
INTRODUCTION DOCUMENT FOR: 

HOW AND WHERE IEW FITS THE BOARD OF STUDIES (BOSTES) 

NSW ENGLISH CURRICULUM 

This document has been prepared to marry up IEW (Institute in Excellence in Writing) with the 

NSW’s Board of Studies Curriculum syllabus. It may also have a slight Charlotte Mason bent 

towards it as this is the main philosophy I use with homeschooling my own children. 

 

After much reading of the English syllabus, I decided to present this document as follows. I 

have started with the overall aim of the English syllabus, below. The diagram below shows 

how the syllabus starts at the aim, flows through the objectives and outcomes, to finish at the 

content. 

   

 

AIM OBJECTIVES OUTCOMES CONTENT 

 

 

Hopefully this creates a clear and workable framework that will help you as you plan your 

schooling.  

 

Within the syllabus, there are 4 main processes to aid in meeting the outcomes and content. 

(see below). Another area that is mentioned in the syllabus but doesn’t actually come up in 

the content is 7 values and attitudes that the student will develop. 

 

SO HOW SHOULD YOU HANDLE THIS DOCUMENT?  I must state that this document is my 

interpretation of the English syllabus. Your own reading of this document should not replace 

reading the syllabus for yourself. To ensure that you understand it, and meet the requirements 

for registration of your children for homeschooling, it is important that you read the syllabus 

for yourself. I have written this document purely to lend a helping hand to show where IEW 

does meet the syllabus and where it doesn’t. My conclusion at the end of this process is that, 

generally, IEW does fit well. 

 

I have written each stage in the form of a table. This is an attempt to keep it brief and 

concise. The English syllabus uses sophisticated wording and it has been difficult to be brief 

and concise. I have been, at various stages throughout this process, bogged down with the 

content. I encourage you to not get bogged down with content; easy to do, but concentrate 

on the objectives and the outcomes. English is not as clear-cut say as maths is, because there 



are many right ways to do something! I may have missed things, I have tried not to, but it has 

been a difficult and drawn out process. 

 

For each stage I have written a table. In it I have linked up each objective with the associated 

outcomes and their contents. For each outcome’s content, in the table I have tried to only 

include where IEW could fit the content. I have included in bold, areas where IEW needs 

supplementation to meet the syllabus.  

 

So let me encourage you to read the syllabus, use my stage tables, and work out your own 

interpretation of it. I do honestly hope that my work on this document is helpful to you! 

Blessings to you as you travel your homeschooling journey with your children! 

 

Cathy Newby  (cjn1972@bigpond.com) 

 

 

 

  



The next section is information from the BOS website. 

 

AIM OF THE BOS ENGLISH SYLLABUS 

 

The aim of English in Years K–10 is to enable students to understand and use language 

effectively, appreciate, reflect on and enjoy the English language and to make meaning in 

ways that are imaginative, creative, interpretive, critical and powerful. 

 

OBJECTIVES A-E 
 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/objectives/ 

Objectives provide specific statements of the intention of a syllabus. They amplify the aim and 

provide direction to teachers on the teaching and learning process emerging from the 

syllabus. They define, in broad terms, the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and 

attitudes to be developed through study in the subject. They act as organisers for the 

intended outcomes. 

Through responding to and composing a wide range of texts and through the close study of 

texts, students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills in order to: 

a. communicate through speaking, listening, reading, writing, viewing and 

representing 

b. use language to shape and make meaning according to purpose, audience and 

context 

c. think in ways that are imaginative, creative, interpretive and critical 

d. express themselves and their relationships with others and their world 

e. learn and reflect on their learning through their study of English. 

 

THE 4 MAIN PROCESSES TO MEET OBJECTIVES & OUTCOMES 

For each outcome there are 4 main processes to aid the student in achieving these outcomes, 

so that students become active users and learners of language. 

 

1.  Responding & Composing 

'Responding' is the activity that occurs as students read, listen to or view texts. It 

encompasses the personal and intellectual connection a student makes with texts. It also 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/objectives/
http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/outcomes/


recognises that students and the texts to which they respond reflect social contexts. 

