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This 246 page pack was created to help 
children excel at 11+ and KS2 Teacher 
Assessments.

Developed with assessment experts and 
teachers and includes:
• Story Graphs to help kids structure stories
• Grammar & Technique Spotlights
• Story Kits with xx writing prompts
• Descriptive vocabulary words for
each prompt
• Easy-to-follow mark schemes to help kids
succeed in writing assessments
• Does not overlap in content with our
Storyteller’s range



How to Write a Story is designed to give kids everything 
they need to write a story on their own. It provides them 
with the tools, tips, and vocabulary to make it easy and 
fun to plan and write captivating stories that are well 

structured, richly descriptive, and exciting to read.

What’s inside?

introduction

The fi rst section is called Story Shapes. It shows children 
how to create graphs to plan a character’s journey, their 
ups and downs, and how they change from the beginning, 
through the middle, to the end of a story. 

The graphs are illustrated to help children imagine what 
a good story looks like and where the di� erent pieces fall 
into place. It’s simple, clear, and fun.

The second part of the printable includes 26 Story Kits for 
school or home use. They are perfect for exam prep, and 
they include: 

• Illustrated writing prompts to fi re kids’ imaginations
• Targeted questions for each prompt to help kids plan 

their writing 
• Curated vocabulary lists for each prompt to enrich 

kids’ writing and build confi dence.

story shapes

story kits

The second part of the printable includes 26 Story Kits for 
school or home use. They are perfect for exam prep, and 
they include: 

• 

The fi rst section is called Story Shapes. It shows children 
how to create graphs to plan a character’s journey, their 
ups and downs, and how they change from the beginning, 

The graphs are illustrated to help children imagine what 
a good story looks like and where the di� erent pieces fall 

© 2020 Mrs Wordsmith Ltd. mrswordsmith.com    How to Write a Story    Introduction    4



Using How to Write a Story 
in three simple steps

introduction

Step 1: Read through ‘Story Shapes’ with your child. 
It’s fun and beautifully illustrated.

Step 2: Print the four story shape graphs, hang them 
on the wall, or just keep them handy.

Step 3: Choose a Story Kit (illustrated writing 
prompt) to inspire you. It’s time to get writing!

Then once you’ve written your story, you can simply 
mark it yourself!

Mark Schemes with Checklists UK
Our mark schemes are closely aligned to those used 
by schools and exam boards. Designed with the help 
of experts, we provide further detail to let you know 
how stories are assessed.
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Who is your character? The character is not in 
a good situation. Our chef has been fired by the 

fancy restaurant and he’s totally fallen out of love 
with cooking.

Rags to Riches
Very Bad, Good, Bad, and Very Good

What happens to them? But then, out of 
nowhere, good things start to happen. Suddenly, 
inspiration strikes our chef. He’s going to start his 

own taco business!

 

And then what happens? Disaster! The tacos are 
dangerously spicy. They’re inedible!

story

shapes

VERY BAD

BAD

good

very good

1

2

3

4

How does your character change?  
An unexpected, lucky twist saves the day.  

Our chef finds a way to fix the recipe and his taco 
truck is a huge success.
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Rags to Riches
Very Bad, Good, Bad, and Very Good

beginning middle end

good 
things

bad
things

Plato is fi red as 
chef at fancy 

restaurant

He smells a spicy 
taco and is inspired 

to make some

The fi rst batch is 
dangerously spicy

He perfects the recipe 
and starts a successful 

food truck business

2

3

4

1

story

graphs

bad

Plato is fi red as 
chef at fancy 

restaurant

middle

The fi rst batch is 
3

taco and is inspired 

4
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The key to describing a character is to show the 
reader what your character is like in a variety of 
di� erent ways. How does your character look, feel, 
and behave?
 
You want to create a picture of your character in the 
reader’s mind. The best way to do this is to use words 
that show, not tell.
 

Showing is far more interesting than telling! 
Let’s try one more example - if you wanted your 
reader to understand that your characters felt happy...

spotlight ON…

For example, if you wanted 
your reader to understand that 
your character felt angry...
This is telling: “Oz was angry.”
This is showing: “Red faced 
and with clenched fi sts, Oz 
stormed out of the room.”

 This is telling: “Yin and Yang 
were happy.”
This is showing: “Yin and 
Yang’s faces lit up as they 
leapt joyfully into the air.”

