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VARIOUS KIT FROM 
WOOD WORKERS 
WORKSHOP – PART 2
In part 2 of this mini test round-up,  
Jonathan Salisbury looks at two more  
offerings from Wood Workers Workshop 

The guide helps to keep the glue line central

Spare parts are only available as a set

A silicone cap prevents glue drying up…

The wide neck makes it easy to refill

FASTCAP GLUBOT 16OZ
Not just for decanting
I was a bit sceptical about the GluBot, but having 
used it on a number of projects I might be buying 
more. It’s certainly not just a bottle for decanting 
glue so that you can buy in bulk to save money.

How it works
The bottle is flexible and works best when upright 
or on its side, not upside down. It is divided into 
two sections: the main reservoir and a dispensing 
tube. When squeezed, glue is forced up the front 
tube to the nozzle. You can see how much glue is 
on its way and when it is going to reach the end; 
there are two sizes of tip, a blade for a wider bead 
and a ‘Yorker’ for precision spots, both of which 
can also be cut to provide the right size hole.  
The bottle comes with a flexible cap to seal 
the tip, so the glue inside doesn’t dry out. 
Because glue is only dispensed when the bottle 
is squeezed it doesn’t drip, and unused glue is 
sucked back into the bottle when the pressure  
is released, which means that there is almost  
no waste. A guide clips to a dedicated ring and 
helps to keep the tip lined up with the centre  
of the wood, which is a real bonus on long  
glue beads. It’s all very clever.

Not perfect
On the down side, the bottle only 
comes with one blade and one 
Yorker tip and to get more (in the  
UK at least), you currently have 
to buy a set: five of each tip, five 
caps, and a replacement lid and 
tip ring. You would be very unlucky 
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Clear reading

Ball-tip included for surfaces

… and is stored on the lid to keep it out of the way

Swap round to measure from the right

Use to set height, or depth, of saw blade
SPECIFICATION
• Holds 16oz (500ml) 
• Works with most glues or solvents 
• Will not drip or spill 
• Wide mouth for easy filling 
• Replaceable tips kit available

Typical prices: bottle – £7.90;  
replacement parts – £6.75 
Web: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

SPECIFICATION
• Smooth spring plunger movement
• Flat and ball-tip anvils included
• Super strong rare-earth magnetic base
• Humidity and dust resistant
• Auto shut off
• Display: in/mm/fractions
• Accuracy: 0.001in/0.1in
• Range: -1⁄4in depth to 2in height (-6.5-50mm)
• Includes flat and ball-tip anvils and two spare 

3V-2032 batteries

Typical price: £19.95
Web: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

THE VERDICT

PROS
 Easy to dispense the right amount of  

glue in the right place; interchangeable  
tips can be used for a range of applications; 
less wasteful as unused glue is drawn  
back into the bottle; sealed bottle prevents 
glue from drying out; saves money, as glue 
can be bought in bulk and dispensed 
without waste

CONS
 Replacement parts are apparently  

only available in the UK as a set 

RATING: 4.5 out of 5

THE VERDICT

PROS
 Easy to use; very accurate; reasonably priced

CONS
 Limited to 50mm

RATING: 4 out of 5

No surprises
I’ve used different electronic gauges that bridge 
cutters and blades, but none quite like this one. 
With some gauges the tip is often difficult to 
locate on the highest sawtooth, especially if the 
blade needs to be rotated with one hand while  
the gauge is held in the other. This handy gauge 
from iGaging is better in this respect, with 
a handle to hold it in place as well as strong 
magnets for hands-free operation (although  
this requires a steel-topped table, of course). 
Because the gauge can also be used to measure 
the depth of shallow holes, it is important to 
remember to place the unit on a flat surface  
and reset the reading before measuring  
heights, otherwise you’ll be out by 6.5mm.

Conclusion
The gauge can be located facing either way,  
either for left- and right-handed use (choice  
or necessity) – the change-over is easy with  
the dovetail slots. The unit is very well made  
and, although one-sided, it does not tip over  

IGAGING SNAP-CHECK & 
DIGITAL READ-OUT GAUGE

even if the magnets aren’t keeping it in place.  
If you need to set tools with great accuracy and 
haven’t already got anything more than a rule,  
the iGaging Snap-check and digital read-out 
gauge is certainly a good one to consider, if you 
don’t require more than 50mm of travel.  

to require the last two of these. Also, the guide 
will only work on boards up to about 12mm. This 
isn’t a disaster, since it’s much easier to apply 
glue to thicker boards, but it does limit the guide’s 
usefulness somewhat. The guide also fits into  
its dedicated ring bayonet style and tends to pop 
out during installation when the lugs align with 
the gaps in the rotating ring as it is tightened.  
The rubber washers supplied with the tip rings  
are thin and damage easily; I don’t think that  
they greatly improve the seal that can be  
obtained without them.

Conclusion
The GluBot is imported from the US and the  
price might make you think twice; it seems a  
lot for an empty plastic bottle, albeit one with  
a lot of R&D behind it. In the long run, though,  
this bottle will probably save you more than its 
cost in glue that hasn’t dried out or been spilt. In 
addition, it is much easier to use than the ordinary 
little bottles glue is sold in, in every situation –  
on the top, the sides and even underneath.


