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Jesus 

Let the little children come to me. 
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I recently stood where Rana Plaza fell. When the textile building in Bangladesh 

collapsed in May of 2013, killing more than 1,000 workers, the world snapped 

to attention. How could it not?  

The workers who died were poor, underpaid providers of the fast cheap fashion 

we devour in the West. Many of the workers were far too young, forced by pov-

erty and circumstance to work in dangerous, dirty and degrading conditions. 

That disaster shone a glaring spotlight on one of the world’s greatest shames: 

the abuse and exploitation of children.  

Child labour and enslavement is one of the most heartbreaking realities of our 

world. Eighty-five million of the world’s children work in the worst forms of 

child labour today. I am glad to report that Canadians—including the church—

care deeply about this and are beginning to come together to try to change it. 

How could we not? 

While in Bangladesh I visited one of World Vision’s programs to help children 

avoid this abuse. When I arrived, all the children had formed two lines to wel-

come us. As we walked between the lines they began singing, “We shall over-

come, we shall overcome someday.” Children can be the best advocates for their 

own cause. 

Introduction 

D A V E  T O Y C E N  
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It’s strikingly clear in the example set by Jesus during his earthly ministry that 

children were a priority. Jesus encouraged children to move out of the back-

ground to receive his blessing, and be embraced and loved for just being chil-

dren.  

Churches around the world and in Canada have a unique role, to communicate 

and influence change that can save these children’s lives and break though the 

barriers that undermine their future.  

I’m delighted that leaders in the Christian community across Canada have 

joined together to stand for children, and to call every one of us to protect and 

ensure a future where all God’s children can reach their God-given potential.  

In some ways, a book like this represents the best of church, calling us to re-

spond to the worst of problems. Our faith has a long track record of activism 

that really can change the world. When the church moves and acts together—

especially, I believe, when it is about the love and protection of children—our 

ministry priorities are lining up well with what God values.  

May you be both fed and challenged spiritually by what you are about to read. I 

certainly was.  

 

     

Dave Toycen 

Dave Toycen is president and chief executive officer of World 

Vision Canada and author of The Power of Generosity. He has 

spoken before the World Bank and has met with heads of state 

and key development leaders to discuss the well-being of the 

world’s children.       www.worldvision.ca 
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Once when we were going to the place of 

prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a 

spirit by which she predicted the future. She 

earned a great deal of money for her owners 

by fortune-telling…. Paul became so annoyed 

that he turned around and said to the spirit, 

“In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to 

come out of her!” At that moment the spirit 

left her. 

Acts 16:16, 18 (NIV) 
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Who cares for slave girls? Paul does. 

Before he met Jesus, this man cared only for his own outsized ego and self-
serving ambitions. But now he twists in knots over the fate of one little girl, 
thrice enslaved: by a demon that possesses her, by owners that exploit her, by 
customers that pay to use her.  

The word the NIV uses to capture what Paul feels about this—annoyed—hardly 

tells the story. The word in Greek means he was deeply troubled. Strong’s Con-

cordance defines the word this way: “depleting grief that results in piercing fa-

tigue.” 

Annoyed? No. Paul’s heart is breaking. He’s not just frustrated. He’s wasted. He’s 

devastated. He is soul-sick and bone-weary with sorrow and rage.  

And all this for one little slave girl no else really sees and everyone else only 

uses: the people who pay for her services, the owners who pimp her for profit, 

the demon who rages in her unchecked. 

Until Paul shows up. Oh, he waits several days before acting, as his grief and 

anger mount.  

Why does he delay? Well, Paul knows what his actions will provoke, what they 

will cost: a riot in the city, a brutal beating for him and Silas, a night in jail. And, 

Who Cares for Slave Girls? 

M A R K  B U C H A N A N  
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of course, their successful evangelistic campaign brought to a sudden and com-

plete halt. I don’t think Paul fears any of it. I just think he has to weigh it out—all 

that loss and suffering in exchange for the freedom of one little slave girl. 

In the end, he deems the exchange worth it. She goes free. Paul and Silas are 

beaten, shackled, imprisoned. Why does he do it? I think the answer is simple: 

It’s what Jesus would have done.  

