
NAHC COVID-19 Crisis Update for April 9, 2020

The COVID-19 Crisis Update is a NAHC newsletter designed to keep you informed about coronavirus developments affecting home
care and hospice. We know the news is coming fast and furious right now and it must be difficult to keep up with it all. Turn to COVID-
19 Crisis Update for the top news all in one place.

Without further ado, here is What You Need to Know Today...

Washington Policy Update

All Medicare Home Health Providers: Take This Survey Now!
Congress is already working on a fourth COVID-19 stimulus package to provide aid
to people, businesses, and health care providers affected by the pandemic. The
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services is also considering relief options within
its authority. NAHC is focused on a number of areas of relief, including Medicare
payment rates. For home health services, we are seeking:

1. a rollback of the 4.36 percent behavior adjustment,
2. a reinstitution of the full rural add-on at 3 percent, and
3. a general rate increase to address pandemic costs and revenue losses.

To support this advocacy effort, we need information. We need that information
NOW. Please complete this survey today or as soon as possible.  The information
sought is essential to these advocacy efforts.

We need this information from you immediately, so please complete this survey now. It should only take a few moments of your time.

TAKE THIS SURVEY NOW!

***

National Hospice Groups Outline Priorities for Potential Fourth COVID-19 Legislative Package

Last week the National Association for Home Care & Hospice (NAHC) and other national hospice associations (including NHPCO,
LeadingAge, NPHI, and VNAA/ElevatingHome) wrote a joint letter to key member of the Senate and House of Representatives outlining
priorities for the hospice community in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic. Key issues include:

access to personal protective equipment (PPE) and testing;
funding to support financial strains, enhanced access to advance care planning; and
enhancement of the hospice and palliative care workforce during COVID-19 and beyond.

The organizations will be working together to advocate on these priorities.  A copy of the letter is available HERE. 

Learn more at NAHC Report. 
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Regulation Roundup

Paycheck Protection Program Loans FAQ

The Small Business Administration (SBA), in consultation with the Department of the Treasury, intends to provide timely additional 
guidance to address borrower and lender questions concerning the implementation of the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), 
established by section 1102 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act or the Act).

Read the FAQ

Home Health Grouper Updated with New COVID-19 and Vaping-Related Disorder Diagnosis Codes

As reportedpreviously, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recentlyannounceda change to the effective date for the 
new ICD-10 diagnosis code for COVID-19 to April, 1 2020, and issued supplementalguidance. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) indicated there would be updates to previously released transmittals to reflect this change. 

Read it at NAHC REPORT

Important COVID-19 Updates for Providers from the OIG

The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) has updated COVID-19 information related to Corporate Integrity
Agreement (CIA) deadlines, OIG review deadlines and OIG enforcement activity.

The OIG is trying to minimize burdens on providers and be flexible where possible.  It is coordinating closely
with Health & Human Services (HHS), the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and law
enforcement partners to support the health care system's response to the pandemic and assist health care
professionals striving to do the best they can for their patients. The OIG has stated it is taking into account
burdens on providers and the safety of patients, health care staff and OIG staff as it plans new work and
continues ongoing oversight.

Health care organizations that need extensions of OIG deadlines, such as to produce data for an OIG review
or to comply with a Corporate Integrity Agreement, are encouraged to ask their OIG contact as they will work with organizations on a

reasonable solution. Please note that mail service has been temporarily suspended so the OIG is encouraging electronic submission of
any materials that would ordinarily have been mailed.

For any conduct during this emergency that may be subject to OIG administrative enforcement, OIG will carefully consider the context
and intent of the parties when assessing whether to proceed with any enforcement action. The OIG issued a Policy Statement
indicating that it will exercise its enforcement discretion not to impose administrative sanctions under the Federal anti-kickback statute
for certain remuneration related to COVID-19 covered by the Blanket Waivers of Section 1877(g) of the Social Security Act (the Act).
(Please NAHC Report coverage of the Blanket Waivers here.) Ordinarily, some financial relationships that implicate the physician self-
referral law also may implicate, and potentially violate, the Federal anti-kickback statute. However, recognizing the unique
circumstances of the COVID-19 outbreak, OIG will not impose administrative sanctions under sections 1128(b)(7) or 1128A(a)(7) of the
Act, as those sections relate to the commission of acts described in the Federal anti-kickback statute, with respect to remuneration that
is covered by section II.B.(1)-(11) of the Blanket Waivers.

To further assist health care organizations, the OIG is accepting inquiries from the health care community regarding the application of
OIG's administrative enforcement authorities, including the Federal anti-kickback statute and civil monetary penalty (CMP) provision
prohibiting inducements to beneficiaries (Beneficiary Inducements CMP). If you have a question regarding how OIG would view an
arrangement that is directly connected to the public health emergency and implicates these authorities, please submit your question to
OIGComplianceSuggestions@oig.hhs.gov In your submission, please provide sufficient facts to allow for an understanding of the key
parties and terms of the arrangement at issue.

