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'Less But Better' at the Exchange Gallery, Exchange St. Temple Bar, 
Dublin 2. 7th April - 21st April.  
 
‘Less But Better’ is an exhibition about – and inspired by – the industrial 
designer Dieter Rams. The German is regarded as one of the most influential 
designers of the 20th century. As head of the design team at product 
manufacturer Braun for 40 years, Rams’ detailed and controlled functionalist 
approach saw him translate the theoretical approach of the Bauhaus into over 
500 commercially successful designs for a mass market. The influence of his 
defining ‘Ten Principles’ guidelines can be seen in the work of many of his 
followers, including Apple’s Jonathan Ives.  
 
This exhibition – which takes place at The Exchange, in Temple Bar, Dublin - 
features a selection of original products from throughout his career, alongside 
photographs of some of his iconic works, and a series of specially 
commissioned information graphics, which were inspired by Rams. The 
exhibition also includes an example of a classic Rams’ product, the Cylindric 
T2 Table Lighter, which was produced at the now defunct Braun 
manufacturing plant in Carlow.  
 
The event is curated by Shane O’Donoghue and James Earley, with the 
support of the Goethe-Institut Irland and the National College of Art and 
Design.  
 
Rolf Stehle, Director of the Goethe-Institut Irland said: “Dieter Rams created 
one of the most consistent approaches to design in the 20th century. Always 
working according to his maxim “to design is to think” – meaning that the 
designer has to get to the essence of the product in question – he led the 
Braun design team for 40 years, constantly seeking out the unification, the 
harmonisation between interior and exterior, function and form.  
 
“The Goethe-Institut Irland supports this interesting exhibition and has invited 
Professor Klaus Klemp, head of exhibitions at the Frankfurt Museum for 



Applied Art, to give a talk on Dieter Rams and German design to students and 
designers. We are happy to cooperate with the National College of Art and 
Design as well as the Institute of Designers in Ireland in this undertaking, and 
we look forward to working together with these bright and creative students 
who will be Ireland’s future designers.” 
 

Dr Klaus Klemp will speak at the Harry Clarke Lecture Hall in NCAD on 
Wednesday April 13th at 6.30pm, alongside invited guests from the Institute of 
Designers Ireland, NCAD academics and Dublin's creative industries. 
 
Event co-curator Shane O’Donoghue said: “Many design students are familiar 
with Rams’ work but we want to introduce his genius to a new audience so 
they can see exactly what his philosophy of ‘as little design as possible’ 
means when it comes to function, not fashion, in the objects around us. 
Objects we are happy to live with." 
 
A limited number of lithographic prints inspired by Dieter Rams and created by 
David McFarline will be available at the event. 
 
'Less But Better' at the Exchange Gallery, Exchange St. Temple Bar, Dublin 2 
Opens 7th April - 21st April. It opens at 6.30pm on April 7, and from 11am 
daily after that.  
 
www.curateanddesign.com 
www.exchangedublin.ie 
 
 

 
About Dieter Rams: 
 
Further information on Dieter Rams is available if required. 
 
Contributers: 
 
Curators: Shane O' Donoghue and James Earley 
 
Prints: David McFarline 
 
Identity/Website: James Earley 
 
Contributing Photographers: Riku Tuusa / Vicente Zorilla / Rene Spitz  
 
Products On Loan From: Das Programm / London-based Braun specialist 
Peter Kapos.  
 
Modelmaking: John Moriarty for Design Partners 
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Dr Klaus Klemp is available for interview. Shane O’Donoghue is 
available for interview. A selection of images are available for print 
publication. Please see contact details below for more information. 
 
For further information/images/interviews: 
Barry O’Donoghue 
m: 087 919 44 11 
t: 01 6609107 
e: barry@this.ie 
w: www.this.ie 
 
 


