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to death, since we have been made a spectacle to the world, both
angelic and human. We are fools for Christ, but you are wise in Christ!
We are weak, but you are strong! You are renowned, but we are
without repute! To this very hour we are victims of hunger and thirst;
we are poorly clad and knocked around; we are vagabonds and we wear
ourselves out with manual labor. When men call us ugly names, we
speak well of them. When they persecute us, we bear it patiently, When
they insult us, we speak gently. We have practically become at present
the world’s scum, the scapegoat of society.

R. Thanks be to God!

CHAPTER: O most beloved brethren and eternally blessed
children, hear me, hear the voice of your Father: “Let us consider
well our vocation, and bear in mind that God in His mercy has called
us unto the salvation not only of our souls but of many, that we go
through the world exhorting all nations by word and example to do
penance for their sins and to observe the commandments of God.
Fear not if you are regarded as mean and contemptible and ignorant,
but preach penance with conrage and simplicity; trusting that the Lord,
who has overcome the world, will speak in you and through you by
His Spirit to move all to be oc:emwnm& to Him and to observe His
25::5&5@:«« < ,

w. Praise be to you, O Christ.

PRAYER: Let us pray. O God, who has given to Blessed Francis,
our Father, the Spirit of the Apostles, graciously breathe into our
hearts the same Holy Spirit that we, too, may preach to others by
words and example the Gospel of Jesus Christ, your Son and our
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns world without
end. Amen.

R. Pray for us, O Holy Father Francis,
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

PRAYER TO SAINT FRANCIS: O holy Father, be mindful of
us, your children, who are pressed on all sides by inescapable dangers.
You know, O most Holy One, that we follow your footsteps only from
afar. Obtain for us the grace to persevere! Pray for us that the spirit
of grace and prayer be poured out over us, so that we may possess the
true humility which you possessed; observe the poverty which you
observed; and merit the love with which you ever loved Christ, the

Crucified. Amen.
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FIFTH DAY.

FRANCISCUS, VIR CATHOLICUS — Francis, the Catholic Man
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen,
ANTIPHON: “He was entirely imbued with the Catholic Faith,

and was filled with reverence towards the servants and the service of

God.” (Celano)

PSALM 18, 8-11

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul; — the &mﬁ.m@
of the Lord is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple.

The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; — the
command of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eye;
The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; — the ordinances

of the Lord are true, all of them just;

They are more precious than gold, than a heap of purest gold; —

sweeter also than syrup or honey from the comb.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, — and to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, — world

without end. Amen.

ANTIPHON: “He was entirely imbued with the Catholic Faith,
and was filled with reverence towards the servants and the service of
God.”

LESSON: Ephesians 4: 11-15. Brethren, He established some
men as apostles, and some as inspired spokesmen, others again as
evangelists, and others as pastors and teachers, thus organizing the saints
for the work of the ministry, which consists in building up the body
of Christ, until we all attain to unity in faith and deep knowledge of
the Son of God. Thus we attain to perfect manhood, to the mature
proportions that befit Christ’s complement. Thus we shall no longer be
children tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine,
which wicked men devise with the ingenuity and cleverness that error
suggests. Rather by professing the truth, let us grow up in every
respect in love and bring about union wih Christ who is the head.

R. Thanks be to God!

CHAPTER: O most beloved brethren and eternally blessed
children, hear me, hear the voice of your Father: “I command the
Ministers by obedience that they petition our Lord the Pope for one
of the Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, who shall be the governor,
protector, and the corrector of the fraternity; so that, being always
subject and submissive at the feet of the same Holy Roman Church,
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PRAYER TO SAINT FRANCIS: O holy Father, be mindful of
us, your children, who are pressed on all sides by inescapable dangers.
You know, O most Holy One, that we follow your footsteps only from
afar. Obtain for us the grace to persevere! Pray for us that the spirit
of grace and prayer be poured out over us, so that we may possess the
true humility which you possessed; observe the poverty which you
observed; and merit the love with which you ever loved Christ, the
Crucified. Amen.

SEVENTH DAY.

FRANCISCUS, PAUPER CHRISTI —
Francis, the Little Poor Man of Christ

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

ANTIPHON: “He maintained that Poverty was the queen among
virtues as she had become so radiantly manifest in the King of kings
and the Queen, His Mother”. (St. Bonaventure)

PSALM 8

_ O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name over all the earth!

— You have exalted your majesty above the heavens.

Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings you have fashioned praise,
because of your foes, — to silence the hostile and the vengeful.

When I behold your heavens, the work of your fingers, — the moon
and the stars which you set in’ place --

What is man that you should be mindful of him, — or the son of

 man that you should care for him?

You have made him little less than the angels, — and crowned him
with glory and honor.

You have given him rule over the works of your hands, — putting
all things under his feet:

All sheep and oxen, — yes, and the beasts of the field,

The birds of the air, the fishes of the sea, — and whatever swims
the paths of the seas.

O Lord, our Lord, — how glorious is your name over all the earth!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, — and to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, — world
without end. Amen.

