
Twisted Stitchers Bag 

by Wendy Wax 



 

This bag was inspired by the Twisted Stitchers, my local knit and crochet group. I have the 
fortune of meeting with such wonderful, supportive artists weekly. I am grateful to their 
help and support in bringing this market bag into being. The Twisted Stitchers bag is a 

versatile market bag knit from the bottom up.  Instructions are provided for a one or two 
handled version. Take it to the beach, local farmers market, a yarn crawl, or carry your 

latest project to your group meeting! 

Materials - US 9 (5.5 mm) circular 24" (60 cm) and 40" (100 cm) needle (for magic loop) or 

DPNs, US 11 (8.0 mm) circular 24" (60 cm) needle, US 6 (4.0 mm) circular or straight 
needle, stitch holders (maximum of three), tapestry needle 

Yarn- Approximately 6.5 oz (185 grams) of Lily Sugar n Cream depending on which version 
you choose and handle length. If choosing a variegated yarn, the skeins are sold in smaller 

quantities; it will take at least two variegated skeins in 2.0 oz (57 grams) to complete the 
body of the bag. 

Measurements -My completed bag is approximately 11" (28 cm) tall before the handle 

Gauge - This is not relevant for a market bag.  If you would like the body of your bag to be 

a looser or tighter gauge please adjust your needle size accordingly.  

 Abbreviations 

K- Knit 

P- Purl 

sts- stitches 

CO- cast on 

KFB- Knit in the front and back of the 
stitch (this is an increase) 

BO- Bind off 

SLWYF- slip the stitch purlwise with the 

yarn in front 

YO- Yarn over 

SL1- Slip one stitch knitwise with the yarn 
in back 

PSSO- Pass the slip stitch over the 2 knit 

sts

  



Bottom of Bag 

This market bag is knit from the bottom up. Using a US 9 (5.5 mm) 40" (100 cm) circular 
needle for magic loop or DPNs,  

CO 10 sts leaving at least a 12" (30 cm) tail for sewing up later. Join in the round. 

Round 1- Knit 

Round 2- KFB every stitch (20 sts) 

Round 3 and every odd row in this section- Knit 

Round 4- *K1, KFB* (30 sts) 

Round 6- *K2, KFB* (40 Sts) 

Round 8- *K3, KFB* (50 sts) 

Round 10- *K4, KFB* (60 sts) 

Round 12- *K5, KFB* (70 sts) 

Round 14- *K6, KFB* (80 sts) 

Round 16- *K7, KFB* (90 sts) 

Round 17- Knit 

Change to US 11 (8.0 mm) circular 24" (60 cm) needle 

Round 18-21- Knit 

 

Body of the Bag 

Round 1- *YO, SL1, K2, PSSO* 

Round 2- Knit 

Round 3 - K2, * YO, SL1, K2, PSSO*,  K1 

Round 4- Knit 

Complete this pattern for 9"-10" (23 cm-25 cm) ending with completion of a Round 4. 

 

Brim and Handles  

Switch to US 9 (5.5 mm) circular 24" (60 cm) needle. 

Round 1- *K3 P3* 

Repeat round 1 for 1.5" (3-4 cm) 

 



For one strap 

To create the strap, BO 21 sts in K3 P3 pattern; with one stitch left on the right needle, knit 
23 sts (place 24 sts on a stitch holder); BO 21 sts in K3 P3 pattern; with one stitch left on 
the right needle, knit remaining 23 sts. 

There will be a total of 24 sts left on the needle. Change to US 6 (4.0 mm).  

Handle Pattern 

Row 1- SLWYF, *knit* 

Repeat this pattern for 24" (60 cm) or desired length. Place the 24 stitches on the stitch 

holder onto a US 6 (4.0 mm) needle. Using the Kitchener stitch or 3-needle bind off, attach 
the sides of the handle together. 

Tip- To create a shoulder pad on the handle 

Find the center of the handle. Fold the edges in so that they touch one another on the 
under side of the handle and stitch the edges together for 15-20 sts or to your desired 
length.  

 

  



 

For two straps 

BO 9 sts in K3 P3 pattern; with one stitch left on the right needle, knit 8 more sts (place 

these 9 sts on a stitch holder); BO 18 sts in K3 P3 pattern; with one stitch left on the right 
needle, knit 8 more sts (place these 9 sts on a stitch holder); BO 9 sts in K3 P3 pattern; 

with one stitch left on the right needle, knit 8 more sts (place these 9 sts on a stitch holder); 
BO 18 sts in K3 P3 pattern, knit remaining 8 sts. 

There will be a total of 9 sts on the needle. Change to US 6 (4.0 mm).  

Handle Pattern 

Row 1- SLWYF, *knit* 

Repeat this pattern for 15" (38 cm) or desired length. Place the 9 stitches on the stitch 
holder across from the handle you just knit onto a US 6 (4.0 mm) needle. Using the 

Kitchener stitch or 3-needle bind off, attach the sides of the handle together. Repeat for 
handle #2. 

Finishing 

Thread the tapestry needle with the 12 in (30 cm) tail at the bottom of the bag. Weave the 

tail through the original 10 sts and pull the sts tight through the inside of the bag to cinch 
the hole closed. Weave in all ends. 


