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Phonemic Awareness

1. Manipulating sounds to make new words

What words would we make if we dropped the first sound in each of these words?
bread without the ‘b’ - red
stall without the ‘s’ -tall
wait without the ‘w’ - ate
hat without the ‘h’ - at
playing without the ‘p’ - laying
smile without the ‘s’ – mile
sold without the ‘s’ - old

What words would we make if we dropped the last sound in each of these words?
both without the ‘th’ - bow
mind without the ‘d’ - mine
line without the ‘n’ - lie
sold without the ‘d’ – sole
stall without the ‘l’ - store
wait without the ‘t’ - way

Extension

What words would we make if we swapped the vowel sound in the middle of each of these words?
The short ‘e’ in bread for a long ‘i’– bride
The long ‘i’ in buys for a long ‘e’– bees
The long ‘a’ in wait for a long ‘i’ –white
The long ‘e’ in need for a short ‘o’ –nod
The ‘ow’ in proud for a long ‘i’ – pride
The ‘oi’ in coin for a long ‘a’  –cane



Phonics

1.  Introducing the short ‘e’ sound
Practise pronouncing the short ‘e’ sound.   It is made from the back of the throat and when spoken 
on its own is a short, cut-off, voiced sound.   ‘e’, ‘e’, ‘e’

2.  Brainstorming words that contain the short ‘e’ sound 

Brainstorm words that begin with a short ‘e’ sound.
(end, every, edit, effort, egg, empty, energy)

Words do not end with the short ‘e’ sound.

Brainstorm words that have short ‘e’ sound inside the word
You could give a few clues, then see if students can think of rhyming words for the target words.
At night I sleep in this – bed (red, head, dead, led etc.)
Cats and dogs are called …. Pets (wets, nets, bets, gets etc.)
This is part of a bird’s wing – feather (weather, leather, heather)

3. Looking for the spelling patterns for the short ‘e’ sound

Say the word net and count the sounds. Draw three sound boxes on the board.

Write the word net on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the short ‘e’ sound.

Say the word head and count the sounds.   Draw three sound boxes on the board.

NOTE

The short ‘e’ sound is most commonly written with a single e (bet, pest, men, leg).
However, there are other ways of writing it too.

ea This pattern is most commonly used when it is followed by d (head, lead, dead)
th (weather, leather, breath), lth (health, wealth, stealth) and sure (measure,
 treasure, pleasure).

There are other high-frequency words that have different spelling patterns for the short 
‘e’ sound: any, many, said, friend.

n e t

h ea d

s ai d

db r ea



Write the word head on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the short ‘e’ sound.

Say the word bread and count the sounds. Draw four sound boxes on the board.

Write the word bread on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the short ‘e’ sound.

Say the word said and count the sounds.  Draw three sound boxes on the board.

Write the word said on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the short ‘e’ sound.

e ea ai
Write some of the words students brainstorm under these spelling patterns.  
Explain to students that these are the most common spelling patterns for the short ‘e’ sound, but 
they might find more!

4.  Find the words that contain the short ‘e’ sound in Market Music

As students read Market Music ask them to listen for words that contain the short ‘e’ sound.  
When the book has been read, go back and re-read it a page at a time.   Ask students to identify the 
short ‘e’ words on each page and write them on the board under the correct spelling pattern.  Ask 
students to colour-code the spelling patterns for the short ‘e’ sound in the words on the board.  

Vocabulary Development



Nouns

Discuss the meaning of these words as they appear in the story then expand the discussion to their 
meanings in other situations.

Market:  What is a market?   How is a market different from the shops we see in town?  How 
is it the same?
Use the illustrations in Market Music to describe the market that Zeb and his grandfather work at. 
(Pages 2,3, 4,5, 8,9)   Make a list of all the things you can see in Market Music that were sold at Zeb’s 
market.
Who has been to a market?  What was sold there?   
Add to your list of things that can be sold at a market.

Treasure: How would you describe treasure?    
On page 4 it says ‘Zeb buys a special treasure from the same stall every week.’ Do you think this 
stall sells the kind of treasure you talked about?  Describe what Zeb’s treasures are.

Violin: What is a violin?   Describe how someone plays a violin.  Use the illustrations in Market Music 
to help you.
What other musical instruments do you know of that have strings? (guitar, cello, ukulele, viola)
How do we play a guitar?   How is this different from playing a violin?

Champion: What is a champion? Can you think of any people who are champions?   Why did Zeb’s 
grandfather describe him as a champion?   
Can you be a champion without winning a prize?
Discuss being the best, and winning something – are they the same thing?

Comprehension

Characters
We can find out about characters by their actions in a story.   Zeb and the boy playing the violin are 
the two main characters in this story.  Think about the things these characters did and the way they 
did them in this story.  The way people do things can often tell us something about their personality.

Students can complete Activity Sheet 1 to describe these two characters.   
Activity Sheet 2 focuses on Zeb.   Ask students to re-read the pages specified in the second column 
and then to describe the things Zeb did in these pages that demonstrate the qualities listed in the 
first column.

Characters’ Purpose
Zeb and the boy playing the violin both had a purpose for the things they did at the market. 
Complete Activity Sheet 3 to show how their purpose of their actions changed throughout the story. 
Cut up the cards and match Zeb’s and the boy’s actions to their purpose in different parts of the 
story.  There may be more than one purpose per action.

Fluency



1. Make the story into a play.   Students all take a part and act out the events of the story.

2. Phonics focus words
Make up the phonics focus words into cards – either colour-code the short ‘e’ spelling patterns or 
print them in colour.  These cards can be used for quick word recognition or for word sorts to identify 
spelling patterns for the short ‘e’ sound.  If students find other short ‘e’ words that have a different 
spelling pattern (e.g. friend) they can add the words and spelling patterns to this set of cards.

Activity Sheet 1: Characters

Choose words from the following list to describe Zeb and the boy who played the violin. 



Write these words in the diagram below.  If the same word belongs to both Zeb and the 
boy, put it in the middle section.  Add more words you can think of to describe these two 
boys.

kind friendly shy clever musical

helpful smart happy thoughtful proud

Activity Sheet 2: Zeb’s character

In the first column are words that describe Zeb.   Read the pages marked in the 
second column and write about the things Zeb does that show these qualities.

BoyZeb



Zeb is: What does Zeb do to show this?
helpful On pages 2 and 3 

_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Kind On pages8 and 9

_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Smart, thoughtful 
and clever

On pages10 and 11

_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Zeb’s purpose pages 2 and 3 To earn money for a trip to  
Australia

Zeb’s purpose page 4 To entertain the shoppers at the  
market

The boy’s purpose page 5 To keep the shoppers happy 
while they wait to buy bread

Zeb’s purpose page 8 To share his success with Zeb 
and to thank him for his help

Zeb’s purpose pages 10 and 11 To help the boy earn money to  
go to Australia

The boy’s purpose page 13 To buy special treasures

The boy’s purpose page 15 To help his grandfather at the  
market

To earn money for a trip to  
Australia

To help the boy earn money to  
go to Australia



Activity Sheet 3: Characters’ Purpose

Phonics Focus Words 

Zeb helps fresh
bread best end
spend every shells
gems held said
many get them
extra any very

everyone
getting e
special ea



treasure ai
leather a
feathers
collect
instead

everywhere
anywhere
yourselves


