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“As expected, Paul Washer is a faithful guide through the key gospel 
doctrines in Discovering the Glorious Gospel. Here you will find faithful 
exegetical and theological explanation as well as helpful, guided ques-
tions and Scripture readings. This will be a very helpful tool for individ-
ual or group study, enabling people to delve more deeply into the glo-

rious truths of who God is and how He has graciously acted to save us.” 
— Ray Van Neste, Professor at Union University, Contributor to the ESV Study Bible

“Paul Washer’s book Discovering The Glorious Gospel is like a gust 
of fresh air from heaven. Firstly, it is a workbook that challenges 

us to get into the Bible and learn the soul-nourishing truths of the 
gospel for ourselves. Paul Washer uses the rich concepts of the Bible 
to bring out the contours of the person and work of Christ until the 
gospel stands out like the awe-inspiring Mt. Everest. Secondly, this 
book takes us back to the foundational reason why God saves the 
way He does through the gospel: in order to glorify Himself. The 
book starts with the divine dilemma, and after all is said and done 
it leaves us on our knees worshiping the exalted God of grace and 
justice. If you want to know why the gospel is the greatest truth of 

all time, buy this book and study it with an open Bible in your hands!” 
— Conrad Mbewe, Pastor of Kabwata Baptist Church, Author of Foundations for the Flock

“The gospel of Jesus Christ is the remarkably good news that 
God sent His Son into the world so that ‘the world might be saved 

through Him.’ In Discovering the Glorious Gospel, Paul Washer 
carefully considers many beautiful gospel truths that are 

often overlooked. Paul serves as an excellent guide through 
the Scriptures as he unveils these wonderful realities.” 

— Anthony R. Mathenia, Pastor of Christ Church – Radford, Contributor to Behold Your God
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Introduction
METHOD OF STUDY

The great goal of this study is for the student to have an encounter with God through His Word. 
Founded upon the conviction that the Scriptures are the inspired and infallible Word of God, this 
study has been designed in such a way that it is literally impossible for the student to advance 
without an open Bible before him or her. The goal is to help the reader obey the exhortation of the 
Apostle Paul in II Timothy 2:15:

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does 
not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”

Each chapter deals with a specific aspect of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The student will complete 
each chapter by answering the questions and following the instructions according to the Scriptures 
given. The student is encouraged to meditate upon each text and write his or her thoughts. The 
benefit gained from this study will depend upon the student’s investment. If the student answers 
the questions thoughtlessly, merely copying the text without seeking to understand its meaning, this 
book will be of very little help.

Discovering the Glorious Gospel is primarily a biblical study and does not contain much in the 
way of colorful illustrations, quaint stories, or theological treatises. It was the desire of the author 
to provide a work that simply points the way to the Scriptures and allows the Word of God to speak 
for itself.

This workbook may be used by an individual, in a small group, for a Sunday school class, or in 
other contexts. It is highly recommended that the student complete each chapter on his or her own 
before meeting for discussion and questions with the group or discipleship leader.    

EXHORTATION TO THE STUDENT
The student is encouraged to study biblical doctrine and discover its exalted place in the Chris-

tian life. The true Christian cannot bear or even survive a divorce between the emotions and the 
intellect or between devotion to God and the doctrine of God. According to the Scriptures, neither 
our emotions nor our experiences provide an adequate foundation for the Christian life. Only the 
truths of Scripture, understood with the mind and communicated through doctrine, can provide that 
sure foundation upon which we should establish our beliefs and our behavior and determine the va-
lidity of our emotions and experiences. The mind is not the enemy of the heart, and doctrine is not 
an obstacle to devotion. The two are indispensable and should be inseparable. The Scriptures com-
mand us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our mind (Matthew 
22:37) and to worship God both in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). 

