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Phonemic Awareness 

1. Manipulating sounds to make new words 

What word would we make if we dropped the first sound in each of these words? 

bright without the ‘b’ – right 

stuck without the ‘s’ – tuck 

shark without the ‘sh’ – ark 

beach without the ‘b’ – each 

place without the ‘p’ – lace 

 

What word would we make if we dropped the last sound in each of these words? 

save without the ‘v’ – say 

beach without the ‘ch’ – bee 

tried without the ‘d’ – try 

place without the ‘s’ – play 

need without the ‘d’ – knee 

whale without the ‘l’ – way 

 

2. Extension 

What word would we make if we swapped the vowel sound in the middle of each 

of these words? 

The short ‘u’ in stuck for a short ‘a’ – stack 

The short ‘i’ in did for a short ‘a’ – dad 

The short ‘o’ in song for a short ‘i’ – sing 

The long ‘e’ in beach for a short ‘a’ – batch 

The short ‘i’ in mission for a long ‘o’ – motion 



Phonics 

NOTE 

The ‘sh’ sound can be written in many different ways: ship, chef, sugar, tissue, 

station, special, anxious, tension, ocean. 

 

The most common way of writing this sound at the start and end of words is sh, 

although some words of French origin use ch (chef, champagne). 

 

When the ‘sh’ sound is inside words, it is rarely written sh. Many words have suffixes 

that begin with the ‘sh’ sound (investigation, cautious, spatial, tension, commission) 

and the ‘sh’ sound in these cases is written in different ways (ti, si, ssi). It is useful for 

students to learn about word families that contain suffixes that begin with ‘sh’ and 

have the same spelling patterns. You can use the words from Shona and Shay Save 

the Ocean to begin making word banks of nouns that end in ‘sh’ suffixes (mission, 

actions, directions), adjectives that end in ‘sh’ suffixes (precious, special) and other 

words that have ‘sh’ in the middle where it isn’t part of a suffix (cushion, fashion, 

ocean, parachute). 

 

1. Introducing the ‘sh’ sound 

Practise making the ‘sh’ sound. Ask students to repeat the words Shona, Shay and 

shark and to listen to the ‘sh’ sound at the start of these words. 

 

2. Brainstorming words that contain the ‘sh’ sound  

Brainstorm words that begin with a ‘sh’ sound (shake, shine, shiver, should, she, 

shore). 

 

Brainstorm words that end with a ‘sh’ sound (fish, wash, push, rush, rubbish, polish). 

 

Brainstorm words that have a ‘sh’ sound inside the word (fishing, ocean, action, 

direction, mission, fashion). 

 

3. Looking for the spelling patterns for the ‘sh’ sound 

Say the word ship and count the sounds. Draw three sound boxes on the board. Ask 

students to help you fill in the sound boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘sh’ 

sound. 

 

 

 

Say the word shark and count the sounds. Draw three sound boxes on the board. 

Ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘sh’ 

sound. 

 

 

 

Say the word sure and count the sounds. Draw two sound boxes on the board if the 

word is pronounced ‘sh’ ‘or’, or three sound boxes if it is pronounced ‘sh’ ‘u’ ‘r’. Ask 

sh i p 

sh ar k 



students to help you fill in the sound boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘sh’ 

sound. 

 

 

 

Say the word fish and count the sounds. Draw three sound boxes on the board. Ask 

students to help you fill in the sound boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘sh’ 

sound. 

 

 

 

Say the word ocean and count the sounds. Draw four sound boxes on the board. 

Write the word ocean on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound 

boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘sh’ sound. 

 

 

 

Say the word action and clap the syllables. Count the sounds in each syllable. Draw 

five sound boxes along with a syllable divider on the board. 

 / 

 

Write the word action on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound 

boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘sh’ sound. 

 

 / 

 

Say the word machine and clap the syllables. Count the sounds in each syllable. 

Draw five sound boxes along with a syllable divider on the board. 

 / 

 

Write the word machine on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound 

boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘sh’ sound. 

  / 

 

Say the word mission and clap the syllables. Count the sounds in each syllable. Draw 

five sound boxes along with a syllable divider on the board. 

 

 / 

 

Write the word mission on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound 

boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘sh’ sound. 

 / 

f i sh 

m a ch 

s ure

o ce a n 

a c n o ti 

     

     

i ne 

     

ssi i m o n 



 

Say the word special and clap the syllables. Count the sounds in each syllable. Draw 

six sound boxes along with a syllable divider on the board. 

  / 

 

Write the word special on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound 

boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘sh’ sound. 

 / 

 

Write the patterns you have found on the board. 

 sh s ce ti ch ssi ci 

 

Write some of the words students brainstorm for the ‘sh’ sound under these spelling 

patterns. Explain to students that these are the most common spelling patterns for 

the ‘sh’ sound, but they might find more, especially in the middle of words! 

 

4. Finding the words that contain the ‘sh’ sound in the story 

As students read Shona and Shay Save the Ocean, ask them to listen for words that 

contain the ‘sh’ sound. After reading the story through once, go back and re-read it 

a page at a time. Ask students to identify the ‘sh’ words on each page, and write 

them on the board under the correct spelling pattern. Ask students to colour-code 

the spelling patterns for the ‘sh’ sound in the words on the board.  

 

5. Extension 

Write the ‘sh’ words from the book and from students’ suggestions onto cards. 

