friars from Our Lady of Carey Seminary,
Carey, Ohio. Also on display were many interesting Franciscan
publications.

The two-day conference came to a close with Solemn Benediction,
which was preceded by concluding remarks from His Excellency, the
Most Reverend Martin D. McNamara, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese
of Joliet.

Among the resolutions adopted by the Conference was one urging
all Sisters to portray in their lives the virtues of reverence, loyalty,
moderation, and joy. It was also resolved that St. Joseph of Cupertino
be proposed as patron of students about to take examinations. The
Conference also went on record urging all Franciscan Sisters to unite
with our Holy Father in praying for the unity of Christendom, and to
practice the Franciscan virtues as a means to bring about this happy
result.



