
Fluent Plus Lesson Plan

The Colourful Cow

Fluent Plus Level 19

Lesson rationale

The students will

• Create images by connecting ideas from text
with the students’ existing knowledge

• Identify the main idea in a text
• Evaluate the main idea in a text

Before the lesson

Read The Colourful Cow yourself. Familiarize yourself with the objectives of the
lesson and how to achieve them. Prepare and organize any materials or resources
needed for the lesson.

Reading and thinking

Talk to the students about the comprehension strategies set for this lesson.

Introduce the book to the students by reading the title and showing them the
illustration on the front cover. Now focus on the back cover. Again look at the
illustration and read the caption that accompanies it. Discus with the students
their initial thoughts on what is the main idea of the story.

Read pages two through to five.

Ask the students, What do you think; is this a good thing for a cow to want? Let’s look
at the illustrations. Do they support the text? Do they add to your understanding of the
text? Do they differ from the imagined pictures you had of a ‘colourful cow’?

Read pages six through to ten.

Pose the following questions to the students and listen to their responses carefully:

The animals are keen to help Rosie; what is their motivation? Why are they doing it?

The depth of the students’ answers will give you some indication of their
understanding of the main idea.

Read pages 11 through to the end of 17.

Ask the students to give you a quick summary of the story. Ask them, Rosie is now
a colourful cow.  That is what she wanted and now she is happy? Why doesn’t the story
finish now? What has the writer got left to tell us? What do you think will happen next
in the story?

Read pages 18 through to the end of 22.

Ask the students, What is happening to Rosie? How is she feeling? What do you think
Rosie will do? What do you think Rosie should do?

Read pages 23 and 24.
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More thinking

Discuss with the students their thoughts on what the main idea of the story was.
If identifying the main idea is a new skill, offer your ideas backed up with reference
to the text or illustrations.  Modelling is an effective teaching tool. Perhaps, together
you may agree on one or two ideas that are central to the story. Ask the students
if they agree with the ideas the writer has encouraged them to think about? This
should generate some discussion. Listen carefully and attentively to this discussion,
as it will demonstrate to you the students that comprehend this text at a higher
level, and therefore use the strategies focused upon in this lesson.
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