The study of doctrine is both an intellectual and devotional discipline. It is a passionate search 
for God that should always lead the student to greater personal transformation, obedience, and 
heartfelt worship. Therefore, the student should be on guard against the great error of seeking only 
impersonal knowledge instead of the person of God. Neither mindless devotion nor mere intellectu-
al pursuits are profitable, for in either case, God is lost.
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THE NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE
The New American Standard Bible is required to complete this study. This version of Scripture 

was chosen for the following reasons: (1) the unwavering conviction of its translators that the Bible 
is the infallible Word of God; and (2) its faithfulness to the original languages.

A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR
The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the center of human history, the greatest story ever 

told, and the subject of angelic contemplation (I Peter 1:12). When proclaimed with biblical fidelity, 
it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16) and the great source 
and motivation of all true piety (I Timothy 3:16). When its message is distorted, it brings death to the 
hearers and the gravest of curses to the one who proclaims it (Galatians 1:6-9). For these reasons and 
many others, the Christian should consider his or her study of the gospel to be a primary and lifelong 
task. This workbook was designed and written with these things in mind.

I would like to thank my wife Charo for her constant support and my four children (Ian, Evan, 
Rowan, and Bronwyn), who continue to be a great delight. I would also like to thank HeartCry staff 
member Forrest Hite for his diligent and meticulous editing of the several different manuscripts that 
he has received. His contributions to the arrangement and overall readability of this work are as 
significant as they are appreciated. My thanks also are extended to the entire staff at HeartCry, who 
have been a great encouragement throughout the process of this book’s publication.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDIES
What Is the Gospel? by Greg Gilbert
Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to Die by John Piper
Saved by Grace by Anthony Hoekema
Redemption Accomplished and Applied by John Murray
The Cross of Christ by John R. W. Stott
The Gospel’s Power and Message by Paul David Washer
The Gospel and True Conversion by Paul David Washer
Gospel Assurance and Warnings by Paul David Washer
The Death of Death in the Death of Christ by John Owen (for advanced students)
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Optional Study Schedule
Week One: The Divine Dilemma and God’s Gospel Motivation

Day One: Chapter 1
Day Two: Chapter 2, Section 1
Day Three: Chapter 2, Section 2
Day Four: Chapter 3, Sections 1-2
Day Five: Chapter 3, Section 3

Week Two: The Son’s Incarnation and Life
Day One: Chapter 4
Day Two: Chapter 5
Day Three: Chapter 6
Day Four: Chapter 7, Main Points 1-5
Day Five: Chapter 7, Main Points 6-7

Week Three: The Son’s Suffering and Death
Day One: Chapter 8
Day Two: Chapter 9
Day Three: Chapter 10, Section 1
Day Four: Chapter 10, Section 2
Day Five: Chapter 11

Week Four: The Importance of Christ’s Life and Death
Day One: Chapter 12
Day Two: Chapter 13
Day Three: Chapter 14
Day Four: Chapter 15
Day Five: Chapter 16

Week Five: The Importance of Christ as the Sacrifice
Day One: Chapter 17, Main Points 1-2
Day Two: Chapter 17, Main Points 3-4
Day Three: Chapter 18, Section 1
Day Four: Chapter 18, Section 2
Day Five: Chapter 19

Week Six: The Son’s Burial and Resurrection
Day One: Chapter 20
Day Two: Chapter 21
Day Three: Chapter 22
Day Four: Chapter 23, Sections 1-3
Day Five: Chapter 23, Sections 4-7
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Week Seven: The Importance of Christ’s Resurrection
Day One: Chapter 24
Day Two: Chapter 25, Sections 1-2
Day Three: Chapter 25, Section 3
Day Four: Chapter 26, Main Points 1-3
Day Five: Chapter 26, Main Point 4

Week Eight: The Son’s Ascension and Exaltation
Day One: Chapter 27, Section 1
Day Two: Chapter 27, Section 2
Day Three: Chapter 28
Day Four: Chapter 29
Day Five: Chapter 30

Week Nine: The Son’s Rule and Reign
Day One: Chapter 31
Day Two: Chapter 32
Day Three: Chapter 33, Section 1
Day Four: Chapter 33, Section 2
Day Five: Chapter 34
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Chapter 1: The Divine Dilemma and  
the Gospel

In the Scriptures, we learn that God is holy; righteous; and deserving of all love, reverence, and 
obedience. We also learn that man, though created good, has corrupted himself, defied God’s law, 
and exposed himself to divine judgment. In this study, we will discover the marvelous work of God 
to reconcile fallen man to Himself.

