
Emergent Lesson Plan

My Friend Sam

Emergent Level 3

Lesson rationale

The students will

• Ask questions about a story
• Form and test ideas about a story

Before the lesson

Read and familiarize yourself with the story, the lesson plan and the follow-up
activity.

Prepare any resources or materials you may need for the lesson.

Reading and thinking

Tell the students that today during reading you would like to see them asking
questions about the story and helping each other out with the answers.

Introduce the story by looking at the cover illustration and reading the title.

Model questioning by asking the students, I want to know whom Sam is? I wonder
if it’s the girl in the picture?

Ask the students if anyone else has questions about the story they would like to
ask.

Provide feedback on the quality of the questions. Be specific as to why you like a
question to give all students continued opportunities to learn.

Begin reading the story on page two.

Read page two and page three.

Again ask the students for questions. Allow time for the questions to be answered.
Constantly direct the questions and answers to the information in the story, the
illustrations and the text. If the questions can’t be answered, encourage the use
of prior knowledge and previous experiences. Let the students pool their knowledge
and ideas.

Read pages four, five, six and seven.

Again encourage questions and answers. Continue to refer to the story, the text
and the illustrations. Praise those that can reason their answers or whose questions
are valid in context of the story.

Complete reading the story on page eight.

The completion of the reading may have answered some queries. Discuss those
questions that are unanswered and where answers could be found.
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More thinking

Publish some of the questions posed during the reading of this story. Display them
in the classroom alongside a copy of My Friend Sam to encourage further reading
of this book.
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