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As you know better than anyone, 
unfamiliar words are one of the biggest 
barriers to text comprehension.  For this 
reason, a rich vocabulary is a strong 
predictor of future academic success. 
The more words children know, the 
further they’ll go. 

But children don’t pick up enough new 
words from reading alone. By using words 
in context and talking about meanings, 
new vocabulary sticks. According to 
research, learning a small number of 
words thoroughly, on a regular basis, is 
proven to be more effective than learning 
a large chunk all in one go. What’s more, 
discussing words with children is key 
to fostering word consciousness    an 
awareness of and interest in language 
that sticks with them for life. 

Dear Educator,

Mrs Wordsmith Storyteller’s Dictionary, 
Storyteller’s Word a Day and Storyteller’s 
Card Game were designed for children 
aged 7-11, aiming to equip them with the 
vocabulary that will take their reading 
comprehension and narrative writing 
to the next level. The resources in the 
Storyteller’s series consist of hilarious 
illustrations that make the meaning of 
abstract words more tangible, child-
friendly definitions, data-based selected 
word pairs for each word, frequency 
data, etymologies, and story-starters to 
give you a variety of content to choose 
from, based on your students’ needs and 
interests. This handout is here to provide 
you with some more tips on how to make 
the most of the Storyteller’s products 
in your classroom.

http://mrswordsmith.com
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Acquire a wide vocabulary for reading, 
writing and spoken language

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding

Give well-structured descriptions, 
explanations and narratives for 
different purposes, including for 
expressing feelings

Write clearly, accurately and coherently, 
adapting language and style in and for 
a range of contexts, purposes 
and audiences

Understand relationships between words 
and nuances in meaning

Apply knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes (morphology and 
etymology), both to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of new words

Key Stage 2 British National 
Curriculum objectives 
addressed

Storyteller’s
Illustrated
Dictionary

Storyteller’s
Word a Day

Storyteller’s
Card Game

Curriculum
ObjeCtive
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Teaching a new word each day 
increases students’ word 
consciousness, while regular 
exposures to new words 
establish a routine.

Your daY isn't epic 
until yOu've learned 
a new wOrd

RESEARCH INSIGHTS

Developing word 
consciousness and 
learning a new 
word every day

Word-conscious children are able to 
confront new vocabulary as they 
encounter it and are more likely to 
infer the meaning of unfamiliar words 
by themselves. Thus, this kind of word 
learning is much more effective than 
cramming at the last minute.

Why a Word a Day?
Vocabulary learning is most effective 
when it becomes a habit. By repeating the 
same type of activity, the cognitive barrier 
of having to understand a new task is 
removed. That’s one less obstacle for a 
child learning a new word.

At the same time, practice is most 
effective when it is spread out over time. 
Spaced repetition makes new vocabulary 
easier to remember and facilitates 
transference of students’ learning from 
one context to another.

What is word 
consciousness?
Word consciousness is an active 
awareness of and interest in the words 
you learn. It goes beyond simply learning 
new vocabulary by rote. A word-conscious 
child explores subtle nuances of meaning 
and appreciates the complex relationship 
that words have with each other.

For example, by actively interacting with 
more and more words, kids will come to 
realise things about words such as:

•  that the suffix -less in flawless and 
    speechless means without

•  that the difference between tired                              
    and exhausted is one of degree

•  what overgrown, overjoyed, and   
    overpowering have in common

http://mrswordsmith.com
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5-minute Daily Habit 
using storYteller's 
Word a DaY

Preparation
•  Place Storyteller’s Word a Day on your        
    desk or a surface from where it will be 
    visible to all students. 

•  Make all students feel involved by 
    asking a different student to turn the 
    page every day.

Daily habit 
lesson plan
Say that the word of the day is idyllic. You 
can follow these steps with your class:

•  Say: Say the word together.

•  Look: Look at the illustration and talk 
    about what the word means.

