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T R E N D I N G 

STAY WARM, 
COOL, DRY,  
AND FLY WITH 
“PERFORMANCE 
DENIM” 
■  If Iron Man had 
sex with Pepper 
Potts and she gave 
birth to a bolt of fab-
ric, it would be per-
formance denim: 
strong, uncannily 

■ Ten-hut! As fall/winter 
accessories go,  

military-style dog tags defi-
nitely have us at attention.

We’re not alone. Ann Foley, 
costume designer for the 
ABC hit Marvel’s Agents of 
S.H.I.E.L.D., is a big fan. 

“Military looks are  
showing up everywhere  
on the men’s runway this 
season, from Rag & Bone  
to Balmain to J.Crew,” she 
says. “They’re equated  
with strength. Plus, they’re  
utilitarian and minimalistic, 
which makes them chic.” 
(Especially this set, left,  
by Karen Karch, of 10k gold  
and blackened silver.)

Below, some style notes 
from Foley to help you pull 
off the look: 

Performance denim 
(left), made with 
T400 and elastane 
and offering “95% 
recovery and less 
than 1% growth.” 
Translation: They’ll 
stretch out only 1%, 
then bounce back to 
near-perfect shape.

 Assistant editor 
Ben Radding stole—
uh, tested—the 7’s, 

B E S T  WAY  T O  W E A R  T H E M ? 

“Dog tags go with just about any style 
of shirt. But unless you’re [flamboy-
ant fashion designer] Karl Lagerfeld, I 
wouldn’t wear them over a tie.”  

C H A I N  L E N G T H ? 
“It varies from person to person, but 
I’d say 20–30 inches.”

U N B U T T O N  Y O U R  S H I R T  T O  S H O W 

T H E M  O F F ?  “Some guys can make 
that look work without being 
cheesy—it depends on your personal 
style.” [She’s being nice. Don’t do it.] 
“But just seeing the chain disappear-
ing inside the shirt can be sexy.”

A L O N E ,  O R  W I T H  O T H E R  J E W E L R Y ? 

“The dog tags themselves make a 
very strong statement and look best 
when worn alone.”

E N G R AV E D  O R  P L A I N ? 

“They look great engraved—you can 
add an important date or a person’s 
name. Quotes do well as engravings, 
too, much like a tattoo.”

flexible, and damn 
good-looking.

The new “athlei-
sure” wear is crop-
ping up everywhere. 
Joe’s Jeans’ Fahren-
heit line uses a Ther-
molite/Lycra blend 
that repels mois-
ture while trapping 
air for warmth. Flex 
Jeans by Guess fea-
ture Powerdenim, 
a cotton/spandex 
mix for a more rigid 
look with an athletic 
feel. And Wrangler is 
testing its own ver-
sion made of high-
tech CoolMax.   

Then there’s 7 For 
All Mankind’s Luxe 

Our Style Svengali on: Shoes
Irreverent observations from our sartorial secret agent

“ Enough with the bright-colored shoes. 
You don’t want to look like a clown.”

“ Pairing sneakers with a suit keeps you 
from blending in with “the suits.”

“ Trashed dress shoes can kill your act.  
Get a shine!”

SOLDIER ON: 
DOG TAGS, 

AN AUTUMN  
STYLE STAPLE, 

I.D. YOU AS A  
GUY WITH  

SOME EDGE. 

and reported: “These 
are the most  
comfortable jeans 
I’ve ever worn. They 
feel like sweats, 
but look like I care 
enough about my 
appearance to 
not actually wear 
sweats.” 

That was three 
weeks ago. He’s still 
wearing them. — N . C .

Mainstreaming

Dog tags:   
KAREN KARCH
Want it?  
See page 158.

7 heaven . We fell hard 
for 7 For All Mankind’s 
high-tech jeans.

