
                         Grace’s Neighbours
by Holly Gooch
Fluent Level 16

Teacher notes by Joy Allcock

Phonemic Awareness

1. Manipulating sounds to make new words

What words would we make if we dropped the first sound in each of these words?
box without the ‘b’ - ox
drag without the ‘d’ -rag
stop  without the ‘s’ - top
crack without the ‘c’ - rack
mother without the ‘m’ - other
scared without the ‘s’ – cared
bread without the ‘b’ - red

What words would we make if we dropped the last sound in each of these words?
arm without the ‘m’ - are
Grace without the ‘s’ - grey
build without the ‘d’ - Bill
cried without the ‘d’ – cry
like without the ‘k’ - lie
plate without the ‘t’ - play

Extension

What words would we make if we swapped the vowel sound in the middle of each of these words?
The short ‘a’ in back for a short ‘oo’– book
The short ‘i’ in fix for a short ‘o’– fox
The long ‘a’ in wait for a short ‘o’ –what
The long ‘oo’ in tools for a long ‘a’ –tails
The ‘er’ in girl for a long ‘a’ – gale
The ‘oi’ in point  for a long ‘a’  – paint

Phonics  



1.  Introducing the long ‘a’ sound

Remind students that the long ‘a’ sounds like the name of the letter and that it is called a long ‘a’ 
sound because the sound can be drawn out – aaaaapron, caaaaake, daaaaaaaay

2.  Brainstorming words that contain the long ‘a’ sound 

Brainstorm words that begin with a long ‘a’ sound.
aim, aid, age, angel, agent, apron, acorn

Brainstorm words that end with a long ‘a’ sound.   
day, stray, play, tray, they, obey, sleigh

Brainstorm words that have a long ‘a’ sound inside the word
cake, tame, late, game, great, train, paint, stale, freight, eight, straight

3. Looking for the spelling patterns for the long ‘a’ sound

Say the word aim and count the sounds. Draw two sound boxes on the board.

Write the word aim on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the long ‘a’ sound.

NOTE

The Long ‘a’ sound
This sound is written in a number of common ways:

• As a syllable by itself at the start of a word (a)
a/pron, a/pex, a/phid, a/gent

• At the start of or inside a syllable – two vowels together (ai, ei,ea) or a split 
digraph (a_e)
aim, aid, ate, train, vein, mistake, great, break

• At the end of a syllable inside a word (a)
pa/per, ma/tron, la/dy, sha/dy

• At the end of a word (ay, ey)
tray, day, portray, they, survey

• Vowels plus gh patterns at the end of a syllable or word or before a t (aigh, 
eigh)
straight, eight, neigh/bour, sleigh

Students can begin to notice these spelling patterns and their attention can be drawn 
to the position of the long ‘a’ sound in the word.   Words with the eigh/aigh patterns 
can be grouped and students supported to find the situations when they might use 
these two patterns. 

ai m



Say the word agent and count the sounds.   Draw five sound boxes on the board.

Write the word agent on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the long ‘a’ sound.

Say the word play and count the sounds.  Draw three sound boxes on the board.

Write the word play  on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the long ‘a’ sound.

Say the word obey and count the sounds. Draw three sound boxes on the board.
Write the word obey on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the long ‘a’ sound.

Repeat this process with words such as great, train, gate

Write the patterns you have found on the board

 a ai a_e ay ey
Write some of the words students brainstorm under these spelling patterns.  

Say the word eighty and count the sounds. Draw three sound boxes on the board.
Write the word eighty on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the long ‘a’ sound.

Brainstorm other words that have this eigh pattern – eight, eighteen, freight, weight, neighbor,  
sleigh, neigh, weigh

Say the word straight and count the sounds. Draw five sound boxes on the board.
Write the word straight on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes.  Circle the 
spelling pattern for the long ‘a’ sound.

Explain that this is about the only word they will meet that has the aigh pattern for the long ‘a’.

a g e n t

p l ay

o b ey
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Extension

Ask students to look for a pattern in the words that have the eigh/aigh spelling for the long ‘a’ 
sound.   
Where in the word does the sound occur?  At the end of a syllable (neigh, neigh/bour, weigh, sleigh)  
and inside a syllable (eight, freight, weight).   
What do you notice about the words that have these patterns inside a syllable?  The next sound is  
always ‘t’ -  written with a letter t.

4.  Finding the words that contain the long ‘a’ sound in Grace’s Neighbours

As students read Grace’s Neighbours, ask them to listen for words that contain the long ‘a’ sound.  
When the book has been read, go back and re-read it a page at a time.   Ask students to identify the 
long ‘a’ words on each page and write them on the board under the correct spelling pattern.  Ask 
students to colour-code the spelling patterns for the long ‘a’ sound in the words on the board.  

5.  Extension

Write the long ‘a’ words from the book and from students’ suggestions onto cards.  Students could 
sort the cards into spelling pattern groups.  They could then look at where in the word the spelling 
patterns occur.   
For example: The two-vowels-together patterns occur at the start of or inside a syllable.  The ay and 
ey patterns only occur at the end of a word or root word. The aigh and eigh patterns occur at the 
end of a syllable or before a t.

Vocabulary Development

Verbs 
There are many verbs in this story.   Find the verbs in each of the following sentences.   

I’m sick of unpacking.
What does unpacking mean?
Think of some other things that might be unpacked.   Talk about a time when you unpacked 
something. (suitcase, shopping, parcel etc.) 

Grace whizzed down the hill.
What other words could you use instead of whizzed in this sentence? (sailed, flew, slid, raced)

Grace and Amina helped Grace’s dad fix the fence.
Can you think of other words to use instead of fix in this sentence? (repair, mend, build)
Talk about a time when you have fixed something.

Grace was scared.
What other words could you use instead of scared in this sentence? (frightened, afraid, worried, 
anxious).
Have you ever broken something?  Were you scared?   



 Nouns 
Neighbours
Think about your neighbours.   Talk to a partner about your neighbours.  Who lives in your 
neighbours’ house?  What are your neighbours names? Do your neighbours speak the same language 
as you?   Do you spend time with your neighbours?

Idea
What is an idea?   What was Grace’s idea (page 21).   Tell a partner about an idea you have had.  Was 
it a good idea?   Did you make your idea happen?   If not, what could you do to make your idea 
happen?

Comprehension

Story Structure
This story has a beginning, middle and end.   Think about the events that happened at the start of the 
story and how they made things happen.   What happened in the middle of the story?  How did the 
story end?   
Use Activity Sheet 1 and record the events in the Beginning, Middle and End boxes to show the 
structure of this story.

Answering Questions
 Who? Who were the two main characters in this story (Grace and Amina).
 Who were the other characters in the story (Grace’s dad, mum, baby brother Jason and 
 Amina’s mother).

What? What was the event that happened in this story that brought Grace’s family and her 
 neighbours together?

Why? Why did Grace decide to play with the empty box?
 Why was Grace scared when she saw her neighbours running towards her?
 Why did Grace not understand what her neighbours were saying?

Generating Questions
Pretend you are Grace and imagine that you and Amina can understand each other. What questions 
would you ask Amina?
Pretend you are Amina and imagine that you and Grace can understand each other. What questions 
would you ask Grace?

Characters
Look at the illustrations on pages 15, 16 and 17.    Think about what the characters look like and how 
they might be feeling and find words to describe them.
Grace  (friendly, helpful, happy etc.)
Amina (friendly, helpful, happy etc.)
Grace’s dad (busy, clever, hard-working, smiley, happy, friendly)
Amina’s mother (friendly, kind, clever, friendly, generous)



Use Activity Sheet 2.  Choose one character from the story and draw a picture of them.   In the boxes 
below, choose two words to describe their character and what happened in the story to show this 
part of their character .   

For example:  Amina’s mother – kind
Amina’s mother is kind because she baked bread for everyone.

Fluency

Phonics focus words

Make up these phonics focus words into cards – either colour-code the long ‘a’ spelling patterns or 
print them in colour.  These cards can be used for quick word recognition or for word sorts to identify 
spelling patterns for the long ‘a’ sound.   Other long ‘a’ word cards can be added to expand the words 
students are sorting by spelling pattern.

Play
Make the story into a play.   Students act out the events as they were in the story.  Students could 
write another part to the play –what happened the next day.



Phonics Focus Words

Grace hallway
Yay straight
they neighbours
okay saying
wait came
spade nails
plate Jason
great gate
clay



a_e ay
ey eigh
aigh ea
ai a



Activity Sheet 1: Story sequence

Beginning
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Middle
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

End
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



Activity Sheet 2: Characters
Draw a picture of the character you have chosen

Choose two words that describe your character and give examples from the 
story that shows these qualities

My character is_________________________________________________

___________________________

My character  is______________

because_____________________

____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________

___________________________

My character  is______________

because_____________________

____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________