•  Talk about the additional information: 
    Briefly discuss the etymology at the 
    back page, or read aloud the literature 
    excerpt showing how the word is 
    used in context.
 
•  Talk about word pairs: Go through 
    the common word pairs included on the 
    back page. Ask students to think about  
    what an idyllic countryside and an
    idyllic childhood have in common. 

•  Talk about synonyms: Go through the  
    synonyms included on the back page 
    and ask students to come up with      
    more. Discuss in what ways they may   
    differ, e.g. although synonyms have    
    roughly the same meaning, they often  
    belong to a different register or carry 
    different connotations. Talking about 
    these differences increases children’s 
    word consciousness and helps them 
    make better word choices in their 
    speaking and writing. 

After using this method a few
times, you will find that it quickly 
becomes automatic.

LESSON PLANS AND TIPS

HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF 
THE STORYTELLER’S PRODUCTS 
IN YOUR CLASS

http://mrswordsmith.com
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General tips
Use the new words all day 
in different classes. 
Students’ exposure to the new word 
shouldn’t end here. Embedding learning in 
class by using the word in context across 
different subjects shows your students 
that the words they learn have diverse 
real-life applications. So challenge your 
students to use the words outside the time 
dedicated to vocabulary and reward them 
when they do so.

Create a thematic wall. 
You can display the words that students 
are learning on a word-wall so that they 
can refer to them throughout the week. 
We recommend changing the words on 
display often, otherwise displays can 
become wallpaper that children 
stop noticing.

Extra challenge
If you want to devote more time and your 
students are up for more challenge, you 
can also do the following:

•  Talk about antonyms: Ask students to  
    come up with antonyms for the word.

•  Make a story: Read aloud the ‘tell a 
    story’ on the back page and do one of 
    the following:

    • Give students a few minutes to
 come up with a short story, take 
 rough notes, and then volunteer 
 to share it with the class. They 
 can work in small groups or 
 on their own.

    • Collectively brainstorm with the   
 class while you are keeping rough   
 notes on the board, and construct a  
 short story together.

http://mrswordsmith.com
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Recap and 
extension 
using 
Storyteller’s 
Dictionary
Storyteller’s Dictionary is organised 
around the six building blocks that make 
a good story    Action, Character, Emotion, 
Setting, Taste and Smell, Weather. Each 
theme is further divided into topics to help 
make storytelling simple. For example, 
within Character you will find beautiful 
words, confident words, shy or uncertain 
words, etc. Each of these topics contains 
6 words around which you can form a 
lesson.

•  The division of each building block into 
    topics provides you with an easy way 
    to review and compare the words you 
    have covered and gives your students 
    the opportunity to make high-level   
    choices about language. 

•  This thematic categorisation also   
    gives students a way to organize their 
    knowledge and access it more easily 
    when they need it.

Lesson plan using 
Storyteller’s 
Dictionary
Say you want to cover or revise the topic 
outdoor words within settings. You can 
follow these steps:

•  Prepare: Ask your students to make 
    a list of things they can find in 
    the outdoors.

•  Show: Go through the definitions and  
    illustrations of the 6 outdoor words.   
    Ask students to sort them into positive, 
    negative, or neutral.

•  Practice: Students work in groups to 
    construct a word map, starting from the 
    6 words in the category discussed and 
    the common word pairs of each (e.g.  
    desert, landscape, jungle, forest), and 
    then adding related words for each.

•  Go! Ask your students to describe 
    exploring the outdoors in search of an 
    undiscovered species of animal or 
    plant, using the word map they   
    constructed to help them. Their 
    description can be presented orally in 
    class, or in brief text.

http://mrswordsmith.com
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More 
activity ideas

For more variety or for when you have 
more time to devote to vocabulary, 
here are some fun ideas that need zero 
preparation and equipment.

Activity 1
Storytelling word maps: 
Use the storytelling word map template 
on the next page and ask your students 
to complete it to help them organise 
their vocabulary and ideas. Once they 
complete it, ask them to construct 
their own story.

