
Fluent Lesson Plan

Mr Potty’s Plums

Fluent Level 17

Lesson rationale

The students will

• Identify a problem
• Predict and evaluate solutions using their

own experiences and information from the story

Before the lesson

Read and familiarize yourself with the book, lesson plan and the follow-up activity.
Prepare any resources or materials you may need for the lesson.

Reading and thinking

Discuss the comprehension strategies you will be focusing on during this lesson.

Introduce Mr Potty to the students. Tell them that he has a problem. Challenge
the students with, Just from looking at the front cover have a guess at what this story
may be about?

If the students require more help or are heading in the right direction show them
the back cover of the book. Discuss this further. It is a little bit early for predicting
outcomes, but some students will be confident to have a go.

Back to the front cover, show the students that Mr Potty has his plums and that
he seems to be happy so he must have solved his problem somehow. Remind them
that the book will tell them the story of how Mr Potty saved his plums.

Read pages two through to the end of nine.

Re-establish the problem, The birds are eating Mr Potty’s plums. Ask the students,
What should Mr Potty do? What would plum growers do? What would you do? Praise
them for their thinking.

Read pages ten and 11.

Ask the students if they think this solution will be successful. When the discussion
is finished, read the next page (page 12).

Focus the students’ attention on the illustration on page 13. Ask, What is Mr Potty
thinking?  What is he doing?  Read the text on pages 13, 14 and 15.

Ask the students to evaluate Mr Potty’s plan. Begin by asking, Was the blanket a
good idea? Do you think that the blanket could have worked? Why didn’t it?

Read pages 16 and 17.

Turn to page 18. Talk about the illustration. Discuss what Mr Potty is doing and
what his next plan could be.
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Read the text to the end of page 22. Talk about what is going on in the story. Ask
the students to guess how Mr Potty is feeling. What is Mr Potty doing? Why has he
made seed-balls and tied them to a tree? Why is it a good/bad plan?

Read pages 23 and 24.

More thinking

Thank the students for their hard work and praise their reading. Be as specific in
your praise as you can be. Ask the students to remember the plans and ideas they
had to keep the birds away from the plums. Set the task of illustrating and describing
how their plan works. BLM 5 could be a useful tool for organizing, preparing or
presenting their work.
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