
Early Lesson Plan

The Fisherman and the Fish

Early Level 12

Lesson rationale

The students will

• Evaluate ideas and information presented in the story
• Draw inference from the ideas and information presented in the story

Before the lesson

Enjoy reading The Fisherman and the Fish yourself. Read through the lesson plan
and familiarize yourself with it. Prepare the resources and materials you will need
for the lesson and the follow-up activity.

Reading and thinking

Introduce to the students, the comprehension strategy they will be focusing on today.

Present the cover of the story to the students, read the title and gather some initial
thoughts on what the students think this story may be about.

Begin reading the story on pages two and pause at the end of page five.

Ask the students, I wonder why the fisherman is smiling?  I wonder why the fish is
smiling?

The writer says, “The fisherman rowed his boat to his favourite place.”  Why do you
think this is his favourite place?

In order to answer the questions asked, the students will need to infer meaning.
Listen carefully to their replies. The students’ answers will tell you how willing and
skilled they are at inferring meaning.

Read from page six through to the end of page nine.

After quickly recalling the story so far, ask the students, The fisherman and the fish
are smiling again. Why are they smiling this time? I wonder why the fish let the worm
go?

Praise the students for their thinking and the answers they are giving to your
questions.

Continue reading the story from page 10 through to the end of page 13.

Again ask the students, Why did the fisherman and the fish do the same thing again?
Why are they still smiling?  What do you think will happen next?

Read pages 14 through to the conclusion of the story.

Congratulate the students on the reading and thinking they achieved today. Be
specific in your praise and relate it back to the initial discussion on the comprehension
strategies.
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More thinking

Ask the students to think about what may happen next to the fisherman and the
fish. Ask them to record their ideas (BLM 8 and 5) and then share them back to
the larger group. Discuss the work presented.

To complete this task well students will need to understand and use the ideas and
information laid out in the story and proceed forward with them.
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