Students could sort the cards into spelling pattern groups. They could then look at 

where in the word each spelling pattern occurs. The sh spelling, for example, will 

occur at the start, inside or at the end of words. The other ‘sh’ spelling patterns 

usually occur inside a word. 

 

Vocabulary Development 

1. Word meanings 

Use the lists of important vocabulary in the story (nouns, verbs and adjectives) on the 

inside back cover of the book to generate discussion based on students’ own 

experiences. Choose some to discuss further. 

 

For example: 

Verbs and adjectives 

Trapped, strangled, stuck are three words (verbs) that tell us Shay the shark is caught 

in the net. 

Shona the kingfish nibbled the net until Shay was free. He was sure he would die. 

Think of words (adjectives) that would describe how he felt once he was free 

(grateful, thankful, relieved, happy, ecstatic). 

      

e p s ci a l 



“It’s no good.” Shona sighed. Why did Shona sigh? How was she feeling? What 

words (adjectives) could describe her feelings? (frustrated, angry, helpless) 

 

Nouns  

Scales, fins, tail are parts of a fish.  

Kingfish, shark, whale, dolphin, clownfish, mackerel, sunfish, tuna, snapper, gurnard, 

turtle are all animals of the sea.  

Ocean, beach, waves, sand, shore are other “things” related to the sea. 

Look for all the nouns in the story and sort them into groups according to their 

meanings and how they are used. 

 

2. Synonyms 

Generate new words that could replace these ones that appear in the story: 

rubbish – litter, junk, refuse, waste 

trapped – stuck, tangled, caught 

shimmery – shiny, glittery, sparkly, glowing 

special – amazing, extraordinary, unique 

nibbled – chewed, gnawed 

 

3. Antonyms 

Think of words that mean the opposite of these ones that appear in the story: 

old – new, young 

dangerous– safe 

push – pull, tug, tow, drag 

under – over, above, on top 

 

Discuss whether each of these antonyms really means the opposite of the word as it 

is used in the story (e.g. old/young – would young apply to a fishing net?). 

Comprehension 

1. Story structure 

On Activity Sheet 1 students draw or write about the key events in this story. They 

draw a red line around the box(es) that give the story the most action and 

excitement. They can then show their page to someone who hasn’t read the story 

and tell them the story from their own sheet. 

 

2. Answering questions 

While reading the story, as well as when you have finished, develop comprehension 

with questions such as the following. 

• When Shona says, “We can’t do it! ”, Shay tells her not to give up. Why? What 

ideas does he have to help? 

• How does Wilson the whale communicate with the other fish? (He has a special 

sonar song.) What does sonar song mean? 

• There is a saying, “Many hands make light work”. What do you think that means? 

Let’s make up a saying for this story that means the same thing. Many fish 

working together made cleaning up the rubbish possible. 



• In what way have Shona and Shay saved the ocean? (By removing all the 

rubbish they have got rid of the things that made the ocean dangerous for the 

fish.) 

• Do you think it was a good idea to push all the rubbish onto the beach? Why? 

(The humans who put the rubbish into the sea had to clean up their own mess!) 

 

3. Generating questions and ideas 

Guide students to generate their own questions about the story and to relate it to 

their own experience. 

• Shona and the kingfish saved Shay from the old fishing net. Think of a question 

you could ask Shay once he was free. Put your question to the other students in 

your reading group. (How did you get tangled in the net? How did you feel when 

you were trapped in the net? How did you feel once you were free? What would 

you say to warn other fish about the dangers?) 

• On pages 18 and 19 there is a picture of all the fish and creatures who came to 

help. Can you identify each of them from the names you are given in the story? 

What do you already know about each of these creatures? Ask the others in your 

reading group what they already know about them. Where would you be able 

to find out more about them? 

• Page 23 shows a huge machine the humans are using to clean up the mess on 

the beach. Have you seen a machine like this? What machines would be the 

best to use to clear the rubbish away? 

 

4. Going beyond the story 

Guide students to explore other curriculum areas and broader issues that are raised 

in this story. 

• What do we do to clean up our beaches? Do we use machines? Write a story 

about a beach clean-up. 

• Design and draw a machine that would be the best machine ever to clean up a 

beach. Describe how it works. 

• What can we do to stop the ocean getting full of rubbish? Write a letter to the 

newspaper and tell people what they should do to keep our ocean clean and 

safe. 

• Choose one underwater creature and find out all that you can about it. Maybe 

others in your group can choose another creature and then you can share the 

information you discover. Make up a book about underwater creatures that 

contains the information your group finds. 

 

Fluency 

1. Turning the story into a play 

You could choose students in the roles of narrator, Shona, Shay and Wilson and 

others as the various underwater creatures. Each person writes out their part, then 

reads it as they act out the story.  

 



2. Identifying and classifying sea creatures 

Re-read the story, compiling a list of all the creatures it mentions. Add any other 

creatures living in the ocean that the students can think of. Sort them into different 

categories. How many different types of sea creatures are there?  

 

3. Phonics focus words 

Make up the phonics focus words into cards – either colour-code the ‘sh’ spelling 

patterns or print them in colour. These cards can be used for quick word recognition 

or for word sorts to identify spelling patterns for the ‘sh’ sound. 



ACTIVITY SHEET 1: Story Structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



Phonics focus words  

Shona action 

Shay machine 

fish mission 

ocean special 

shore direction 

push action 

she shook 

shock parachute 

shark precious 

wash shimmery 



should rubbish 

 squashed 

  

  
 