The OIG has created a corresponding FAQ site that it will update as it responds to additional frequently asked questions. Currently,
there is only one question on the FAQ site, and it is related to health care personnel providing services at a reduced rate or free of
charge to SNFs and other long term care facilities experiencing staffing shortages during the COVID-19 emergency. There are some
limitations to these FAQs as they are an informal response. For those that would like a formal response, the OIG is still accepting
requests for Advisory Opinions. These are reviews of specific situations where the OIG provides a legal opinion on the situation and the
opinion is legally binding.

The OIG has a dedicated COVID-19 Portal which can be accessed from the OIG homepage, with up to date information about
operations, contact information, and COVID-related work.

***

NAHC to HHS: Waive Video-Only Telehealth Rules

NAHC has joined a group of like-minded organizations asking the Secretary of Health and Human Services to enable agencies to use
audio-only telehealth to treat Medicare patients. Under current regulations, CMS only covers telehealth services conducted through
“communications equipment that includes, at a minimum, audio and video equipment permitting two-way, real-time interactive
communication” This rule allows telehealth to be offered to Medicare beneficiaries only through video-conferencing on laptops, tablets,
smartphones, and other similar devices, but excludes telephones, such as flip phones. However, the recently-enacted Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act, provides clear authority for the Secretary to waive this requirement during a public health
emergency. NAHC urges Secretary Azar to do so now. Read the letter.

:: 

http://news.nahc.org/?newsletters_link=42f0d6a4d41d2b9fe55e8bab61054c48&history_id=1072&subscriber_id=25379
http://news.nahc.org/?newsletters_link=d7724f44f817805e21ba19f265a54003&history_id=1072&subscriber_id=25379
http://news.nahc.org/?newsletters_link=0e5ac7299ef63244c0110475a8681ea8&history_id=1072&subscriber_id=25379
http://news.nahc.org/?newsletters_link=93a5471c0343df8dda7f364b906d029b&history_id=1072&subscriber_id=25379


Education

New Webinar Series on COVID-19 Legal Changes

The National Association for Home Care & Hospice began co-hosting a weekly webinar series with Littler Mendelson and the Home
Care Association of America, focusing on employment law issues during the COVID-19 pandemic.  The goal of the webinar series is to
provide the industry with substantive updates and shed light on advocacy efforts.

This weekly webinar series will kicked off today, April 9th,and we will continue with additional webinars each Thursday at the same
time for at least the next 6 weeks. These webinars will be cumulative, substantive and free for all home care providers to attend.

This week, hosts Angelo Spinola of Littler, Bill Dombi of NAHC, and Vicki Hoak of the HCAOA, provided an update and analysis of the
status of the health care provider exemption to the FFCRA,  the unemployment dilemma under CARES Act, the industry coalition
efforts associated with the fourth stimulus package and the work being done to develop industry best practices.  The registration page
includes an opportunity to submit a question or topic you would like the hosts to address in this weekly series. The webinar will also
feature a live Q&A session at the end to address as many questions as possible. REGISTER NOW!

You will receive a recording of the webinar if you register even if you cannot attend the webinar in real time. These webinars will be
substantive in nature and cumulative, such that one will build on the other.
***

COVID-19 Town Hall

NAHC's (totally free!) COVID-19 Town Hall series continued today with Mark Sharp of BKD, Aaron Little and Brian Todd discussing the
financial impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The webinar is called “COVID-19: Assessing Accelerated Payments, SBA Loans and
Other Available Financial Relief Options."

This webinar was the third in a series of six virtual town halls devoted to disseminating knowledge about COVID-19 from people in
home care and hospice who have been on the front lines of this battle to the rest of the industry. There are three more free webinars in
this series.

Here is a link to the second Town Hall, if you missed it. If you missed the third webinar, on April 8, you can watch it here.

The fourth town hall takes place on Wednesday, April 15.

REGISTER NOW!

***

Webinar: Home Health and Hospice Pandemic Relief: Medicare and more

NAHC presented a new webinar on March 31 to discuss the many changes CMS made last night and how
they will impact home health and hospice. This webinar broke our previous attendance record, with numbers
rising through the program. In other words, people found it valuable. If you missed it, don't fret because YOU
CAN WATCH IT HERE. It will be the most informative hour of your day and it's free.

:: 

Don't forget to visit NAHC's Coronavirus Resources page for the
most up-to-date information on COVID-19 and home health and

hospice

This newsletter is a service of the National Association for Home Care & Hospice. Click here to subscribe or to unsubscribe.

To ensure delivery of this newsletter to your inbox and to enable images to load in future mailings, please add lstadm@nahc.org to
your e-mail address book or safe senders list.

© 2020 National Association for Home Care & Hospice

http://news.nahc.org/?newsletters_link=6f3ae1b4776619d19d05aa2e93ca60a2&history_id=1072&subscriber_id=25379
http://news.nahc.org/?newsletters_link=4160ee87383a6a975e5ee9ee042341a2&history_id=1072&subscriber_id=25379



