
Owner, Shirley Piscina arrived 
in Australia on a TV reality 
show! Called ‘No going back’, 

the show documents the lives 
of British citizens who sell up 

everything they have to start a new 
life in a foreign country. Initially, 

producers weren’t keen on the idea 
of Australia due to the distance, but 

Shirley was persuasive and they were 

soon packed and waiting for their big day. 
Along with her husband and children, 
Shirley was accompanied on that flight by 
a film crew who followed her every move. 
They l-o-v-e-d it! Besotted with their new 
home country and desperately needing a 
way to stay here, Shirley discovered that 
building a business which generated a 
certain turnover and employed a minimum 
number of Australians was their only shot 

at a visa.  So, that’s exactly what she set 
out to do, but…..what industry to choose?

While still in the UK, an accident at work 
had left her fireman husband needing a 
new line of work, so they decided to open a 
retail store. Their biggest selling items were 
hair pieces and hair accessories and that’s 
where Shirley felt she had expertise, so she 
promptly found a supplier, filled a suitcase 

Silk Oil of Morocco is a family owned, Australian manufactured brand 
originating in Brisbane, which now distributes throughout the world. 
The popularity and growth of this brand has been nothing short of 
exceptional, with the business now unrecognizable from its humble 
beginnings only 4 years ago. But almost as fascinating as the actual 
products is the story behind how this brand came to be. 
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“Argan Oil, 
considered a 
“super food” for 
the whole body, 
remains one of 
the rarest oils in 
the world!”

and spent her days visiting hospital wards 
assisting patients needing wigs and hair pieces. 
It was here that a pivotal moment occurred. 
Someone handed her a sample of pure argan oil 
to try on her hair pieces and Shirley put it in her 
handbag and forgot about it.

Later, she was selling her hairpieces on TVSN 
and, having forgotten a key product, Shirley 
found that sample in her bag and tried it on the 
hair. At that precise moment, a buyer walked 
past, saw the incredible shine and asked what 
it was. Shirley produced the product and sold 
$90 000 in 1 hour so the station asked her to 
develop a shampoo and conditioner, masque, 
leave in product….and the rest is history. 
Every product is manufactured in Australia, 
uses cold pressed, certified Organic Argan Oil, 
contains no parabens, is not tested on animals 
and contains absolutely no sodium lauryl ether 
sulphate.

Suffering from terrible skin concerns, Shirley 
tried her magical Argan Oil on her face and 
couldn’t believe the amazing change in such a 

short space of time. She developed a range 
of cosmetics and skincare to compliment her 
haircare lines that did not contain the SLS, ALS 
& SLES (Sodium Laurel Sulphates) which she 
felt were the cause of her skin issues. The brand 
now encompasses Professional Hair Care, Skin 
Care and Mineral Cosmetics all of which are 
infused with Cold Pressed Certified Organic 
Argan Oil to create luxurious and highly 
effective products without the nasties found in 
many commercially available products. 

Argan Oil, considered a “super food” for the 
whole body, remains one of the rarest oils in 
the world due to the small and very specific 
growing areas and is an incredibly rich source 

of Vitamin E and essential fatty acids. It has 
astonishing moisturising and conditioning 
properties that assist in keeping hair and skin 
feeling nourished and hydrated. Being certified 
organic ensures farming methods are free from; 
artificial fertilizers, pesticides, fungicides, 
synthetic weedicides, growth hormones and 
genetic modifications. Often referred to as 
‘Liquid Gold’, it takes a single person 58 hours 
to produce 2 – 2.5 litres of Argan Oil using 100kg 
of fruit using the “traditional” process. Even 
new “mechanical” processes being adopted 
in some places in Morocco require 13 hours of 
work and use 100kg of fruit to produce 4 – 6 
litres of Argan Oil. No wonder it’s the most 
expensive Oil in the world! 

Silk Oil of Morocco now exports to over 20 
countries around the world building the 
company that allowed Shirley and her family to 
permanently call Australia home.   

The brand now uses a direct business model to 
distribute its products which allows individuals 
and salon owners to create their own ongoing 
income stream from their 24/7 web portal for 
an investment of only $149. This allows salon 
owners to be rewarded for building a loyal 
following among clients and friends. They’ve 
recently even taken 16 of their best performing 
consultant stockists on a luxury cruise!

So what’s next for this innovative Australian 
brand? In November, they launch their Silk 
Oil of Morocco Gold Sovereign Argan Infused 
Steam Styler- a styling iron which infuses 
their argan oil and seals it within the hair for 
unbeatable smoothness and shine. 






