
 
LESSON 15 – ACTS  

The Mission Field Expands 

DAY 1 – ACTS 17:1-9 
1. What did you find new or interesting from the lecture? 
 
2. a. What method did Paul use to evangelize the Jews in Thessalonica?  
 
 b. How have you learned to defend your faith through studying Scripture?  (Personal) 
 
3. a. Define jealousy. 
 
 b. Why do you think the Jews were jealous of Paul and his success? 
 

c. Who suffered as a result of this jealousy? 
 
4. a. How does the jealousy of the Jews develop into envy?  (See CCC 2539) 
 

b. What can a person do to battle the temptation to envy?  (See CCC 2540) 
 
 c. Show how each cardinal virtue can help one to overcome envy. 

 Prudence (CCC 1806) 
 

 Justice  (CCC 1807) 
 

 Fortitude  (CCC 1808) 
 

 Temperance  (CCC 1809) 
 
5. How did Paul’s accusers twist his teaching? 
 
DAY 2 – ACTS 17:10-15 
6. a. Why were the Jews in Beroea more receptive to the teachings of Paul and Silas than in other  
             towns? 
 
 b. How did they test the teachings of Paul and Silas? 
 
 c. How do you deal with your own uncertainties regarding matters of faith?  (Personal) 
 
7. a. Why is ongoing spiritual education important?  (See CCC 1783-1784, 2104) 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. In what church programs have you participated to further your spiritual education?  (Personal) 
 
8. What was the result of the Beroeans’ openness? 
 
9. How did Satan try to sabotage the work of Paul and Silas? 
 
DAY 3 – ACTS 17:16-21 
10. a. What exasperated Paul about the city of Athens, and what did he do about it? 
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 b. What have you learned from Paul’s example about perseverance when facing adversity? 
 
11. Paul debated with the philosophers in Athens.  What is philosophy? 
  
12. What two “deities” did the philosophers think Paul was promoting? 
 
13. a. What was the attitude of the philosophers? 
 

b. Do you think the hearts of the Athenians were touched, or was their interest intellectual? 
 

c. Have you allowed your heart to be touched by God or is your interest in the Scriptures purely 
intellectual?  (Personal) 

 
14. When does reason/philosophy become an idol? 
 
15. Find phrases from today’s passage that could be used to describe people today. 
 
 
DAYS 4 & 5 – ACTS 17:22-34 
16. What technique did Paul use to reach the Athenians? 
 
17. Among all the idols and shrines was an altar to an Unknown God. Why do you think the Athenians 
       would have built such an altar? 
 
18. Paul says that God is Lord of heaven and earth.  Is He Lord of your life?  Explain.  (Personal) 
 
19. If God doesn’t need sanctuaries made by human hands, why do we build churches?  (See CCC  
       1180, 1186) 
 
 
20. From whom does the whole human race come?  (See Gn 2:7-8, CCC 359-360) 
 
21. Why does man “seek, even grope” for God as Paul claims in verse 27?  (See CCC 2566-2567) 
 
 
22. How is Paul’s attitude towards the Athenians similar to that of the Catholic Church towards non- 
       Christian (excluding Jewish and Muslim) religions?  (See CCC 843) 
 
23. Is veneration of images the same as idolatry?  Explain.  (See CCC 2132) 
 
 
24. Paul condemns fashioning God from human imagination.  How have you witnessed this form of idolatry? 
 
25. According to verse 30, what does God demand of all people? 
 
26. a. What assures us that Jesus is the Messiah and God’s chosen one who will judge the world in   
            righteousness? 
 

b. Why has this been a difficult concept?  (See CCC 996) 
 
c. How does the Eucharist help us to understand the resurrection of the body?  (See CCC 1000) 

 
 