ANTIPHON: “He maintained that Poverty was the queen among
the virtues as she had become so radiantly manifest in the King of kings
and the Queen, His Mother.”
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LESSON: 2 Corinthians 6: 4-10. Brethren, we reflect credit on
ourselves in all circumstances, as befits God’s ministers — in integrity,
in knowledge, in long-suffering, in kindness, in the gifts of the Holy
Spirit, in unaffected love; in the preaching of the truth, in the power
that comes from God; with the offensive and defensive armor supplied
by holiness; in honor and dishonor, in evil report and good report; as
deceivers and yet truthful, as unknown yet well known, as ever at
death’s door, yet, wonder of wonders, we continue to live; as chastised
but not killed, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as beggars yet
enriching many, as having nothing yet possessing everything.

R. Thanks be to God!

CHAPTER: O most beloved brethren and eternally blessed
children, hear me, hear the voice of your Father: “Let the Friars
appropriate nothing for themselves, neither house nor land nor anything,
and, as pilgrims and strangers in this world, serving the Lord in poverty
and humility, let them go confidently for alms; and they should not be
ashamed of this because the Lord made Himself poor in this world for us.
This is that summit of highest poverty which has made you poor in
earthly things, but raised you up in virtue. May this be your portion,
leading into the land of the living. Dearest brethren, clinging wholly
to this, may you never wish to have aught else here below for the sake
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

R. Praise be to you, O Christ.

PRAYER: Let us pray. O God, who has graciously revealed to
Blessed Francis, our Father, the riches and the delights of evangelical
poverty, grant us, we beseech you, that following his way of life we may
never desire to possess anything in this world for the sake of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns world without end. Amen.

V. Pray for us, O Holy Father Francis.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

PRAYER TO SAINT FRANCIS: O holy Father, be mindful of
us, your children, who are pressed on all sides by inescapable dangers.
You know, O most Holy One, that we follow your footsteps only from
afar. Obtain for us the grace to persevere! Pray for us that the spirit
of grace and prayer be poured out over us, so that we may possess the
true humility which you possessed; observe the poverty which you
observed; and merit the love with which you ever loved Christ, the
Crucified. Amen.
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EIGHTH DAY.

FRANCISCUS, AMICUS SS. EUCHARISTIAE
Francis, Loving Friend of the Holy Eucharist

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

ANTIPHON: “Every fiber of his heart was aglow with love for the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ, and with exceeding great admiration
he marveled at the condescending love of the Lord”. (Celano)

PSALM 18, 1.7

The heavens declare the glory of God, — and the firmament
proclaims his handiwork.

Day pours out the word to day, — and night to night imparts
knowledge;

Not a word nor a discourse — whose voice is not heard;

Through all the earth their voice resounds, — and to the ends of
the world, their message.

He has pitched a tent there for the sun, which comes forth like the
groom from his bridal &:::&mw. — and like a giant, joyfully
runs its course.

At one end of the heavens it comes forth, and its course is to

*  their other end; — nothing escapes its heat.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, — and to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, — world
without end. Amen.

ANTIPHON: “Every fiber of his heart was aglow with love for the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ, and with exceeding great admiration
he marveled at the condescending love of the Lord”.

LESSON: 1 Corinthians 11: 23-27. Brethren, I have received as
coming from the Lord, and have passed on to you, how the Lord Jesus
on the night of his betrayal took bread in his hands and after he had
given thanks broke it and said, “This is my body which is given up for
you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after he had
finished supper, he took the chalice in his hands and said, “This chalice
is the new covenant sealed with my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.” In reality, every time you eat this bread
and drink this chalice of the Lord, you proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes. Consequently, whoever eats this bread or drinks the chalice
of the Lord unworthily will be held responsible for a sin against the
body and blood of the Lord”.

R. Thanks be to God!

NOVENA TO SAINT FRANCIS 277

CHAPTER: O most beloved brethren and eternally blessed
children, hear me, hear the voice of your Father: “I conjure you all,
kissing your feet and with the charity of which I am capable, to show
all reverence and all honor possible to the most holy body and blood
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom the things that are in heaven and
the things that are on earth are pacified and reconciled to almighty
God. I also beseech in the Lord all my brothers who are and shall be
and desire to be priests of the Most High, that when they wish to
celebrate Mass, being pure, they offer the true Sacrifice of the Body
and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ purely, with reverence, with a
holy and a clean intention.”

R. Praise be to you, O Christ.

PRAYER: Let us pray. O God, who willed that in this world we
see nothing corporally of your most High Son except His most holy
Body and Blood, grant us that we may always imitate Blessed Francis,
Our Father, in honoring and loving these most holy Mysteries of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns
world without end. Amen.

V. Pray for us, O Holy Father Francis,
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

PRAYER TO SAINT FRANCIS: O holy Father, be mindful of
us, your children, who are pressed on all sides by inescapable dangers.
You know, O most Holy One, that we follow your footsteps only from
afar. Obtain for us the grace to persevere! Pray for us that the spirit
of grace and prayer be poured out over us, so that we may possess the
true humility which you possessed; observe the poverty which you
observed; and merit the love with which you ever loved Christ, the
Crucified. Amen.

NINTH DAY.

FRANCISCUS, CANTOR GLORIAE OMNIPOTENTIS
Francis, the Troubador of Almighty God

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirt.
Amen,

ANTIPHON: “When he considered the origin of all things, he
would be filled with overflowing piety, and he called all creatures by
the name of brother and sister, because they sprung from ths same
original principle as he himself”. (St. Bonaventure)





