CHARACTERS
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STRETCHING THE MOMENT

When you are describing something important in 
your story, you should build on that thought or idea 
with more and more detail. Don’t just state what 
happened. Pause and take the time to describe it in 
detail. 
 
Build the tension.

Streeeeeetch the moment. 
 
The most important moment of your story might 
only last a second in real time, but you might want 
to give it longer in your writing, maybe even a whole 
paragraph! 
 
We use the three sentence rule. Answer these three 
questions to stretch the moment:

• What can your character see?
• What can your character hear, taste, or smell?
• What does your character feel?

Here’s an example called “The World’s Spiciest 
Pepper”

What can your character see?
As Plato bit down into the chili pepper, 
his vision instantly blurred and his eyes 
began to water. 

What can your character hear, taste, 
or smell?
He heard the blood pumping in his 
ears as the spicy taste overwhelmed 
him.  

What does your character feel?
Sweat poured from his forehead. 
His mouth was on fi re and his nostrils 
fumed like industrial furnaces.

spotlight ON…



Name: COMPLETE THE EXERCISE
TO EARN a STAR
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story kit 2

questions

What happens to them?

1. What kind of virtual 
reality does one of the 
characters enter?

2. What does it look, smell, 
and sound like in the virtual 
reality?

3. How do they get trapped 
there?

4. How do they feel about 
being trapped?

5. Do they try to escape? 
How? Does the other 
character try to help them 
escape? 

How do they change?

1. How do the characters 
feel about virtual reality 
after this? 

2. Will they try it again? 
How will they stop 
the same thing from 
happening?

3. Did this experience 
bring the characters closer 
together or did it tear their 
relationship apart? 

4. What have they learned 
about each other?

5. What would they do 
di� erently next time?

Who is your character?

1. How do these characters 
know each other? Are they 
friends? Siblings? Enemies?

2. What do these 
characters like or dislike 
about each other?

3. What do they look like? 
What are they wearing?

4. What are their 
personalities like? Are they 
silly or smart? Generous or 
selfi sh?

5. Do they want to enter 
a virtual reality? Are they 
excited or nervous? 

Write a story about:

being trapped
 in virtual reality

But fi rst it’s time 

to plan your story! 

prompt
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vocabulary
Find the right words

Choose some word pairs to use in your 
story. See example. And choose some 

strong adjectives and verbs.

For example: desperate escape or vivid story

Word Pairs adjectives Verbs

glitch 

funny

major

visual

temporary

•

story

gripping

ridiculous

compelling

vivid 

•

music

disco

electronic

epic

ambient

simulation 

simple

realistic 

interactive 

immersive

•

video game 

violent

classic

multiplayer

addictive

•

escape 

lucky

attempted

miraculous

desperate

rejoiced 

infiltrated 

launched 

plummeted 

tumbled 

tripped 

imprisoned 

ambushed 

ensnared 

apprehended 

bound  

dodged 

escaped  

crept  

sprinted  

lunged 

disappeared 

vanished 

bu�ered 

downloaded 

crashed 

glitched 

simulated 

engrossed

realistic 

true-to-life 

believable 

uncanny 

hooked 

gripped 

disorientated 

exhilarating 

tentative  

wary 

augmented 

alternate 

inescapable 

remarkable 

undetected 

automated 

addicted  

agile
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experience 

unique

unforgettable

surreal

eye-opening

•

technology 

smart

innovative

cutting-edge

outdated

•

trap 

sticky

devious

inescapable

diabolical

•

virtual reality 

headset 

bulky

wireless

noise-cancelling

malfunctioning
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story

graph

What shape does your story 
take? Draw it here and label 

the parts.

Answer these questions and 
plot them on the graph of 

good things and bad things.

beginning

beginning

middle

middle

end

end

how has my 
character changed?

what happens to 
my character?

who is my character?

good 
things

bad
things
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story

graph

What shape does your story 
take? Draw it here and label 

the parts.

Answer these questions and 
plot them on the graph of 

good things and bad things.

beginning

beginning

middle

middle

end

end

how has my 
character changed?

what happens to 
my character?

who is my character?

good 
things

bad
thingsthingsthingsthings
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Write your story here!

my

story

my

storystory
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my

story Write your story here!




