
2005+	Tacoma	bolt	on	slider	install	guide	
	

This	guide	is	intended	to	assist	you	on	how	to	install	your	new	Relentless	bolt	on	rock	
sliders.	We	recommend	reading	the	guide	entirely	first,	and	ensuring	you	feel	
competent	on	the	installation	otherwise	your	rock	sliders	should	be	brought	to	a	
qualified	professional	for	installation.	Please	understand	that	rock	sliders	are	not	
indestructible!	They	are	intended	to	help	protect	the	vehicle	from	obstacles	in	general	
off-roading,	damage	to	vehicle	is	still	possible	in	extreme	conditions.		
	

Ensure	you	will	need	to	make	sure	you	have	the	necessary	tools,	
¾”	socket	and	ratchet	set,	¾”	wrench,	and	in	some	cases	a	12mm,	
14mm,	and	17mm	metric	socket	and	wrench	set	as	well.	A	set	of	jack	
stands	and/or	floor	jack	is	recommended	to	assist	in	holding	the	slider	
rail	up	near	the	frame.	A	second	person	is	highly	recommended	to	assist	
in	holding,	aligning,	and	bolting	on	the	slider	as	well-	Rock	sliders	are	
HEAVY	and	awkward.	Truck	must	be	parked	on	a	level	surface	with	
parking	brake	securely	applied	before	beginning	install.		

	
	 First,	make	sure	the	frame	of	the	truck	under	the	cab	is	clear	from	
obstructions.	On	2012+	models	there	is	usually	additional	brackets	and	
modules	with	electrical	connections	(see	Fig	1).	These	need	to	be	
loosened	to	allow	the	slider	frame	plate	to	go	behind	them	on	the	frame.	
Additionally,	on	the	driver	side	frame	rail	there	are	plastic	clips	through	
the	frame	holding	fuel	lines	to	the	inside	of	the	frame	rail,	these	clips	
need	to	be	released	and	pushed	in.	There	are	some	places	where	the	
bolts	go	through	the	holes	in	the	frame	that	may	interfere	with	a	
fuel/brake	line	on	the	inside	of	the	rail,	the	fuel/brake	lines	will	need	to	
be	bent	slightly	out	of	the	way	to	clear	the	bolts/nuts	to	be	installed	
later.	Take	care	to	gently	bend	them	out	of	the	way	and	do	not	pinch	or	
cut	them.		
	
	 To	begin	the	slider	install	the	first	thing	that	needs	to	be	attached	
are	the	cross	member	U	brackets.	They	are	intended	to	sleeve	around	
the	angled	sides	of	the	transmission/transfer	case	cross	member	with	
the	welded	on	nut	recessed	into	the	factory	hole	in	the	flat	portion	of	the	
cross	member	(see	Fig	2).	Our	supplied	½-13x6”	long	bolt	sleeves	
through	the	U	bracket,	through	holes	in	the	sides	of	the	cross	member,	
and	back	out	the	other	side	of	the	U	bracket.	Supplied	washers	should	
be	used	on	each	side,	and	a	supplied	½”	nut	should	be	threaded	on	
loosely	at	this	point.	Repeat	for	both	sides.	Note	the	brackets	are	
mirrored	copies,	there	is	a	Left	and	Right	specific	bracket.	The	hole	with	
the	welded	in	nut	should	be	offset	toward	the	outside	of	the	frame,	and	



toward	the	rear	as	seen	in	Fig	2.	The	welded	nut	will	not	align	with	the	
hole	in	the	cross	member	if	installed	incorrectly.	
	
	 Following	installation	of	the	U	brackets,	begin	installing	one	side	
slider	first.	There	is	a	bolt	on	the	bottom	of	the	frame	which	runs	up	into	
the	driveshaft	carrier	cross	member,	remove	this	bolt	at	this	time.		Now	
you	are	ready	to	lift	and	install	a	slider	rail	in	place.	Ensure	you	have	all	
necessary	hardware	ready	to	go,	then	lift	the	slider	into	position	up	to	
the	frame	and	begin	installing	bolts	into	corresponding	holes.	Some	
holes	in	the	frame	used	for	installing	the	slider	can	be	oversized,	we	
include	heavy	duty	square	washers	to	cover	these	oversized	holes	on	
the	inside	of	the	frame	(See	Fig	3).	For	all	normal	sized	holes	use	
standard	washers	on	both	sides.		

For	the	2	forward	most	bolts	on	the	side	of	the	frame,	you	will	find	
that	they	are	up	into	the	boxed	section	of	the	frame,	we	include	‘nut	
levers’	with	our	sliders	to	reach	forward	to	these	hard	to	get	to	bolts.	
The	nut	levers	will	be	left	in	the	frame	upon	installation,	they	act	as	nut,	
washer,	and	wrench	for	tightening	the	bolts	from	the	exterior.	A	single	
bolt	and	washer	can	be	installed	into	the	lower	cross	member	support	
portion	of	the	frame	plate,	into	our	U	brackets	we’ve	previously	
installed.		

Once	all	bolts	are	in	place,	begin	tightening	them	down	to	
approximately	75ft/lbs.	The	U	bracket	through-bolt	should	be	tightened	
enough	to	securely	hold	the	bracket,	but	not	so	tight	as	to	crush	the	
bracket	or	frame	cross	member.	Repeat	procedure	for	all	bolts	on	the	
opposite	side.	Ensure	the	drive	shaft	cross	member	factory	bolts	have	
been	reinstalled	through	the	slider	plates	on	the	bottom	of	the	frame	
rails.	Look	over	the	installation	to	ensure	all	bolts	are	tight,	and	none	of	
the	brake/fuel	lines	are	contacting/rubbing	the	bolts	on	the	insides	of	
the	frame	rails.		

Congratulations!	You	are	now	ready	to	go	exploring	with	
additional	peace	of	mind	from	having	your	new	Tacoma	protected	from	
rocks	and	other	trail	obstacles!	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	



[Fig	1]	Electrical	on	Passenger	side	frame	to	be	moved	on	some	years:	

	
	
[Fig	2]	U	bracket	installed,	showing	frame	plate	matching	up:	

	
	



[Fig	3]	Use	of	large	washers	on	back	side	of	frame:	

	
	
[Fig	3]	Detail	image	showing	bolts	being	installed	on	outside	of	frame:	

	