Responding typically involves: 

A. shaping and arranging textual elements to explore and express ideas, emotions and 

values 

B. identifying, comprehending, selecting, articulating, imagining, critically analysing and 

evaluating. 

 

'Composing' is the activity that occurs as students produce written, spoken or visual texts. 

Composing typically involves: 

A. shaping, making and arranging textual elements to explore and express ideas, 

emotions and values 

B. processes of imagining, drafting, appraising, reflecting and refining 

C. knowledge, understanding and use of the language forms, features and structures of 

texts. 

 

As well as responding and composing students will: 

 

2. Engaging personally with texts 

3. Developing and applying contextual knowledge 

4. Understanding and applying knowledge of language forms and features. 

 

 

VALUES AND ATTITUDES 

Students will value and appreciate: 

1. the importance of the English language as a key to learning 

2. the personal enrichment to be gained from a love of English, literature and learning 

3. the power of language to explore and express views of themselves as well as the social, 

cultural, ethical, moral, spiritual and aesthetic dimensions of human experiences 

4. the power of effective communication using the language modes of speaking, listening, 

reading, writing, viewing and representing 

5. the role of language in developing positive interaction and cooperation with others 

6. the diversity and aesthetics of language through literary and other texts 

7. the independence gained from thinking imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and 

critically. 



 

OUTCOMES AND CONTENT 

 

See this page for a complete table of objectives and outcomes across the stages  

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/outcomes/ 

  

This is an interactive table of Outcome linked to Content. A very helpful way to view each 

stage. 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/content-and-outcomes/ 

 

 

Below are some links to various pages that are helpful to see and understand the syllabus. 

 

Here is a link to stage statements, where each stage is described. 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/stage-statements/ 

 

Here is a diagram to show how all of it fits together 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/content-k10/ 

 

From Content and Terminology  

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/content-and-the-use-of-terminology/ 

This glossary is a great feature as it gives definitions to many words that are difficult to 

understand. 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/glossary/ 

 

  

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/outcomes/
http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/content-and-outcomes/
http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/stage-statements/
http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/content-k10/
http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/content-and-the-use-of-terminology/
http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/glossary/


IEW 

 

My family’s own experience with IEW has been nearly 5 yrs at the time of writing this. I have 

used IEW for my 3 children for this whole time. I am not an English person, and I found 

writing, let alone teaching writing to my children, a difficult task. IEW has changed that. IEW 

has given all of us wings to communicate in the written form of communication, making it so 

much easier and enjoyable. I will add to this that the skills and knowledge we have learnt have 

been applied to and improved all forms of communication. Throughout the next section, I 

have used abbreviations for IEW’s products by using the first letter of each word in its title. 

These abbreviations are what I have used in the stage tables. 

 

Points to consider about IEW: 

1) IEW’s main course is a writing program. It does not include a literature program.  The 

parent will have to choose a book/reading list to meet the literature outcomes. Here are 

some links to ideas for a reading list. 

 

See the Board of Studies website for text requirements 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/content-and-text-requirements/ 

For suggested texts 

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/assets/global/files/english-k10-suggested-texts.pdf 

 

Homeschooling Downunder has book list suggestions 

http://www.homeschoolingdownunder.com/booklists/Australian_novel_ideas.html 

http://www.homeschoolingdownunder.com/booklists/booklist_index.html 

           

           Ambleside Online has booklist suggestions  

http://www.amblesideonline.org/curriculum.shtml - years 

           

                   ‘Teaching the Classics’ has a booklist in its appendix. 

 

However, IEW provides products to help with analysing, discussing and understanding 

literature and all that makes up different literature. Products are: –  

 

  ‘Teaching the Classics’ (TTC) 

‘Windows to the World’ (WTTW)  

http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/english/english-k10/content-and-text-requirements/
http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/assets/global/files/english-k10-suggested-texts.pdf
http://www.homeschoolingdownunder.com/booklists/Australian_novel_ideas.html
http://www.homeschoolingdownunder.com/booklists/booklist_index.html
http://www.amblesideonline.org/curriculum.shtml#years


‘Excellence in Literature Content Guides for Self-Directed Study: American Literature                     

and British Literature’ (EIL) (2 separate books for each American and British 

Literature) 

‘Succeeding on the AP Literature Exam with College-Level analysis” (SOAPE)  

‘Grammar of Poetry’ (GOP). 

