
Fluent Lesson Plan

Mr Potty’s Hedge

Fluent Level 18

Lesson rationale

The students will

• Ask questions about the text

Before the lesson

Read Mr Potty’s Hedge and the lesson plan through. Prepare the materials you will
need for the lesson today.

Reading and thinking

Introduce and discuss with the students the comprehension strategy they will be
focusing on today.

Tell the students that when good readers are reading they often get a question
that ‘pops’ into their head. This helps them focus on what they are reading and
helps them understand what they are reading about.

Explain that today you will be recording their questions (sticky post-it notes™ work
well for this task) as you read through the story.

Introduce Mr Potty’s Hedge to the students by reading the title and showing them
the cover illustration. Ask the students, Does anyone have a question? Record the
questions and ‘stick-it’ onto the cover. Depending on the students’ ability, you may
have to model what a good question is.  Through this activity encourage and praise
questions that reflect the essence of the story. Explain to the students why you
think it is a good question. Try and be specific in your reply.

Begin reading the story on page two and continue reading page three also. Ask
the students if they have questions. ‘Stick’ them to the appropriate page in the
story.

Continue reading the story through. At regular intervals ask the students to offer
questions they have about the story, and present these with the text.

Continue to praise the students for their thinking and be specific in your feedback
about their questions.

As the reading progresses some of the students’ questions may be answered by
the story. Praise the students if they realize this as the reading continues as it
suggests that they are thinking as they read.
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More thinking

At the conclusion of the reading, encourage the students to think back to the
questions they asked.  Discuss whether the questions were answered as the story
progressed. When talking about the answers, have the students give ‘evidence’
from the story to support the students’ ideas.

Discuss any unanswered questions also. Together you may be able to infer ideas
and understandings. It may be interesting to discuss the quality or relevance of
the unanswered questions.
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