THE DIVINE DILEMMA
The word “dilemma” is defined by Webster’s Dictionary as “a situation involving a choice be-

tween equally unsatisfactory alternatives” or “a problem seemingly incapable of a satisfactory solu-
tion.” In the Scriptures, the greatest of all dilemmas is set before us: God is righteous; therefore, 
He must act according to the strictest rules of justice, acquitting the innocent and condemning the 
guilty. If He pardons the guilty and does not punish every infraction of His law and every act of dis-
obedience, then He is unjust. However, if He does act with justice toward every man—if He gives 
to every man exactly what he deserves—then all men will be condemned. How can God be just and 
yet show mercy to those who ought to be condemned? To rephrase the words of the Apostle Paul in 
Romans 3:26 as a question: 

How can God be just and the justifier of sinful men?

WHY CAN’T GOD JUST FORGIVE?
 A person might ask, “Why can’t God simply forgive man’s sin and be done with it? The Scriptures 

command us to freely forgive, so why would it be wrong for God to do the same?” The answer to this 
question is three-fold. First, God is not like us, but is of infinitely greater worth than all of His creation 
combined. Therefore, it is not only right but also necessary for Him to both seek His own glory and 
defend it. Because of who He is, even the slightest form of rebellion is a grotesque offense to His 
person, a crime of highest treason, and worthy of the strictest censure. For Him to allow any offense 
against His person to go unpunished would be a two-fold injustice: 1) He would do injustice to His 
own person by denying Himself the glory that rightfully belongs to Him as God; and 2) He would do 
injustice to His creation by allowing it to deny the very reason for its own existence (i.e. the glory 
of God) and to run headlong into futility. If this is too difficult for modern man to accept, it is only 
because he has such a low view of God. 

Secondly, God cannot simply forgive man’s sin and be done with it because there are no contra-
dictions in His character. The Scriptures teach that God is perfect (without contradiction) in all His 
attributes and works. Therefore, He will always act in a way that is perfectly consistent with all that 
He is. He will not exalt one attribute at the expense of another, nor will He deny one aspect of His 
character in order to manifest another.  He is loving, compassionate, and longsuffering; however, He 
is also holy, righteous, and just in all His works and judgments. He cannot deny His holiness in the 
name of love, and He cannot ignore His justice in order to exercise mercy. Many well-intentioned 

1



evangelists have wrongly taught that instead of being just with sinful man, God has determined to be 
loving. However, the logical conclusion to this untruth is that God’s love is unjust or that He is able to 
turn His back on His own justice in the name of love. Such a statement betrays an ignorance of God’s 
attributes. The marvel of the gospel is not that God chose love over justice, but that He was able to 
remain just while granting forgiveness in love. 

Thirdly, God is the Judge of all the earth. It is His place to see that justice is done, that evil is 
punished, and that right is vindicated. It would not be appropriate for the heavenly Judge to par-
don the wicked any more than it would be for an earthly judge to pardon the guilty criminal who 
stands before him in a court of law. Is it not the frequent complaint of many that our justice system 
is corrupt? Do we not cringe when convicted criminals are pardoned? Should we expect less justice 
from God than we do from our own judges? It is a well-founded truth that without the enforcement 
of justice, all nations, peoples, and cultures would run headlong into anarchy and self-destruction. If 
God ignored His own righteousness; if pardon were granted without the satisfaction of justice; and 
if there were no final judgment of evil, creation could not bear it.

THE DILEMMA SET FORTH IN THE SCRIPTURES
Possibly the greatest question in all the Scriptures is: “How can God be just and yet show mercy 

to those who ought to be condemned?” How can He be just and the justifier of sinful men? In the 
following Scriptures, this divine dilemma will appear with undeniable clarity. 