‘Linguistic Development Through Poetry Memorization’ (LDTPM) 

 

 

2) IEW’s PAL (Primary Arts of Language) curriculum for K-2 does include handwriting. 

Beyond those years, handwriting is not covered. 

 

          It is important to highlight that the expectation of BOS is that by the end of 

Kindergarten a student will be able to write a sentence. PAL Writing covers this, with the 

writing being broken into 3 sections: 

                  Part 1: Printing and Story Summaries Lessons 1-31 

                  Part 11: Copy Work and Style Lessons 1-40 

                  Part 111: Composition with Style Lessons 1-16 

          

          As the program is designed for K-2 and composition does not begin until Part 111 in 

the course, if you are working at an average pace you may not begin this section until 

your student is entering year 2 (although of course you will be working at your child’s 

pace and may begin this section earlier). So you may need to introduce simple sentence 

writing earlier to meet the syllabus requirements. Examples of this would be to write a 

simple sentence on a picture or painting they have drawn; write a phonetically correct 

simple sentence then edit it and re-write it; write their sentence on a whiteboard or 

such and correct it, then ask them to write it correctly in their book; journal writing. 

 

           In the earlier stage tables where TTC and LDTPM are mentioned, these are a 

suggestion for supplementation. PAL Reading and Writing has a strong emphasis on 

story writing and poetry, being a thorough and complete course in itself. So TTC and 

LDTPM are not necessary to cover minimum requirements of the BOS syllabus. 

 

3) IEW’s main course is ‘Teaching Writing: Structure and Style’ (TWSS) dvds, to teach the 

teacher. The student’s main courses are set at 3 age-appropriate levels (A, B, C) include: 

-   

 

                  ‘Student Writing Intensive” (SWI)  



      ‘Student Writing Intensive Continuation Course’ (SICC).  

      There are a number of Theme-based lessons.  

      For grades K-2, there is PAL (Primary Arts of Language) 

 

4) There are many other resources available as supplements, mainly to help equip the 

teacher. See their website for details. http://iew.com 

 

5) High school resources (level C) include: - 

 

               ‘The Elegant Essay’ (TEE)  

               ‘Advanced Communication Series’ (ACS)  

               ‘Story Quest Creative Writing Guide’ (SQCWG) (level B) 

               ‘Speech Boot Camp’ (SBC)  

               There are others. See website for details. 

 

6) Grammar is taught throughout the IEW courses. “Fix-it!” is also available to teach 

grammar. 

 

7) IEW offer 3 spelling programs: –  

 

                   ‘All About Spelling’ (AAS) 

        ‘The Phonetic Zoo’ (TPZ) 

        ‘Advanced Spelling and Vocabulary’ (ASAV) 

 

8) IEW has ‘The Pathway’ chart to help choose a path to follow using their materials.  

http://iew.com/schools/shop/shopping-resources/pathway 

 

9) IEW does not teach technology or digital media or other text types such as film. 

However the writing skills learnt through IEW’s courses could be applied to assignments 

involving technology or digital media. 

 

10) Through some of the stages, particularly the early stages, there is strong emphasis on 

discussion and communication skills. As parents edit their child’s work, discussions can 

take place, using these as opportunities to teach about communication as well as 

language forms and features of writing. I have found that my main job, as a parent 

using IEW to teach my children, is to edit their work. While editing, I can discuss with 

them many varied topics and techniques. That is one of the strengths of IEW. 

http://iew.com/
http://iew.com/schools/shop/shopping-resources/pathway


 

Conclusion on IEW 

IEW’s strengths include – planning, editing, pushing child to use more sophisticated 

vocabulary, ie encouraging them to chose words better, teaching grammar in a natural way 

which allows child to understand grammar easily, understand the structure of different text 

types. Particularly in the dvds, but also in the theme-based lessons, the children are challenged 

to always being thinking of how they can express themselves in their writing in a more concise 

and sophisticated way. 

 

 

 