Or better: It’s what Jesus does—sets captives free. Jesus did it for Paul. Jesus did 

it for you. 

And then he sent us into all the world, to announce that freedom and enact it for 

everyone. 

Especially little slave girls. 

Mark Buchanan 

Mark Buchanan is associate professor of Theology at Ambrose 

University College and Seminary in Calgary. He is a speaker and 

author of seven books including Your Church Is Too Safe. 

www.markbuchanan.net 
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Take It Further 

Knowledge can unsettle. Once moved by an issue, especially one like child la-

bour and exploitation, it is impossible for us to un-know the facts. What we do 

with that knowledge seems to be at the core of Mark Buchanan's reflection.  

If, as Buchanan suggests, Paul counts the cost of his action (it is high) before 

moving strategically forward, there is a parallel here with how we do advocacy 

on behalf of children today.  

When we take action, we are attempting to shake up the status quo. As Buchan-

an points out, this may lead to discomfort in our own lives. Our action can affect 

our relationships, our lives and our ministry in other areas. Paul clearly knew 

there could be a cost to his actions.  

Advocates today navigate solutions with communities, businesses and govern-

ments to find workable solutions to problems like child labour. It’s good to 

weigh the cost and to consider the perspectives of our partners in prayer. In 

fact, it’s essential. But then we act.  

Paul acted decisively and with confidence. And yes, there were consequences: 

an upset campaign, a prison term-but also a girl set free and a clear example 

guiding future Christians, "to announce that freedom and enact it for everyone." 

 

My Response 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
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He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind.” This is the greatest 

and first commandment. And a second is like 

it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Matthew 22:37-39 (NRSV) 
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Lights. Camera. Action. Gripping characters and extraordinary circumstances in 

films and TV shows often move us. Before the camera rolls, you never quite 

know what to expect, as a director, an actor or even as a viewer in your living 

room. 

Over the last two decades, I’ve been moved to tears while working on both sides 

of the camera. There’s one experience in particular that stands out vividly in my 

mind.  

It didn’t take place on a Hollywood set or in a TV studio, where I’ve spent count-

less hours. It occurred while filming a church youth group for Love is Moving, a 

national television show that features Christian youth who join the Love Move-

ment. The Love Movement exists to empower Christians to live out their faith 

through a revived Biblical understanding of love and to learn about passionately 

living out God’s love.  

After journeying through the Love Movement study, learning about the greatest 

commandment and then being visited by musician and former child soldier Em-

manuel Jal, the youth group from a local church was challenged to love God and 

to love their neighbours in their community. We were there to document their 

experience. In this episode, Emmanuel Jal shares a riveting account of how he 

Lights. Camera. And then Action. 

J O E L  G O R D O N  
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overcame starvation and the horrors of being a child soldier in Sudan. In re-

sponse, and out of a desire to serve children in need, the students from Sanctu-

ary Church prepared and served food at a local Christian social services minis-

try and then reflected about their experiences. 

I couldn’t hold back the tears of joy from behind the camera when I heard an 

angst-ridden Canadian teenager express his deep longing to love like Jesus. In 

that moment of sharing, I knew that love’s labour was not lost. Through an ex-

periential learning adventure to revive a Biblical concept of love, a young man 

was stirred to passionately love God by helping the vulnerable. This is what he 

said: “When you go there and help them, actually they help you. Why am I play-

ing video games? I’m bored. I want to do something. I want to create relation-

ships with people who need love!” 

Young people can challenge us in the “knowing is doing” department. As we face 

the grueling global currents of child exploitation and child trafficking, we are 

moved to act. And clearly, when we love the vulnerable, God’s love shines 

through us. 

Joel Gordon 

Joel Gordon is an actor, producer, director and co-founder of 

Lovemovement.org, the Love Is Moving TV series and Love In 

Action magazine.               

               www.lovemovement.org 
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Take It Further 

The young man in Joel Gordon's story was moved by his new knowledge of what 

life was like for a child soldier. A deep concern was ignited within him for those 

lives very different than his own as a typical Canadian teenager.  

