
	

Even I, as a country dweller and a lover 
of trees and all things woody, had not 
until now imagined there could be so 
many variations of trunk and branch 
form repurposed as functional and 
beautiful objects. This book has been 
available for some time, but reading 
through it is the promise of no less 
than thirty five projects that makes it 
a worthwhile purchase in addition to 
the beautiful photography and styling. 
It starts with choosing and preparing 
branch and log wood and knife 
sharpening. It demands only a limited 
tool set which makes it attractive, 
then we go through the chapters – 

Decorating, examples being variants of 
bud vase, photo frames, pendants etc. 
Dining – coasters, name logs and salt 
and peppers shakers. Living – clock, 
coat rack, curtain rod, umbrella stand. 
Lastly – Playing and Working, such as 
chequer set and letter opener. I should 
stress there are many more projects, 
in fact something for everyone which 
can grace your home or be given as 
presents. I think I would characterise 
the projects as ‘homely’ or at least 
compatible with pretty much any home, 
so this book would be a worthwhile 
investment and a chance to have a go 
without vast knowledge or outlay. 

ISBN: 9781565234550

Price:£14.99

Web: www.thegmcgroup.com
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I know Peter Sefton quite well, having met him a number of 
times. He was kind enough to write a monthly diary in the 
magazine about his students’ progress a while ago. Peter 
is a designer, maker and highly respected teacher who is a 
member of the Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers, 
so anything he says and does, is worth giving attention to. 
I sat down to watch the first of this six-disc set with great 
anticipation and I was not disappointed. The image quality, 
production and smooth delivery of Peter’s instruction is 
commendable. If you want to watch all six discs you need 
to set aside a fair bit of time to do it, and you’ve got to want 
to learn all that Peter is teaching you. That said, you can 
break it down into chunks because each disc is divided into 
chapters covering a separate topic.

The five parts are: selection and using handplanes 
(two discs); chisel and plane grinding; chisel and plane 
sharpening; timber selection and timber preparation. I was 
particularly interested in the level of detail Peter would delve 
into – quite a lot, as it turns out. I wasn’t looking to find 
fault, but I did want to see if he covered things like different 
blade pitch angles and exotic timbers protected under 
CITES. It was all there.

Anyone lucky enough to go on one of Peter’s intensive 
courses will know just how thorough he is; the same 

Peter Sefton Fine Furniture Making Series 1 DVDs – an Artisan Course

standards have been applied here in a very watchable way. 
It is almost as if he is standing at your elbow, giving you 
guidance. We very much look forward to the next installment.

Tree Craft – 35 rustic wood projects that bring the outdoors in
Chris Lubkemann

Individual boxed DVDs priced  at £18.99 – £24.99 or entire set 

currently on special offer £90 

Web: woodworkersworkshop.co.uk    Also available on Amazon
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