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It still feels like summer but grape harvest here in Wine Country is

beginning and this issue of THE BUZZ celebrates an explosion of new

colors.  We've done some terrific custom colors lately in both paint

and Holy Grail.  This is one busy hive!

 

PALETTE BOOSTER SET ‐ NEW!
We have added a set of seven colors

designed to enhance your studio work. 

These are smaller size ready to use blocks

of paint which need medium added only if

you want to increase transparency.  Colors

are Naples Yellow, Yellow Ochre,

Cadmium Orange Light, Venetian Red,

Studio Pink, Azure Blue, and Thalo Blue. 

Each of the colors (except Naples Yellow) is made from a single

pigment so your mixes will be clean and sharp.

Louise Bourgeois at the Guggenheim 
(With a Little Bit of Wax) ‐ Joanne Mattera

Louise Bourgeois, that creative force of nature nearing the century

mark, is the subject of a museum‐wide retrospective at the

Guggenheim Museum in New York City through September 12. Her

arc spans Surrealism, Modernism, Pop, Feminism, and Installation

Art, and her oeuvre‐essentially figurative and narrative‐includes

work in wood, stone, metal, fabric and found objects. Wax, too.

She's the original material girl, employing materials that serve her

means and message.

I'll have a full report on the exhibition in the Joanne Mattera Art Blog

just as the exhibition comes to a close, but in the meantime I

thought you might like to see this piece, Red Room (Child), one of

the many autobiographical  "cells," or enclosed installations

Bourgeois made in the Nineties. The mood of these cells is dreamlike

and surreal, with fact and metaphor interwoven in ways that are

clear, perhaps, only to the artist.  The two pairs of hands on the

pedestal in the center of the image are carved from red wax

(presumably casting wax), as are what appear to be viscera at the

right of the frame. 
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After much success at
Montserrat College of Art in
June, I am teaching the full
day class at other locations
in the US.  For starters,
September 21 is nearly full
and there is limited space in
September 28 class in
Sonoma.  Classes are small
and lunch plus all materials
are included, $150.  Contact
me for information.



Louise Bourgeois
Red Room (Child), 1994
Mixed media
83 x 139 x 108"; 210.8 x 353 x
274.3 cm.
Collection Musee d'art
contemporain de Montreal 
Photo: Marcus Schneider,
courtesy of the Guggenheim
Museum
© Louise Bourgeois
It helps to know that
Bourgeois's parents ran a
tapestry restoration
business in Choisy,
France, early in the 20th
century. Hands and
fingers are, of course, intimately involved with the manipulation of
warp and weft. But Bourgeois's parents had a difficult marriage (pere
was sleeping with the live‐in nanny), and little Louise felt betrayed.
So hands suggest not just work but a tender touch and its absence.
Red is blood, life, heart, love, heartbreak. Those cones and spools of
thread simply reinforce that tangled emotional web. Perhaps this is
why the spider appears with some frequency in her work as well.
'Louise Bourgeois' will be at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los
Angeles, from October 26 through January 25, 2009. It will then
travel to the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden in Washington,
DC, where it will remain from February 26 through May 17, 2009.  ‐
JM  

JEFF SCHALLER ‐ one month away ~ 
October 11‐12  

Encaustic portraiture at its most tantalizing! 
Jeff will be in Sonoma, CA teaching a very
small class for a day of demo and a day for
artists to paint with his guidance.  We are so
proud to host this Master Class!
 

        NEW COLORS

TEAL         and             LAVENDER 
        
 are now on the website!

As always, email or phone me with any questions.  Next month I'll
share some of the more interesting contacts.
 

Sincerely,
 
Hylla Evans
Evans Encaustics
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