
Early Lesson Plan

The King’s New Crown

Early Level 8

Lesson rationale

The students will

• Make inferences
• Evaluate information in text and illustration

Before the lesson

Enjoy reading the story and familiarize yourself with the lesson plan and the follow-
up activity.

Reading and thinking

Talk to the students about the comprehension strategies they are working on today.
Tell them that in this lesson they will be using the words of the story and the
illustrations to help them understand the story. Then they will add their own thinking
to what they have gathered from the story.

Introduce the story by looking at the front cover. Read the title and discuss the
cover illustration.  Encourage the students to guess at what the story may be about.
Ask them, What crown would they choose? And why would they choose it. Ask the
students, How may the King be feeling?

Listen to their answers. Ask them to reason why. Tell them, We don’t actually know
how the king is feeling because we can’t ask him. What we are doing is called “inferring”.
It is about making guesses or inferences based on the information we have got from
the story and the illustrations.

Start reading the story. Read pages two and three. Ask the students, In the illustration
on page two, how do you think the King is feeling? What would make the King feel
happier?

Before reading pages four and five discuss the illustrations with the students. Ask
them to predict what is happening, and how the people illustrated feel about what
is going on. Praise and encourage the students thinking. Read the text with the
students.

Read pages six and seven. Discuss the text and the illustrations with the students.
Continue to talk about the ‘extra’ information the readers get by looking carefully
at the illustrations too.

Work through pages eight and nine, and ten and 11 in the same manner. Be aware
that the King is becoming increasingly cross; note the changes in illustration and
language that support this idea.  Encourage the students to find these ‘clues’.

Finish reading the story on page 12. Again discuss the feelings that are expressed
on the characters’ faces in the final illustration.
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More thinking

Ask the students to record how the King felt at the beginning of the story, the
middle of the story and at the end of the story (BLM 1, 5, 6, 8).  The students could
do this by drawing, writing or a combination of each. Allow them to look back at
the story if they need to. For those that require extra thinking ask them to do the
same task with other characters from the story for example, the princess, the
courtiers or even a crown-maker.
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