
LESSON 1 – ACTS
The Church is Born

DAY 1 – ACTS 1:1-5
1. What did you find new and/or interesting from the lecture?

2. a. What did Jesus do during the 40 days after His Resurrection?

b. List other examples from Scripture when God used 40 days/years as a time of preparation.

3. a. What is meant by the “Kingdom of God”? (See Catechism of the Catholic Church,
paragraphs 2816, 2819 [CCC 2816, 2819])

b. What does “thy kingdom come” as prayed in the Our Father mean to you? (See CCC 2818)

4. a. Jesus instructed the Apostles to wait for “the promise of the Father”. What was this promise?

b. Do you find it difficult to wait upon the Lord? Why or why not? (Personal)

c. What do the following verses teach about waiting upon the Lord?
Psalm 27:14 _____________________________________________________________
Psalm 37:34 _____________________________________________________________
Psalm 130:5 ______________________________________________________________
Sirach 2:7 _______________________________________________________________

DAY 2 – ACTS 1:6-12
5. a. What kind of kingdom were the Apostles still expecting?

b. Are your expectations of the Church human or divine? (Personal)

6. a. According to Jesus’ reply in verses 7-8, what is He calling believers to do and how will they
be equipped?

b. How has God equipped you for the work you do today? (Personal)

7. What is the significance of the cloud in the following verses?
Exodus 24:15-16 ___________________________________________________________
1 Kings 8:10-12 ____________________________________________________________
Luke 9:34-35 ______________________________________________________________
Acts 1:9 __________________________________________________________________

8. a. Read Daniel’s vision of Jesus’ Ascension in Daniel 7:13-14. What happened to Jesus after
He disappeared from sight? (See CCC 659, 667)

b. Jesus disappeared – He did not depart. How is He present to us today? (See CCC 1088)

9. a. What promise did the two men dressed in white garments give?
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b. What do you learn about this promise from Matthew 24:30-31?

10. According to the following verses, why didn’t Jesus stay on earth?
John 14:2 ____________________________________________________________________
John 16:5-7 __________________________________________________________________

DAY 3 – ACTS 1:13-14
11. Who were gathered together in the upper room?

12. Whenever two or more Apostles are listed, whose name is consistently listed first and why? (See
Mt 10:2-4; Mk 3:16-19; Lk 6:14-16; CCC 552) Who is listed last?

13. Why was Mary, the Mother of Jesus, specifically named? (See CCC 963-965)

14. Who were the brothers? (See Lk 8:21; Acts 1:15)

15. The community of believers devoted themselves to prayer. W hy is intense prayer necessary at
times such as this? (See CCC 1310)

DAYS 4 & 5 – ACTS 1:15-26
16. Read Matthew 16:13-19. How are Jesus’ words in Matthew put into practice in verses 15-22?

17. a. What Scripture was fulfilled concerning Judas?

b. Judas scandalized the followers of Christ. Did this invalidate Christ’s Church?

a. Apply this concept to other scandals in the Church.

18. a. When Judas died, did his “office” die with him? What did Peter say?

b. What did St. Clement of Rome (90 AD) say about Apostolic succession? (See CCC 861)

c. How does CCC 862 describe the permanency of the office of bishop?

19. a. How did Peter demonstrate the discernment process for choosing leaders?

b. Relate a time when you relied on prayer for discernment. What was the outcome? (Personal)

20. List the qualifications for Judas’ replacement. Why were these important? (See CCC 995-996)

21. a. Why did the Apostles cast lots to decide Judas’ replacement? (See Prv 16:33, 18:18)

b. Is it necessary to cast lots today to make decisions? Why or why not?

22. Who was chosen to fill the office vacated by Judas?


