
HOW TO WASH YOUR HORSEHAIR SPORRAN 

The following is a pictorial guide of how to disassemble your 

sporran and wash it. The Process is simple, but necessary. 

 

1. Remove Cantle: Normally the cantle is attached by nut and 

bolt, with a circular leather sticker covering the nut on the 

inside. This can be lifted off. Typically, the nut is 7mm. We 

recommend you use a bowl to hold all the small parts and use a 

ratchet to remove the nut.  

We used a needle to pick the nut out of the ratchet, and to pry 

out the washer. The cantle will lift out from there. 

                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 



2. Remove Tassels: These are typically attached by a small o-ring.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Polish your cantle to whatever is recommended for the metal 

type. This can vary so you will have research that one on your 

own. 

4. This is a good time to make sure the pouch of your sporran is 

completely empty.  

5. Fill your sink with warm water.  

6. Gently wash the horse hair body with a gentle shampoo, we 

recommend baby wash.  

7. Rinse with warm water. 

8. Repeat Steps 6 and 7 until the rinse water is clean. (This may 

take a while) 

 

 



9. Wash tassels the same way you washed the body. Depending on 

metal type you may have to move the metal cones up the chain 

and take care to keep them dry. Most sporrans are made to be 

worn in the rain, so a little water should be fine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Dry and polish the tassel cones immediately. 

11. Hang to Dry. 

12. GENTLY Brush out the horsehair with a fine tooth comb. 

13. Let fully dry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Reassemble. 

 