1. In Exodus 23:7 and Romans 4:5, we find excellent examples of the divine dilemma—how can God 
be just and yet justify the wicked?

a. What does God declare about Himself in Exodus 23:7?

(1) I will not A________________ the G___________________.

NOTES: The word “acquit” comes from the Hebrew word tsadeq, which means, “to 
justify, vindicate, or declare right.”

b. How does this prophecy communicate that the Messiah would be more than a man—that 
He would be the eternal God?

(1) He who J______________________ the U______________________.

NOTES: The word “justifies” comes from the Greek verb dikaióo, which means, “to 
declare right or acquit.”

c. How do these two texts illustrate the divine dilemma? 

 

 

DISCOVERING THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL

2



 

 

  

NOTES: Exodus 23:7 clearly affirms that God will not acquit or justify the guilty, but will 
act with perfect justice toward him. However, in Romans 4:5, the Scriptures boldly declare 
the great hope of every believer to be that God justifies the ungodly! How can both state-
ments be true?

2. In Proverbs 17:15 is found one of the most powerful illustrations in all of the Scriptures regarding 
the divine dilemma. 

a. What universal and immutable truth is set forth in Proverbs 17:15?

(1) He who J_____________________________ the W____________________________ is an 
A______________________________ to the Lord.

NOTES: The word “abomination” comes from the Hebrew word tow`ebah, which de-
notes something that is abominable, disgusting, or loathsome. It is one of the strongest 
words in the Hebrew Scriptures!

b. How do the truth revealed in Proverbs 17:15 and the truth that God justifies the wicked (Ro-
mans 4:5) illustrate the divine dilemma?

 

 

 

 

  

NOTES: We have previously stated the divine dilemma in the rephrased words of the 
Apostle Paul: “How can God be just and the justifier of the wicked?” Here the dilemma is 
restated: “How can God justify the wicked in a way that is not abominable or detestable 
to His holy and righteous character?”

THE DIVINE DILEmma aND THE GOSpEL
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3. In Exodus 34:5-7 is found still another clear example of the divine dilemma. Read the text, and 
complete the exercises.

a. In verse 7, God makes two seemingly contradictory declarations which powerfully illustrate 
the divine dilemma. Identify these declarations.

(1)  God forgives I_____________________, T__________________________, and S_________.
(2)  God will by no means leave the G____________ U__________________.

b. Explain the dilemma that is illustrated in verse 7.

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES: How can both statements be true? The same Scripture that promises pardon for 
all kinds of sin warns that God will not forgive the guilty or leave him unpunished.

4. To bring this chapter of our study to a close, we will consider one of the most beautiful passag-
es in the entire Bible. In Romans 4:7-8, the Apostle Paul quotes from Psalm 32:1-2. Read over 
the passage in Romans until you are familiar with its contents, and then answer the following 
questions.

a. According to Romans 4:7-8, what are the three characteristics of the man who is blessed 
before God?

(1) His L_______________ deeds have been F_____________________ (v.7).
(2) His S___________ have been C_____________________ (v.7).
(3) His S___________ the Lord will not take into A_________________ (v.8).

b. What theological difficulties are presented in Romans 4:7-8?
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NOTES: How can a just God forgive a man’s lawless deeds, cover his sin, and not take it 
into account?

THE DIVINE ANSWER
One of the greatest affirmations of Scripture is that nothing is impossible for God! This truth is 

most clearly revealed in the manner which God contrived to maintain His righteous character while 
pardoning sinful men: God became a Man, bore the sins of His people upon the cross, and suffered 
the divine judgment that was decreed against them. By His suffering and death in the place of His 
people, God satisfied the demands of His own justice against them and appeased His own wrath 
toward them so that His mercy toward them might be perfectly consistent with His righteousness. 

The grand dilemma—“How can God be just and yet justify the wicked?”—has now been an-
swered in the gospel of Jesus Christ. The same God who in righteousness condemns the wicked 
became a Man and died in the place of the wicked. God does not ignore, forego, or pervert the 
demands of His justice in order to justify the wicked; rather, He paid the demands of justice through 
the suffering and death of the Son of God on Calvary.
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