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table. The table comprises of the lift, router 
insert and table top as one unit; the router 
itself and any hold downs are additional 
accessories so the cost is high.

You can limit your outlay by making your 
own leg assembly, but this one is very sturdy 
and is, of course, designed specifically for the 
lift and top.

The router
To take full advantage of the assembled table 
you need a router with enough grunt to do 
bigger work – panel raising, crown moulding 
and the like – and Woodworkers Workshop 
have invested in a router designed solely 
to fit this table. This has to be purchased 
separately at £224.95, so let’s take a brief look 
at its salient points before we move on to the 
table itself.

The router is designed to invert; there’s no 
base available for hand-held mode. It has an 
1,800W variable-speed motor with high grade 

s Height adjustments are fluid and free of 
backlash with the side handle

s Positions can be easily locked using 
the cam lever

s A view from underneath shows the quality of 
the lift and gearing

s The Mast-R-Lift Excel II lift is designed for 
the AUK router but is sold as a separate item

There’s an abundance of router tables 
out there, from the cheap and not so 
cheerful through to top-end models. 

Finding one that ticks every box is a rarity; 
many lose ground in one area or another, 
whether it be hold-downs or fence and height 
adjustments.

Engineered at a cost  
JessEm has put in plenty of research in 
coming up with this one – it’s top-quality 
throughout and a dream to set-up and adjust. 
This is a table that's engineered rather than 
manufactured and harks back to older times 
where the adjusters, knobs and so forth were 
equally as important as the tool itself, and just 
looking at these, you know this table is going 
to be something special.

Of course, such quality comes at a price, and 
the basic system comes in at just over £1,000. 
You could buy a small spindle moulder for that, 
and you have to bear in mind that this is just 
for the legframe, fence and the main router lift 

s The wheels toe in to pull the stock tight to the 
fence as it progresses

Top drawer set-up 
– at a cost
Despite this top drawer set-up having a 
price tag to match, if you’re looking for an 
adaptable system that will give you a superior 
finish, then this router table could be for you



JessEm Mast-R-Lift Excel II router system
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Prices
Our product prices reflect 
typical values as we go to 
press. We cannot guarantee 
these prices, though, and 
thoroughly recommend 
that you shop around. 

How we rate…
★   Don’t get your hopes up or your wallet out!
★★  Well, it works but really needs improvement 
★★★  Performs well, but you will find better
★★★★  Great performance and value for money
★★★★★  So good, even Andy would get his wallet out!
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bearings and comes with two cranked 
spanners to facilitate cutter swaps from above. 

While two spanners are perhaps old hat 
with spindle locks prevalent on most routers 
nowadays, with a router fixed in a table this 
poses no problem and removes any need to 
feel around underneath for lock buttons.

The table
So back to the table: height adjusting is 
an area that is a stumbling block for many 
a table system. Adjusting from the top is 
always a plus point, but here it’s set to the 
side on a beautifully smooth and slack-free 
gearing linking to the fine-threaded height 
adjustment itself. This allows adjustments to 
be made without residual dust getting into the 
mechanism or clogging access holes for hex 
wrenches that top adjusters can be prone to.

It also gives a finer adjustment: 3mm per 
revolution although there’s no actual scale 
to judge an adjustment. That’s not too 
problematic; it’s often easier to wind a cutter 
up or down to a pre-marked position but it 
would be good to have some sort of easy- 
to- see scale for fine adjustments. That said, 
you can fit a digital readout to allow a specific 
height to be set, and to incredible accuracy of 
0.05mm increments. However, this is a further 
outlay at £113.95, but can be retro-fitted 
should you decide the need for it.

The main table is made of 19mm phenolic 
resin to ensure stability and resistance to 
any moisture, and has a dual slot aluminium 
extrusion let into it: one slot is designed 
for accessories that utilise ‘T’ slot fixings, 
featherboards and so forth while the other 

is a standard 19mm for mitre fence work. 
It offers excellent stability and flatness as 
well as a hard surface that allows the work 
to glide cleanly over it without resistance.

Within the table is the circular aluminium 
router plate and within this is the aperture for 
holding the insert rings to close it down for 
smaller diameters. These are held with the 
‘Tab-Loc’ system for fast swaps using the 
supplied pin wrench. Jacking screws on the 
main plate ensures everything is perfectly 
aligned before you start, and for curved 
work, there’s the facility to fit a lead on pin.

The fence
Moving to the fence, it’s make or break for 
many tables in this area, but is undoubtedly 
‘make’ in this instance. Comprising of a 
915mm long × 90mm high heavy anodised 
extrusion with ‘T’ slots for featherboards 
and hold downs, it also secures the HDF 
(High Density Fibreboard) laminate-faced 
sliding fence facings.

It links to the table on further extrusions 
and locks down solidly with twin high-profile 
knobs to keep knuckles free of the fence. Tape 
scales slide into the extrusions to accurately 
set the fence and can be moved along to zero 
a set position and secure it; this feature is 
advantageous for running moulds or grooves 
at specific offsets.

The fence doesn’t come with any hold-
downs so it’s another outlay, but while 
featherboards are a traditional option, 
the JessEm Clear-Cut Stock Guides 
(£98.95) are an excellent investment.

Paired as an infeed and outfeed set, 

s Two spanners are needed for bit swaps 
but the collet extends well above the table 

s Reducing inserts are quickly secured or 
changed with the Tab-Loc wrench

s The full length extrusion takes ‘T’ nut 
accessories and 19mm fence bars

s The fence locks into ‘T’ slots on the side 
extrusions and runs slickly

s Within the extrusion are sliding tapes for 
zeroing a setting

s These ‘Clear Cut’ Stock Guides are superb and 
incorporate anti-kickback wheels

the wheels are canted to pull the work in as 
it progresses through the cut to keep it held 
firmly to the table and fence while allowing 
the work to slink through the cut easily 
without resistance.

The rollers are also designed to run only 
in the feed direction; any kickback halts the 
rollers and prevents the work flying back – 
a great added safety feature.

Conclusion
As a system this is a top-drawer set-up with 
a price to match, but even as the basic set-up 
it is a major outlay when all the add-ons 
available are considered. However, what you 
gain here is an adaptable system that can grow 
with your requirements and cuts no corners.

I’d certainly recommend the additional 
Clear-Cut Stock Guides as a starting point as 
they ensure any stock that progresses past 
the cutter is held firmly, resulting in a superior 
finish and total accuracy. At this level, 
it’s the finest of control and finish that is of 
paramount importance.

While it won’t emulate a spindle moulder for 
sheer physical power and capacity, it comes 
into its own for the finer side of things as well 
as still doing some of the bigger things 
expected of it, such as panel raising, bigger 
moulding for cornices and so on. GW

 The  Verdict
+ Superb quality throughout; ultra-smooth 
adjustments

– No height increment scale built in; only fits 
the AUK router; expensive with all accessories

Rating 
Typical price: £,1049.95
Table: 810 × 603mm
Fence: 915mm long × 90mm high
Dust extraction port: 100mm
Aperture: 90mm diameter capacity
Web: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk


