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Phonemic Awareness 

1. Manipulating sounds to make new words 

What word would we make if we dropped the first sound in each of these words? 

races without the ‘r’ – aces 

track without the ‘t’ – rack 

event without the first ‘e’ – vent 

years without the ‘y’ – ears 

many without the ‘m’ – any 

 

What word would we make if we dropped the last sound in each of these words? 

race without the ‘c’ – ray 

zoom without the ‘m’ – zoo 

move without the ‘v’ – moo 

time without the ‘m’ – tie 

out without the ‘t’ – ow!  

 

2. Extension 

What word would we make if we swapped the vowel sound in the middle of each 

of these words? 

The short ‘u’ in luck for a short ‘i’ – lick 

The long ‘a’ in race for a long ‘i’– rice 

The short ‘i’ in spin for a short ‘u’ – spun 

The short ‘o’ in long for a short ‘u’ – lung 

The long ‘o’ in those for a long ‘e’ – these 

The short ‘oo’ in good for an ‘ar’ – guard 

 



Phonics 

NOTE 

The ‘v’ sound is most commonly written with the letter v, with the exception of the 

word of, where it is written with f. 

 

In English spelling, words do not end in v – the v is always followed by e. In many 

words, there is an e at the end of the word because it is part of a split digraph 

spelling pattern for a long vowel sound (gave, move, dive, drove). Words that end 

with ‘v’ with a spelling pattern that does not involve a long vowel split digraph must 

still end in ve (have, give, love, leave).  

 

A Special Event uses many words that contain the ‘v’ sound in different positions. 

These words can be used to demonstrate the appropriate spelling pattern for the ‘v’ 

sound at the end of a word. Students could be set the challenge of trying to find 

words that end in ‘v’ where there is no e following the v. They will find the word rev! 

 

1. Introducing the ‘v’ sound 

Practise making the ‘v’ sound. Ask students to repeat the words very, voice, and vet 

and to listen to the ‘v’ sound at the start of these words. 

 

2. Brainstorming words that contain the ‘v’ sound  

Brainstorm words that begin with a ‘v’ sound (van, vet, voice, view, very, vain, 

victory). 

 

Brainstorm words that end with a ‘v’ sound (love, above, have, curve, move, arrive, 

of). 

 

Brainstorm words that have a ‘v’ sound inside the word (seven, eleven, river, waving, 

invitation, shovel, oven, every). This is quite a difficult task so you might need to give 

clues such as the following: 

This word is a number that follows six. Seven. 

A small amount of water flows along in a stream; a large amount of water flows 

in a … river. 

 

3. Looking for the spelling patterns for the ‘v’ sound 

Say the word of and count the sounds. Draw two sound boxes on the board. 

 

 

 

Write the word of on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes. 

Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘v’ sound. 

 

 

 

Say the word very and count the sounds. Draw four sound boxes on the board. 
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Write the word very on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound 

boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘v’ sound. 

 

 

 

Say the word event and count the sounds. Draw five sound boxes on the board. 

 

 

 

 

Write the word event on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound 

boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘v’ sound. 

 

 

 

Say the word curve and count the sounds. Draw three sound boxes on the board. 

 

 

 

Write the word curve on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound 

boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘v’ sound. 

 

 

 

Say the word revving and count the sounds. Draw five sound boxes on the board. 

 

 

 

Write the word revving on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound 

boxes. Circle the spelling pattern for the ‘v’ sound. 

 

 

 

Write the patterns you have found on the board. 

  f v ve vv 

 

Write some of the words students brainstorm for the ‘v’ sound under these spelling 

patterns. 

 

Explain to students that these are the most common spelling patterns for the ‘v’ 

sound, but they might find more! 

 

4. Finding the words that contain the ‘v’ sound in the story 

As students read A Special Event, ask them to listen for words that contain the ‘v’ 

sound.  

 

After reading the book through once, go back and re-read it a page at a time. Ask 

students to identify the ‘v’ words on each page, and write them on the board under 

r e v v i ng 
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the correct spelling pattern. Ask students to colour-code the spelling patterns for the 

‘v’ sound in the words on the board. 

 

5. Extension 

Write the ‘v’ words from the book and from students’ suggestions onto cards. 

Students could sort the cards into spelling pattern groups. They could then look at 

where in the word each spelling pattern occurs. The v spelling, for example, occurs 

at the beginning or inside words. 

 

Students could then identify the words that end with a ‘v’ sound and sort them into 

the different spelling patterns. They will find two spelling patterns within this group: f 

and ve. 

 

If they can discriminate between short vowel sounds and other vowel sounds, ask 

them to decide what vowel sounds come before/next to the vv pattern. They will 

find that all the vv words have a short vowel sound before the ‘v’ when another 

sound follows the ‘v’. 

 

Vocabulary Development 

1. Word meanings 

Use the lists of important vocabulary in the story (nouns, verbs and adjectives) on the 

inside back cover of the book to generate discussion based on students’ own 

experiences. 

 

Choose some to discuss further. 

 

For example: 

Verbs – watching, cheering, revving 

These are ‘doing’ words. 

What would you do at the car races? When would you be waving? Cheering? 

Rushing? Why would the car engines be revving? 

Gavin breathes in the smell of hot rubber. Does this mean he stopped breathing air?  

 

Adjectives 

These are describing words 

Gavin’s Mum felt nervous about doing a lap in the winning car. Tell us a time when 

you felt nervous. What was happening to your body when you felt nervous? What 

does nervous mean? 

Think of some other words that could describe how you might feel when you were 

going to do something exciting. 

 

Nouns – car, track, event, curves, voice 

Make a list of all the things you might see at the car races.  

Describe each of these words. Can you see the thing that each one names? If so, 

what does it look like? What is its purpose – what is it used for? Give some examples. 

 



2. Synonyms 

Generate new words that could replace these ones that appear in the story: 

track – circuit, raceway 

event – happening, occurrence 

nervous – worried, uneasy, anxious, scared 

over – finished, ended, completed, stopped 

 

3. Antonyms 

Generate words that mean the opposite of these ones that appear in the story: 

win – lose, fail 

love – hate, dislike 

curve – straight (see page 6 for a clue) 

straight is OK  It is on the page describing the curves and the liong straight on the 

race track arrive – leave, depart 

exciting – boring, uninteresting 

 

Discuss whether each of these antonyms really means the opposite of the word as it 

is used in the story. 

 

Comprehension1. Story structure 

On Activity Sheet 1 students draw or write about the key events in this story. They 

draw a red line around the box(es) that give the story the most action and 

excitement. They can then show their page to someone who hasn’t read the story 

and tell the story from their own sheet. 

 

2. Answering questions 

While reading the story, as well as when you have finished, develop comprehension 

with questions such as the following. 

• Why are these car races such a “special event”? (The track they are going to has 

been open for 10 years.)  

• Why does Mum’s ticket have the number seven on it? (Everyone’s ticket has a 

number on it and the person with the winning number gets a lap in the winning 

car.) 

• Gavin’s mum says, “I’d feel very nervous in a racing car.” Why does she say this? 

How would you feel? 

• Gavin is sure he won’t have the winning ticket. Why does he think that? (There 

are so many people at the track so his chances of winning are very small.) 

• “Gavin covers his ears with his hands.” Why did he do that? (The noise of the cars 

is so loud.) 

• Gavin’s mum has the winning ticket. She gives it to Gavin. How does he feel? 

How do you know he feels like that? How would you feel if you were Gavin? 

 

3. Generating questions and ideas 

Guide students to generate their own questions about the story and to relate it to 

their own experience. 



• Have a look through the book. Find a page that has something on it that you 

would like to know more about. Ask the others in your group about it. Talk about 

their answers. Do you think they are right? 

• Pretend that Gavin is in your class at school and he is telling the class about his 

experience at the car races. Think of some questions you would like to ask him 

(What did he enjoy most about being at the races? How did he feel when his 

mum gave him the winning ticket? What did it feel like riding in the winning car?). 

Have turns being Gavin and each person puts their question to a new Gavin. 

• On page 4 there is a picture of all the people queuing to get into the car races. 

Have you ever had to queue for an event? What was the event? How did it feel 

having to wait with so many people to get into the event? In your group, discuss 

the events that you each have had to queue for. Ask the others what it was like.  

• Pages 5–7 show Gavin and his family sitting in the stand above the track 

watching the races. What events might you go to where you can sit in a 

grandstand like that? Think of what you could ask the others in your group about 

their experiences watching events from a grandstand (What were they 

watching? Could they see better from the stand?). 

• Have you ever sat in a grandstand and watched an event? Describe what it was 

and what happened. 

 

Fluency 

1. Turning the story into a play 

You could choose students in the roles of narrator, Gavin, his mum and dad, and 

each person then reads their part as they act out the story. Alternatively, groups of 

students could read each part as a Reader’s Theatre. 

 

2. Preparing for and recording an interview 

Students work in pairs, one in the role of a reporter for the local radio station and the 

other in the role of Gavin. The reporter is to interview Gavin about his experiences at 

the car races and how he felt riding with the driver of the winning car for the final 

lap, and prepares by writing down the questions they want to ask him. The student in 

the role of Gavin will need to prepare their answers. Each pair records their 

interview. 

3. Phonics focus words 

Make up the phonics focus words into cards – either colour-code the ‘v’ spelling 

patterns or print them in colour. These cards can be used for quick word recognition 

or for word sorts to identify spelling patterns for the ‘v’ sound.   

 

 



ACTIVITY SHEET 1: Story structure 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



Phonics focus words  

voice very love 

Gavin event of 

have above over 

believe even give 

seven everyone ever 

nervous arrive driver 

curves move waving 

You’ve I’ve driver 

revving heavens  
 