Activity 2
Ask your students which scenario suits the 
word you are discussing.

Example: “If what I say can be described 
as idyllic, say ‘Idyllic!’”

•  I drove through the countryside 
    which was picturesque and had           
    gorgeous views. 

•  He remembered his childhood with 
    nostalgia as those were the most 
    carefree and fun years of his life. 

•  The mountain’s slope was totally bare, 
    without any trees or vegetation, making 
    it harder to climb.

Activity 3
Ask students to come up with their own 
scenarios for words. 
Example: “What situation would 
make someone say...”: 

•  “I am totally ecstatic.” 

•  “I am inconsolable.” 

•  “I am speechless.”

Activity 4
Ask students to say what a certain person 
would have to do to be described with a 
certain word. 
Example: “How might a cook/musician/
basketball player/teacher show that 
they are…”: 

• Innovative 

• Perceptive
 
• Masterful

Activity 5
Split the class into teams. Write one of 
the words in the Storyteller’s Illustrated 
Dictionary on a piece of paper and write 
its word pairs on the back. Hold up the 
word and ask your students to guess its 
word pairs. Any team that guesses a 
word pair that’s written on the back gets 
a point. Any team that comes up with 
valid word pairs that aren’t on the list 
gets two points.

http://mrswordsmith.com
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character
What are the main characters like?

Storytelling word map

Choose suitable words from the dictionary.

action

setting weather

action
What do the characters do and how?

setting
What is the setting like?

weather
What is the weather like?

emotion
How do the characters feel?

taste & smell
How do the things your characters 

eat and use taste and smell?

This sTory is about: 
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Using Storyteller’s 
Card Game in the 
classroom

What’s inside?
•  300 epic word cards with illustrations,     
    definitions, and helpful word pairs.

•  200 story cards.

Get it ready
•  Put all the story cards face down in a   
    pile in the middle. 

•  Deal 10 illustrated word cards to 
    each player.

How to play
•  Players take turns to be the Master 
    Storyteller. The first Master Storyteller is 
    the player to the left of the dealer.

•  The Master Storyteller picks up a story 
    card and reads it aloud, e.g. Words for… 
    a haunted castle.

•  The other players each pick one word 
    card from their hand that they think 
    best fits the story card. 

•  Players put their chosen cards in a pile 
    in the middle, with the illustrations 
    facing up.

•  The Master Storyteller picks up the pile   
    of illustrations and reads each one, 
    before deciding which one fits best. 

•  The person who contributed the winning 
    card keeps the story card.

•  The first person to collect five story    
    cards wins.

Use the Storyteller’s Card Game as a fun 
and engaging way for your students to 
recap and practice the Storytelling words 
they’ve covered and learn new ones. Here 
are the instructions of the game as well as 
some extra tips on how to make the most 
of it in class:
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Make a story with 
the words 
A simpler idea for using the cards with 
a bigger group of children is to split 
students into teams and then ask each 
team to draw one story card and ten word 
cards. Then challenge them to come up 
with a brief story around the topic of the 
story card by using as many of the ten 
words in the word cards as possible. For 
each word they use (in an adequate way), 
they get one point. The team that collects 
the most points wins.

Guess the word

An even simpler way to use the cards 
in class is this: Given that the word 
cards only have an illustration on one 
side, students can take turns trying to 
remember or guess the word based 
on the illustration.

http://mrswordsmith.com
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Introducing Epic Word Adventure - our first ever 
mobile game teaches kids thousands of words as they 

scoot, explore, and play.

Grab your scooter and explore Blabberville, an ever-
expanding 3D city powered by words. Everything kids 

see in Epic Word Adventure, from avatar outfits to 
scooters, has rich vocabulary attached to it.  Kids can 
select avatar outfits with names such as extravagant 

lobster, and sassy airkiss. 

Kids will be having so much fun that they won’t 
believe it’s educational.

Try for free!

dumplings

imagine

check out our 
Mobile app

assemble

conveyor
belt
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