
Gilt Edge Reader’s Comprehension Guide

Introduction

Welcome to the wonderful world of gilt edge readers!

This teacher’s guide contains a series of lesson plans that specifically aim to
develop the reader’s comprehension strategies and skills. It is focused on
encouraging students to think as they read, to become more critical and analytical,
and to be more active readers.

All the titles in the gilt edge reader series are included in the teacher’s guide,
beginning with the emergent level through to fluent plus. Each plan contains ideas
on how to question and encourage students to engage in reading, as well as a
follow-up activity (’More Thinking’) that again encourages the students to ‘think’
about what they have read. Follow Up Sheets (FUS) are also available.

The idea to write a teacher’s guide, focusing only on comprehension skills came
about through the ‘push’ in educational circles and emerging curriculum to
incorporate a vast array of ‘thinking skills’ and other related practices into our
classrooms. It is believed that deepening understanding and comprehension of
what we read is an authentic way of meeting these challenges.

Often the instructions in this guide are not overly prescriptive. For example, the
phrase “read the text” is often used. We believe that you, as the classroom teacher,
are best placed to decide the level of support that the students require in order to
be successful. The activities and experiences suggested can be carried out
independently, or be modelled by you, the teacher. Likewise, the activities could
be worked on:  independently by individuals, collectively and co-operatively in a
group situation or under teacher direction and modelling. Again these are decisions
that you, the classroom teacher, should make.

With this guide you may wish to use the books in any order you choose. It is possible
for an emergent reader to engage and discuss the text at a much higher level when
it is read to him or her. This is also the case for more fluent readers who will be
able to interact with an emergent or early text with greater confidence and
independence if they are not working at decoding text at the same time.


