
My Space Ride
Emergent Level 2

Lesson rationale

The students will

• Make connections between the text and the
students’ existing knowledge

• Analyse information in the story
• Recall information from text

Before the lesson

Read the book, giving attention to the illustrations and written text. Think about
what your students existing knowledge of space may be and how it will help them
read this book.

Do you need to do any discussion prior to reading this story to focus the students on
space?

Prepare for the follow-up activity.

Reading and thinking

Discuss with the students the objectives set for the lesson today.

Introduce the book to the students by reading the students the title and showing
them the cover illustration.

Turn to the back cover and read the students the caption that accompanies the
illustration, discuss the illustration too. Brainstorm ideas on what you may see on
a space ride. You may wish to record the students’ ideas. Encourage them to use
the illustration and their own knowledge to come up with ideas. Praise them for
their thinking and tell them that it would be useful information when they read the
story.

Begin reading the story from the title page. Discuss with the students the ‘unusual’
illustration that begins the story.

Turn to page two. Again discuss the illustration and encourage the students to use
their own knowledge to help them predict the text and what may happen next in
the story.

Read the text.

In a similar way discuss the illustration and read the text.

Continue to discuss both the illustrations and text as you read through the story.

Praise the students on their reading and thinking.

Spend a little longer discussing page eight, the last page. Ask the students, What
is the spaceship saying?  Why does it say that? I wonder why the illustrator chose to
colour the word red?

Praise the students again.
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More thinking

Focus the students’ attention back to the brainstorm that started the lesson.

What ‘space words’ were included in the story? What was not included in the story?
What other things could have been seen on a space ride?

Ask the students to complete a picture-and-caption activity by having them illustrate
and write about what they may see on their space ride. It will be okay for some
students to copy an existing page from the book, they are showing you recall.
Others may wish to ‘improvise’ by choosing another aspect of space to illustrate
and write about. By looking at the depth of their illustrations and writing you may
be able to gather information on the students’ understanding of space and their
ability to respond creatively to a task.
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