MEN’S FITNESS, November 2014
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UP CLOSE & PERSONAL

QUESTIONNAIRETHELOOK

“Obvious beauty bores me,” says Karen Karch. She’s 
explaining the evolution of her trademark claws, a 
chunkier, more jagged version of your everyday prong. 
“An unpredictable, if not slightly dark, juxtaposition 
creates the poetry.” Plus, the claws mix so well with 
vines—another of the designer’s signatures, which she’s 
been winding through her hand-textured gold and silver 
jewels for some 20 years. Later, she was “seduced” by 
the rose, not to mention the thorns. And as they say, 
every rose has its thorn. —Melissa Rose Bernardo 

Age: Just turned 50 in July! 
Number of years in the biz: 25.
Number of employees you oversee: Currently 
 operating in chic old-school mode, as a mom-and-pop 
shop boutique/atelier in the Gramercy Park area, with 
a fabulous team of talented contractors.
Family and pets: My husband, Frank, and my 
 Australian cattle dog, Spitfi re, are my world. 
Describe your personal style: I am a luxe grunge, 
ugly-beautiful, edgy individualist with a weakness for 
exquisite leather pieces—jackets and leggings—with 
chunky boots and layers upon layer of jewels, of course.
First piece you ever designed: My fi rst pieces were 
street-inspired statement pieces created in silver from 
found objects that were studded with semiprecious 
stones and broken refl ectors. 
The single piece of jewelry you’re most proud of: 
Always the next piece I am working on!
First job ever: Waitress.
How did you get started designing jewelry?
After completing a degree in communications at 
The  University of Texas at Austin, I had an epiphany 
that the creative career I wanted was to be designing 
jewelry. I then studied at the university in El Paso with 
Rachelle Thiewes, and got my second degree in metals 
from Parsons in New York. 
If you weren’t designing jewelry, what would you 
be doing? I would work for a fashion designer that 
I admire highly—like Haider Ackermann. Or, on the 
opposite end of the spectrum, [be] involved in a raw 
vegan chocolate business.  
Jewelry you’re wearing right now: Stacked Tiara 
rings, a Vine Gladiator ring, Vine midi rings; a  prototype 
of a new bangle design on my wrist that is soon to 
become a mid- and upper-arm design; a Completely 
 pendant in platinum with my grandmother’s diamond 
paired with a yellow gold diamond studded horn as a 
choker, layered with various other diamond-studded 
Legend dog tags and diamond-studded horn amulets, 
with a silver bead lariat and a 32-inch gold bead  necklace; 

a silver Blade Runner earring paired with a gold ear cu¡ , 
and on the other ear a tiny gold Double Vine hoop.  
On your desk right now: Jewelry (fi nished and 
 unfi nished), sketches, paperwork, water,  chocolate-fl avor 
hot tea, and chlorella tablets. I have a very big desk!
On your playlist: “A Thousand Kisses Deep,” Leonard 
Cohen; “Into My Arms,” Nick Cave; “Cherokee,” Cat 
Power; “Save Me,” Aimee Mann; and, when working 
late, something more upbeat, like Iggy Azalea’s “Fancy.”
Exercise regimen: Hatha and Kundalini yoga, cardio, 
and weight training. I also walk to and from work every 
day and as much as possible.
What did you have for breakfast? Every day the 
same: a green shake I make in my Vitamix. And fer-
mented coconut yogurt if still hungry. 
Guilty pleasure: Raw chocolate! Shopping! Massages! 
Drink (daytime/evening): Alkaline water/tea. 
First website you check every day (not your own!):
Instagram—if that counts!
Scent: Perhaps one day I must create it, as I have not 
yet found one that suits me.
How do you unwind? When overworked, I love to 
shut out the world and binge-watch Netfl ix.
Book you’re reading: #GIRLBOSS by Sophia Amoruso.
Book you’ve been meaning to get to: Isabella Blow: 

A Life in Fashion by Lauren Goldstein Crowe.
Preferred news source: Instagram! Am I too visual?
Favorite movie: Wim Wenders’ Wings of Desire.
Who would play you in your life story?
Cate Blanchett.
Personal motto: “To thine own self be true.” �

JCK Asks…Karen Karch
On rose cuts, roses, and thorns

Spitfi re

18k gold Legend dog 
tags with diamonds

Lithe beaded lariat in 
18k yellow gold

Vine solitaire stacking 
band in 18k yellow gold 

Intrigue Crown ring in 
18k rose gold

Iggy Azalea
Triple Vine 18k yellow 
gold band

THE INDUSTRY AUTHORITY
OCTOBER 2014 • JCKONLINE.COM

HOLIDAY
WIN!
From Store Decor to Seasonal 
Stock, a Survival Guide to 
Your Biggest Quarter

IT'S A GIFT 
Cuffs, Climbers & More: 
33 Super-Stylish 
Surefire Best Sellers

+GEN Y 
 SOCIETY
Millennials, 
Luxury, and 
How to Nab 
Their Business

JCK, October 2014
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The modern guide to going out

EASY
SEXY

COOL

PARTY SEASON EDIT 

THE MUST-HAVE
TUXEDO 
SUITS

COCKTAIL 
DRESSES

SKYSCRAPER
HEELS

MAN!
That would be…

MICHAEL 
FASSBENDER

GIFT 
GUIDE
PERFECT 

PRESENTS 
FROM RM30

Insider
access

ELLE EDITORS LOVE
STYLISTS & SPAS

THE MAKEUP ARTISTS,

(Find your bliss in 
 three hours or less!)

ASIA'S
MOST LUXE

ESCAPES

CLAUDIA KIM
FROM KOREA 
TO HOLLYWOOD
to the world
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STYLE MUSE

GEORGIA  
MAY JAGGER

Work an eclectic look with a sex-
bomb edge, in a sexy jumpsuit 
paired with luxe accessories.
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Georgia May Jagger in London

Jumpsuit, ISSA 
at Aseana

Cocktail watch in rose gold 
with diamonds and satin 
strap, Tiffany & Co.

Bag, RM169.90, 
Zara

3 Concept Eyes 
Creamy Cheek Stick 
in Marry You, RM74

Bracelet, approx. 
RM12,730, Karen Karch 
karenkarch.com

Heels, Emilio 
Pucci

Sunglasses, 
RM1,790, Fendi

J. Mendel

STYLE Muse ELLEDec15.indd   68 11/14/15   6:53 PM

68   ELLE.MY

STYLE MUSE

GEORGIA  
MAY JAGGER

Work an eclectic look with a sex-
bomb edge, in a sexy jumpsuit 
paired with luxe accessories.

TE
XT

 &
 C

O-
OR

DI
NA

TI
ON

: F
LO

RE
NC

E 
SO

NG
. P

HO
TO

GR
AP

HY
: T

PG
 IM

AG
ES

Georgia May Jagger in London

Jumpsuit, ISSA 
at Aseana

Cocktail watch in rose gold 
with diamonds and satin 
strap, Tiffany & Co.

Bag, RM169.90, 
Zara

3 Concept Eyes 
Creamy Cheek Stick 
in Marry You, RM74

Bracelet, approx. 
RM12,730, Karen Karch 
karenkarch.com

Heels, Emilio 
Pucci

Sunglasses, 
RM1,790, Fendi

J. Mendel

STYLE Muse ELLEDec15.indd   68 11/14/15   6:53 PM

ELLE MALAYSIA, December 2015





GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE, F/W 2015



NEW YORK Magazine, Fall Preview 2013
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INSTYLE WEDDINGS, Summer 2006



INSTYLE WEDDINGS, Winter 2006



INSTYLE WEDDINGS, Winter 2005

Kneeling next to it Hermann pulled out a weathered 
platinum band set with nine evenly spaced round  
diamonds, designed by N.Y.C jeweler Karen Karch. The 
style symbolizes the idea that even though the couple 
will encounter rough patches, there is always a happy 
moment up ahead.