The young man and the entire youth group allowed the seed planted by the 

child soldier to take root in their lives, to open their eyes and to open their 

hearts to action. Gordon recalls clearly the young man’s words after the experi-

ence serving children in need: “I want to do something…. I want to create rela-

tionships with people who need love!”  

We can all learn from how quickly the passion of youth translates to action. 

There is a time for careful thinking and weighing costs. This young man reminds 

us that there is also a time for doing from the heart (a gift youth have in abun-

dance). 

What issue or new knowledge moves your heart? Who are the vulnerable with 

whom you want to create relationships? What timing is God putting on your 

heart?  

 

My Response 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the 

oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the 

widow. 

Isaiah 1:17 (NRSV) 
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Isaiah is not kidding. The Biblical prophets have many comforting and challeng-

ing characteristics but kidding is not one of them.  

Biblical prophets strive to be faithful to the living God, and they strive to do so 

in ways that are poetic, insistent, dramatic, colourful and often eccentric.  

And they say what they mean.  

They say what they believe to be the just and compassionate will of God and 

they hope, if not expect, for the well-being of all people and indeed of the world 

itself, that they will be listened to. So when the Prophet Isaiah—living, moving 

and having his being in difficult, even dire, political and economic circumstanc-

es—tells his people and tells us to learn to do good, he means what he says.  

Isaiah defines the learning to do good not only in the generalities of seeking jus-

tice, but also in some very specific ways. He talks about rescuing the oppressed, 

defending the orphan and pleading for the widow. In other words, caring for the 

most vulnerable in society. In Isaiah’s time and place, women and children with-

out financial, structural support were very often in dire circumstances. To put it 

bluntly, they starved or were oppressed.  

 

To See or Not to See: Isaiah’s Vision 

K A R E N  H A M I L T O N  



14 

 

The Biblical prophets can be very creative in their witness to the living God, but 

in Isaiah’s call for the defense of the most vulnerable in his society, he is not 

being creative at all. Isaiah puts himself in very direct line with the witness that 

has preceded him. Both the books of Leviticus and Ruth, to name just a couple of 

the imperatives of the Old Testament, remind us to leave the edges of our fields, 

our wealth and our resources for the many who have less and are thus vulnera-

ble to starvation and oppression.  

In our time and place, there are few, if any, who are more vulnerable and op-

pressed than those children pressed into forced labour. Their minds and bodies 

are given over to the profits of others. They may not technically be orphaned, 

but they are deprived of the capacity to learn and play and journey towards 

adulthood at a pace that nurtures and strengthens them, that enables them to 

reflect and dance.  

We know this is wrong. We know we are called to seek justice for these most 

vulnerable ones. We are called by God—through Isaiah—to discern very specifi-

cally what to do. Our energy, commitment and persistence need to be exercised 

in every breath we take, every prayer we utter, every conversation we have.  

The children must be free. We must learn how to do the good of God so it may 

be so. 

Karen Hamilton 

Karen Hamilton is general secretary of the Canadian Council of 

Churches. She is an author and speaker. 

www.councilofchurches.ca 
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Take It Further 

The Old Testament prophets are more than our collective conscience, telling us 

what we should do. As Karen Hamilton aptly points out, they tend to clearly 

speak to what we must do as people of God.  

Revelation is the department of the Old Testament prophets. Their main task 

seems to be calling God’s people to accountability, again and again. The proph-

ets aren’t so much calling the people to believe certain things—as commanding 

them to live and behave a certain way because of what they already believe.  

It has to do with social ethics. How do we live because of what we believe? It is 

based on “Here is the situation you are facing, and this is what you must do 

now.” God is a certain way, and so we must be a certain way in response. It is 

revealing that so much of what the prophets had to say focused on justice, com-

passion and caring for the most vulnerable among us.  

Every Christian concerned with protecting children around the world will bene-

fit from spending time reading through the first chapter of Isaiah (then go to 

Isaiah 58 or 65 to really be inspired), hearing again how God would have us 

then live.  

 

My Response 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 


